
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 6th December 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

The order has been placed; a gift dreamed of from the very beginning of time (Colossians 

1:17), promised through the prophets, but seen by some as just a dream - is now 

‘happening’.  Today we celebrate that the gift is dispatched, it’s left the warehouse, the 

promise has been kept.  

If the sign of a star to guide the wise men from afar was to declare that this gift of Jesus is 

for all nations, then the song of the angels to the shepherds declares that this gift is for all 

people, and that means all – including those who are on the very edge of society, have no 

time for established religion and are generally ignored or avoided. Partly because they 

smell; worse than someone who has spent three weeks sleeping in the open air in a welsh 

ruin! 

Luke tells us that the Shepherds were ‘terribly afraid’ – they were confused and bewildered 

- but they knew that something very special was happening to them, and that made them 

feel special; and when they heard the words, ‘This day, your Saviour was born’, they felt 

good, so good - no more than that, they felt loved ‘as never before’. A very special gift was 

on its way and it was personally addressed to them. 

To collect this gift they were not given a postcode but clues to follow. They had first to go 

to ‘David’s Town’ – well that was Bethlehem, the lights of which they could see twinkling 

down in the valley; and then they had to look for ‘a baby wrapped in cloths, lying in a 

manger’. Not the most difficult clues for those who already knew most of the places where 

people kept their livestock; but they did have to ‘do something’ to receive their gift. 

Luke tells us that ‘they hurried off and found the baby lying in the manger’. But we’re 

getting ahead of ourselves. Today on this the second Sunday in Advent, we just celebrate 

that ‘the gift is dispatched’, the ‘promises kept’; it’s not just words, it’s the Word becoming 

flesh - and whatever our background, we know now that the promise is for us, there’s a gift 

of Hope, addressed to us and it’s on its way… with love.  

David     

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey and Denis Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, 

Barbara Kite, Bob and Rosemary Lowe,  and Val Noble.  
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Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of 

uncertainty and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and 

fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may rejoice in 

your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Notices 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Christmas Food Parcels Appeal. Thanks to the magnificent response 

from our church family, we have reached our target, and Rev. 

Sammy will receive the full £1500 he has budgeted for. During the 

next 2 weeks he'll be putting together urgent food-supply parcels to 

deliver to the Mwakirunge dump-site families in time for Christmas.  

Thank you everyone! The Kenya team. 

Zoom Prayer meeting  each Sunday during Advent, beginning 29th 

November, 10.00am and concluding in time for online worship. 

Please come and join us at any point during that time, as we pray 

together as God’s Church. 

The zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week. 

Merciful God, we give you thanks and praise for the Covid-19 vaccines that have been 

developed so far. Thank you that they offer high levels of protection against people 

developing potential life-threatening Covid symptoms. We praise you that these 

vaccines which have been developed, have not shown any serious side effects so far. 

Gracious God, we pray that other vaccines being developed and tested will also prove 

successful in treating the symptoms of Covid-19. We give you thanks and praise for the 

skills and abilities of the scientists. Thank you for enabling them to develop these 

vaccines in such a short time period. We ask for your hand to continue to guide them in 

this breakthrough work. In Jesus’ name. Amen  
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Christmas Giving:  It is our usual practice to support Changing Pathways, Action for 

Children and St Luke’s through offerings at our Christmas services.  This year we 

are not able to gather together but would encourage you to continue to make a 

donation via bank transfer to BMC Church account. (Please put the name of the 

charity in the payment reference), or by cheque or cash to Lorraine H (labelled for 

the charity you wish to support. 

Gifts of food can also be made via Billericay Food Bank, in the High Street. 
 

Please note that, because of current restrictions, Changing Pathways are only able 

to accept new toys this year, alongside toiletries and gift vouchers,  Gifts can be 

dropped off in Billericay, please contact ruthieyates@gmail.com for details. 

Can you play a DVD at home?  We 

are now able to produce a copy of 

our online worship on DVD. If you 

are not able to access the internet 

but can play DVD’s and 

would like to receive a 

copy of the worship 

please contact Ann B. 

 

Reminder  for those 

who have any 

responsibilities that 

may require them to 

be calling in at any of 

our buildings over the coming weeks. In 

line with our risk assessments it is very 

important to make sure that you apply 

hand sanitiser and use the supplied 

materials in order to clean any surfaces 

touched during your visit, including inside 

and outside handles.  Thank you. 

Zimbabwe Victim Support Fund 

have contacted us to say ‘Thank 

you for the generous support from 

friends at St Andrews and Billericay 

Churches. We are more than 

grateful for the prayerful support of 

folk around the country. The 

situation in Zimbabwe is dire but 

the people continue to be hopeful 

and there are wonderful folk on the 

ground supporting the most 

vulnerable.’  

If you would like to attend worship at Western Road on 13th Dec 

please ring Mark (if there is no answer please leave a message 

on the answerphone) and give him the full names of ALL those 

intending to come, together with your contact telephone 

number. Please ring no earlier than the Monday 7th Dec before 

the service and no later than 6.00pm on Friday 11th Dec. If we 

have more people wishing to attend than   

                                space available, Mark will let you know.’  

Book for 

worship at 

Western Road  

Church Christmas Card:  

We invite you to 

continue the tradition of 

sending your greetings 

to one another in a 

‘joint’ card rather than 

individually, and supporting a charity. This 

year it will take the form of an insert in 

CWEO on 20th Dec edition, so please send 

your Christmas greeting messages and 

names to Ann B for inclusion either by 

email, or in hard copy no later than 

Tuesday 15th December.   Thank you. 

Don’t Forget -  

CWEO  needs your 

input each week! 

mailto:ruthieyates@gmail.com


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 11th December 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Celebrating Advent and Christmas 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 

                                                         Christmas Day at 9.00am            

Gathered worship in December: Advance booking essential. 

13th Dec 10.30am Western Road with communion, led by Rev Marion Cole 

20th Dec 10.30am Queens Park, 9 Lessons and Carols, led by Rev David Bagwell 

25th Dec 10.30am St Andrews, Herongate, Celebration led by Rev David Bagwell 
  

Please see our Advent banner on the church website homepage and follow links for 

access to a variety of worship resources throughout December. 

Encouragement 

BC - AD        by U A Fanthorpe 
 

This was the moment when Before 

Turned into After, and the future’s 

Uninvented timekeepers presented arms. 
 

This was the moment when nothing 

Happened.  Only dull peace 

Sprawled boringly over the earth. 
This was the moment when even energetic Romans 

Could find nothing better to do 

Than counting heads in remote provinces. 
 

And this was the moment 

When a few farm workers and three 

Members of an obscure Persian sect 
 

Walked haphazard by starlight straight 

Into the kingdom of heaven. 
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