
  

     

      THEME: A broken Covenant 

                     Offer what you have 
 

To watch all or any part of this* or previous worship services 

   click HERE to go to the church website archive     

* usually available within 24 hours of live broadcast  

 

 

Sunday 

 17th Jan. 2021   

 10.30am 

    

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
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Music  beforehand    

Welcome and Call to worship  

  incl 1 Corinthians 12:12, 14-17—see 10th Jan service sheet for text 

 

We  worship together as we say together: 
 We will no more our God forsake, 
  Or cast his words behind. 
    
 As we prepare ourselves to join 
  Ourselves to Christ the Lord: 
 
We give ourselves, through Jesu's power, 
  His name to glorify; 
And promise, in this sacred hour, 
  For God to live and die. 
 

SONG — ‘As the deer’ 

 

As the deer pants for the water 

So my soul longs after You 

You alone are my heart's desire 

And I long to worship You 

 

       You alone are my strength, my shield 

       To You alone will my spirit yield 

       You alone are my heart's desire 

       And I long to worship you   

 

You're my friend and You are my brother 

Even though You are a King 

I love You more than any other 

So much more than anything   

        You alone are my strength…………. 
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I want you more than gold or silver 

only you can satisfy. 

You alone are the real joy giver 

and the apple of my eye. 

 

      You alone are my strength…………. 

 

                       (repeat) 

 

 A reading from the Epistles.    Romans 12.: 1-2 

So then my brothers I appeal to you, offer yourselves as a living 

sacrifice to God , dedicated to his service  and pleasing to him. This is 

the true worship that you should offer. Do not confirm yourselves to 

the standards of this world but let God transform you inwardly  by a 

complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will 

of God , what is good and is pleasing to him and is perfect.  Amen.  

 
SONG—Dear Lord and Father of mankind’  
 
      Dear Lord and Father of mankind 
  forgive our foolish ways; 
  reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
  in purer lives thy service find, 
  in deeper reverence, praise.   X2 
 
2  In simple trust like theirs who heard 
  beside the Syrian sea 
  the gracious calling of the Lord, 
  let us, like them, without a word 
  rise up and follow thee.   X2 
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O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love!  X2 
 
Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. X2 
 
Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still small voice of calm!  x2 
 
John Greenleaf Whittier (1807–1892) 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 495 
  
 

Prayer of confession 
 
 God made a covenant with the people of Israel, calling them to be a holy 
nation, chosen to bear witness to his steadfast love by finding delight in the 
law. 
 
The covenant was renewed in Jesus Christ our Lord, in his life, work, death 
and resurrection. In him all people may be set free from sin and its power, 
and united in love and obedience. 
 
In this covenant God promises us new life in Christ. For our part we promise 
to live no longer for ourselves but for God. 
 
We meet, therefore, as generations have met before us, to renew the 
covenant which bound them and binds us to God. 
 
Let us then seek forgiveness for the sin by which we have denied God's claim 
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upon us.    
 
Let us pray. 
 
God of mercy, hear us as we confess our sins. 
 
For the sin that has made us slow to learn from Christ, 
reluctant to follow him, 
and afraid to bear the cross: 
 
Lord, have mercy, 

Lord, forgive. 
 
For the sin that has caused the poverty of our worship, 
the formality and selfishness of our prayers, 
our neglect of fellowship and the means of grace, 
and our hesitating witness for Christ: 
 
Lord, have mercy, 

Lord, forgive. 
 
For the sin that has led us to misuse your gifts, 
evade our responsibilities, 
and fail to be good stewards of your creation: 
 
Lord, have mercy, 

Lord, forgive. 
 
For the sin that has made us unwilling to overcome evil with good, 
tolerant of injustice, 
quick to condemn, 
and selfish in sharing your love with others: 
 
Lord, have mercy, 

Lord, forgive. 
 
(Silence) 
 
 
 



6 

Have mercy on me, O God,  
in your constant love; 
in the fullness of your mercy 
blot out my offences. 

Wash away all my guilt, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Give me the joy of your help again 
and strengthen me with a willing spirit. 
  
If we confess our sins, 

God is faithful and just, 

and will forgive our sins, 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Therefore to all who truly repent 

this is his gracious word: 

'Your sins are forgiven'. 

 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

  

Bible Reading –  Matthew 14:13-21 

 

 When Jesus heard the news about John, he left there in a boat and went 

to a lonely place by himself. The people heard about it, and so they left 

their towns and followed him by land.  Jesus got out of the boat, and 

when he saw the large crowd, his heart was filled with pity for them, and 

he healed their sick.  That evening his disciples came to him and said, "It is 

already very late, and this is a lonely place. Send the people away and let 

them go to the villages to buy food for themselves."  "They don't have to 

leave," answered Jesus. "You yourselves give them something to 

eat!"   "All we have here are five loaves and two fish," they replied.  "Then 
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bring them here to me," Jesus said.  He ordered the people to sit down 

on the grass; then he took the five loaves and the two fish, looked up to 

heaven, and gave thanks to God. He broke the loaves and gave them to 

the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.  Everyone ate 

and had enough. Then the disciples took up twelve baskets full of what 

was left over.  The number of men who ate was about five thousand, 

not counting the women and children. 

 

TALK—see CWEO pastoral letter for 17th  January 2021 

    

Final Prayers 

 Loving God,  

help us to value that which we have and to offer it wholeheartedly 

and not to yearn for that which is not ours to have or to give. 

So may we be used by you alongside others  

to complete the picture that you are painting 

and form the body of Christ  with all its members  

being used to the full and fulfilling their  unique calling. 

 To the glory of your name 

 and the extension of your kingdom we pray 

Amen. 

Link to next in series on 24th January 2021  

 HYMN—’Lord I lift your name on high’  

 

           Lord, I lift your name on high, 

 Lord, I love to sing your praises; 

 I'm so glad You're in my life, 

 I'm so glad You came to save us. 
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 You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 

 from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

 from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky:  

           Lord, I lift your name on high. 

         

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 
  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all, evermore.  

Amen.   
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his 

people  

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

 And also with you  

                                                All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934  

 

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 

time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in similar 

circumstances to yourself, and encourage and help each other as part of your 

ongoing worship and care of one another.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


