
  

     

      THEME: A Covenant commitment                 

                      Your will not mine 
 

To watch all or any part of this* or previous worship services 

   click HERE to go to the church website archive     

* usually available within 24 hours of live broadcast  
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Music  beforehand    

Welcome and Call to worship    

 

We  worship together as we say together: 
 
Come, let us use the grace divine, 
  And all, with one accord, 
In a perpetual cov'nant join 
  Ourselves to Christ the Lord: 
 
Give up ourselves, through Jesu's power, 
  His name to glorify; 
And promise, in this sacred hour, 
  For God to live and die. 

  

SONG — ‘Be still for the presence of the Lord’   

 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here: 

Come bow before him now, with reverence and fear: 

In him no sin is found - 

we stand on holy ground. 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around; 

He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned: 

How awesome is the sight. 

Our radiant king of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord, is moving in this place: 

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 

No work too hard for him. 

In faith receive from him. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord, is moving in this place.  
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Opening Prayer based on ‘Be still’ 

Loving God, we are here, recognising your presence with us 

as we offer you our worship and our praise. 

 And as we have just sung, your presence brings us that stillness  

that calms our troubled minds,  

and soothes our worries and anxieties. 

But more than that your presence  offers to cleanse and heal and 

minister your grace. 

So forgive us and heal us, of all that would spoil us 

and weaken the relationship between us;  

and fill us with your grace —your generous and unconditional love,  

so that your Holy Spirit may be alive in us 

enabling us day by day, 

to play our part as members of the body of Christ. 

Nothing is impossible with you,  

Miracles still happen. And so as we make our  covenant promises 

we state our faith in you once again  

and dare to believe that you are with us in the risen Jesus. 

Now and always. Amen. 

  

 SONG— Happy Day 
  

The greatest day in history 

Death is beaten, You have rescued me 

Sing it out, Jesus is alive 

The empty cross, the empty grave 

Life eternal, You have won the day 

Shout it out, Jesus is alive 

He's alive 
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     And oh, happy day, happy day 

     You washed my sin away 

     Oh, happy day, happy day 

     I'll never be the same, Forever I am changed 

When I stand in that place 

Free at last, meeting face to face, I am yours, Jesus, You are mine 

Endless joy, perfect peace, earthly pain finally will cease 

Celebrate, Jesus is alive, He's alive 

      And oh, happy day, happy day….. 

  

 And oh, what a glorious day, what a glorious way 

That You have saved me 

And oh, what a glorious day what a glorious name, yeah 

     And oh, happy day, happy day ….. 

  

Bible Reading –  John 15:1-5, 8-10 

  Jesus said to his disciples: 'I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-

grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every 

branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  Abide in 

me as I abide in you. 

 Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,, 

neither can you unless you abide in me.  

 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit,  because apart from me you can do nothing.  

My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 

disciples.' As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 

love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,  just as I 

have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 
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TALK—see CWEO pastoral letter for 24th January 2021 

Luke 1: 26-31 and 38   
  

In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the angel Gabriel 
to a town in Galilee named Nazareth. He had a message for a young 
woman promised in marriage to a man named Joseph, who was a 
descendant of King David. Her name was Mary. The angel came to her 
and said, "Peace be with you! The Lord is with you and has greatly 
blessed you!" Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and 
she wondered what his words meant. The angel said to her, "Don't be 
afraid, Mary; God has been gracious to you.  You will become pregnant 
and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus.  

 And having been reminded of how her cousin Elizabeth is now ‘with 
child’ despite being past child bearing age and that there is nothing that 
God cannot do, Mary replies with her simple statement of faith and trust 
in God, that is echoed in our covenant prayer, saying: 
 

I am the Lords servant - Let it be to me according to your will. 
 

SONG—Servant King 
 

From heaven you came helpless babe, 
Entered our world, your glory veiled, 
Not to be served but to serve, 
And give Your life that we might live. 

    This is our God, The Servant King, 
    He calls us now to follow Him. 
    To bring our lives as a daily offering, 
    Of worship to The Servant King. 

There in the garden of tears, 
My heavy load he chose to bear, 
His heart with sorrow was torn, 
'Yet not My will but Yours, ' He said. 

    This is our God, The Servant King………… 

 Come see His hands and His feet 
The scars that speak of sacrifice 
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered 
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    This is our God, The Servant King……….. 

So let us learn how to serve, 
And in our lives enthrone him, 
Each other’s needs to prefer, 
For it is Christ we’re serving.  
 
      This is our God, The Servant King………..   x2 

Link to Covenant prayer of commitment. 

The traditional phraseology of ‘put me to suffering’ is understood in the context of, 

’suffer the little children to come unto me’ which means ‘let the children... come to me’ - 

in other words we are promising to let God have his way in our lives. 

 

Covenant prayer  
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, 

let us again accept our place within this covenant 

which God has made with us and with all who are called to be Christ's disciples.  

This means that, by the help of the Holy Spirit, 

we accept God's purpose for us, 

and the call to love and serve God 

in all our life and work. 
 

Christ has many services to be done: 

some are easy, others are difficult; 

some bring honour, others bring reproach; 

some are suitable to our natural inclinations and material interests, 

others are contrary to both; 

in some we may please Christ and please ourselves; 

in others we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves. 

Yet the power to do all these things is given to us in Christ, 

  who strengthens us. 
 

Therefore let us make this covenant of God our own. 

Let us give ourselves to him, trusting in his promises and relying on his grace. 
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Eternal God, in your faithful and enduring love 

you call us to share in your gracious covenant in Jesus Christ. 

In obedience we hear and accept your commands; 

in love we seek to do your perfect will;  

with joy we offer ourselves anew to you. 

We are no longer our own but yours.   
 

I am no longer my own but yours. 

Your will, not mine, be done in all things, 

  wherever you may place me, 

  in all that I do and in all that I may endure; 

  when there is work for me  and when there is none; 

  when I am troubled and when I am at peace. Your will be done 

  when I am valued  and when I am disregarded; 

  when I find fulfilment and when it is lacking; 

  when I have all things, and when I have nothing. 

 

I willingly offer all I have and am, to serve you, as and where you choose. 

 

Glorious and blessèd God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

you are mine and I am yours. May it be so for ever. 

Let this covenant now made on earth 

be fulfilled in heaven.  Amen. 

 

 HYMN—’When I survey’ 
 

                    When I survey the wondrous cross, 

  on which the Prince of Glory died, 

  my richest gain I count but loss, 

  and pour contempt on all my pride. 

      Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

  save in the death of Christ my God; 

  all the vain things that charm me most, 

  I sacrifice them to his blood. 
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   See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

  sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

  did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 

  or thorns compose so rich a crown?  

 

                    Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

           that were an offering far too small; 

           love so amazing, so divine, 

           demands my soul, my life, my all  

                     love so amazing, so divine, 

            demands my soul, my life, my all     
    

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 
  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all, evermore.  Amen.   
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his 

people  

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

 And also with you  

 

                                                     All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934  

 

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 

time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in similar 

circumstances to yourself, and encourage and help each other as part of your 

ongoing worship and care of one another.   

 


