
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 10th January 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

Over the next three weeks we will be looking at what the bible has to say about a 

Covenant Relationship. God has already made a binding covenant, or promise, with us, 

and now invites us to make a commitment back to him. In today’s OT reading from 

Jeremiah we see a significant shift in policy; the old approach with a series of rules and 

regulations given to Moses and religiously enforced has not worked as well as hoped. 

So now God says, there will be a new covenant, with everyone taking responsibility for 

their own relationship; a direct and personal relationship; with no-on telling us what 

to do. ‘God will be our God and we will be his people’, or as the Methodist Covenant 

prayer puts it, ‘You are mine and I am yours.’  

Our other reading from 1 Corinthians makes a similar point in terms of our personal 

commitment to God as part of the body of the church.  Again the imagery is that of  

everyone having responsibility for the fruit that they produce, as part of the church, 

for the kingdom of God. So no one can say that they don’t belong or are less important 

than any other member, as everyone in the body needs to play their part for the 

whole to operate as it should. And our willingness to work in this way is summed up in 

the covenant prayer where we will say, ‘I willingly offer all I have and am, to serve 

you’. 

As well as not expecting others to do what we should be doing, we need to allow each 

other to fully share what they have to offer. In this ‘way of being church’ the key task 

that I and others, with leadership responsibilities, have is therefore to, ‘encourage the 

ministry of others’, in all its varied and wonderful forms, as we work together towards 

an agreed and common aim. And that is what we are trying to do as we embark on this 

three-week series and invite your response through the attached form. I look forward 

to hearing from you, and working with you, in the coming days, as we learn together, 

‘How2Be church’ to  ‘serve the present age’.                David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe,  and Val Noble.  
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Journeying God, who beckons us to join you on the road, be with all your 

people as we set out into this new year.  Give courage to the cautious, 

strength to the weary, vision to the short-sighted, hope to those who are 

broken in spirit. 

When we are unsure of where you are leading and cannot chart our path 

or progress, give us trust and a toleration of not knowing. 

When we are certain about the pattern of your mission, give us humility - and the 

grace to listen and learn from each new situation. 

Journeying God, help us to follow you, however risky it seems, for in you lies our 

ultimate security - and our greatest freedom.  Amen 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

In the coming weeks please pray for 

Those administering and receiving the Covid-19 vaccine. 

Families who are again adjusting to home schooling; staff and children of key 

workers who will be in school and in early years provision throughout this time of 

high transmission levels; exam students who are worried about what will happen 

this year. 

Those who are having to ‘shield’ again, and those who are suffering from the 

effects of the virus, either in hospital or at home.   

For all ‘front line’ workers. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayers 



Nativity Scene Competition   Thank you 

to everyone who took part in the 

Billericay Methodist Church Facebook 

Nativity Scene competition. The 

Nativity Scenes were all lovely and 

brought something special to a very 

different Christmas.  The winner with 

the most ‘likes’ is Arthur aged 3 (left)      

and the Judges Award goes to Phoebe aged 3. Congratulations!! 

Sue H  

Pastoral 

Dear Church Family, I just wanted to thank you all for the prayers and support you 

have given myself and family over 2020, and also the cards and messages I have 

received since Denis passed away.  Keep safe and well, till we meet again. Love 

and God's blessings on you all. Audrey Hacker 

 

Keith Overall's Funeral will be on 11th January, 11.30am, at Chelmsford 

Crematorium, for invited friends only, but please keep the family in your prayers. 

Encouragement 

Seen on a walk on 

2nd Jan - the 

promise of Spring.      

                   Pam C 

New Year’s Honours. We sent our congratulations to Dave and 

Chris Bagley, whom many of you will remember, on their being 

awarded MBE's recently and received this reply 
 

“Hi David -  that’s very kind of you and to hear of the response 

of the friends down in Billericay was really heart-warming, it is a 

great honour but we do genuinely receive it on behalf of the 

1000’s that support the work through prayer, volunteering and 

giving -  so as my sending Church this is as much their MBE as 

ours.      

Thank you again.   Kind regards,     Dave Bagley MBE” 

YOUR RESPONSE is needed 

With this week’s CWEO, and for the next two weeks, there is an important form for 

you to complete and return. I won’t repeat what is written on that form except to 

say that far reaching decisions about the medium and long term future of this 

church will be made on the basis of your feedback, so that we can plan a 

sustainable and effective approach using to the full that which God has given us. So 

please make every effort to get your completed form back in good time and no 

later than the end of January. I’m happy to answer any questions that arise from 

your reading of the form and thank you in advance for all you will be offering to 

help with – David B   
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Ann N.writes “The Carol ‘O Little town of Bethlehem’ always reminds me of a trip 

to Israel, which my husband and I made years ago”. Having taken in all the 

traditional sites, with an Israeli coach tour, the guide asked did anyone know the 

carol.  I said I knew the tune but not all of the words and was promptly handed 

the words and a mike!!” 

At the end of the tour the guide invited Ann and her husband to share in her 

family’s sabbath meal that evening, with prayers, food and lots of lively 

discussions, covering a wide spectrum. 

“I went to discover mainly Christian sites but came away with a warm memory of 

our guide, who went to great lengths to make our trip a fulfilling event, and 

showed a non-Jewish couple kindness and acceptance in their family gathering.” 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 15th January 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

  

Gathered Worship.  With increasing measures necessary to reduce 

the spread of Covid-19 across the country we have made the decision 

not to meet for gathered worship during this period of national 

lockdown. 

Printed copies of service material will continue to be provided for those without 

internet access. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church website 

homepage for links to a variety of worship resources and our Learning Together 

about Jesus  for all age resources. 

Encouragement 
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