
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 17th January 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

In this the second of a series of three, we recognise that though God has been faithful 

to us we have not been faithful in our response, and we have broken the covenant. 

And so, we say a prayer of confession and ask for God’s forgiveness and  then discover 

that God, being a God of love, is ready and eager to forgive us.   

As followers of Jesus, there are two distinct ways in which we can spoil and break the 

covenant between us. The first is to think too much of ourselves and believe that we 

can manage without God. The second is to think too little of ourselves and believe that 

what we have to offer is not significant, and that God can manage quite well without 

us. Both are a profound denial of the covenant relationship that God is wanting to 

have with us. 

In the reading (last time!) from 1 Corinthians 12, Paul tackles this by saying that every 

part of the body is important in its own way, and no one should say that they are more 

or less important than any other part, or act as if they were not needed. 

In today’s reading from Matthew 14, Jesus makes a similar point as the disciples are 

faced with a huge and hungry crowd far from home. When asked by Jesus how they 

are going to feed the crowd, they reply, ‘All we have are five loaves and two fish.’ To 

which Jesus simply says, ‘Then bring them here to me.’ The story ends by telling us 

that everyone then had more than enough. 

The message from both passages is clear - We are to offer what we have, and not what 

we don’t have; Jesus will then use all that is offered to do his will.  So let us confess 

today both our pride and false modesty, both our self-reliance and lack of self-worth. 

And if you have not already done so, using the attached form,  consider carefully what 

you have to offer. For with that offering, Jesus as the head of the body,  will enable 

you to play your part as a member of that body, and  create the church that is needed 

to ‘see the kingdom come’.                    David   

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe,  and Val Noble.  
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Help us, O Lord, to conquer all harshness of judgement with your 

gentleness; to quench all meanness of spirit with your generosity and to 

defeat all indifference of compassion with your fervour.  Teach us to be 

courageous in loving, patient in suffering and attentive in prayer; through 

Christ our Lord.  Amen                                         Clement XI (1649-1721) 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Pastoral 

In the coming weeks please pray for 

  Unity in the UK as we follow the spirit and not just the rules of the lockdown,   

  willingly going beyond what is asked of us in order to protect others, and to   

  respect all those on the frontline who are working endlessly to support and care    

  for us. 

  A peaceful transition of power in the USA to a new administration who will be able  

  to work towards a greater unity of purpose for their country. 

  Equality of vaccine supply to the poorer nations across the world and a fair  

  distribution within their populations.              Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayers 

The Funeral Service for Denis Hacker will take place on Wednesday 20th January, 

12.30pm at Chelmsford Crematorium, and is by invitation only.  Donations in 

memory of Denis can be made to St Luke’s.  Please continue to remember all the 

family in your prayers. 

Thank you. Len Hale would like to thank everyone for the cards he received on the 

occasion of his 98th birthday. He really appreciated all your kind words and also 

the telephone calls he received on the day.   



Encouragement 

YOUR RESPONSE is needed 

Covenant Commitment Form - Thank you to all those who have already completed 

and returned their form. A further copy is included this week, and I await your offers 

of help so that 'as and when it is safe to do so', we can resume with confidence and 

move forward - Every Blessing.   David B  
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Happy New Year! 

Thank you so much for the gift of funds that helped us carry out a 

successful 2020 Christmas outreach mission. I take this 

opportunity to humbly appreciate individuals and all family 

members from Billericay Methodist Church who have contributed 

and supported our 2020 Christmas food gift appeal. God Bless you. 

We count it a privilege to serve together with you 

to reach out to 180 Family households in 

Mwakirunge dumpsite. The food aid was a timely 

intervention during Christmas season where 

majority of the local population are affected by economic hardship 

following the continued covid19 pandemic.  

You will realize from the photos it was not easy to keep social 

distance particularly when everyone is looking for food support. 

We minimize larger gatherings, and mostly visited families in the 

homes while in some cases cluster the beneficiaries into small 

groups for convenient distribution of food. At times I found myself 

without a mask but altogether I was safe. We thank God and are 

very grateful for your timely support at a time like 

this. God Bless you In Christ Service,   

Rev. Sammy Kagwi 

We visited a widow 

with her only son who 

is deaf. Through 

interpretation the son 

explains his desire to 

learn carpentry and 

help support her. The 

family was very 

Thankful of the gifts 

you supported. God 

Bless you. 

The Grand Mum was 

the eldest beneficiary 

We've received a detailed summary & many photos from Rev. Sammy for the 

Christmas food parcels Distribution. Here's a taster, with more available online 

together with the Jan 2021 Grace Centre Report.   Kenya Partnership   

300 Christmas Food Hampers 

were distributed to local families 

through Billericay Food Bank 

this year.  Thank you to all who 

supported this initiative. 

Do you have a laptop or tablet that you no longer 

use?  If you would be happy to donate it to a 

local school to help a pupil study at home please 

make sure that you have removed all your 

personal accounts and data files and contact 

David Bagwell who will be able to pass them on 

to the school IT department.   Thank you. 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/about/kenya-partnership/


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 22nd January 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

  

Gathered Worship.  With increasing measures necessary to reduce 

the spread of Covid-19 across the country we have made the decision 

not to meet for gathered worship during this period of national 

lockdown. 

Printed copies of service material will continue to be provided for those without 

internet access. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church website 

homepage for links to a variety of worship resources and our Learning Together 

about Jesus  for all age resources. 

Encouragement 

Seven times a day, as I work upon this hungry 

farm, I say to Thee,  

  “Lord, why am I here?  What is there here to stir    

    my gifts to growth? - I who am captive to this  

    dreary toil? 

And seven times a day Thou answerest, 

  “I cannot do without thee.   

   Once did my Son live thy life,  

   and by His faithfulness did show My mind,  

   My Kindness, and My truth to men.   

   But now He is come to My side,  

   and thou must take His place.” 

                                       from Hebridean Altars - Alistair Maclean 
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