
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 31st January 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

It seems to be increasingly difficult to know where to place our trust these days. We may 

have come a long way since the infamous 1960’s Panorama “documentary” about spaghetti 

growing on trees but some of you may have done an astonished doubletake as you 

watched Her Majesty the Queen doing a Tik Tok dance recently as part of her alternative 

Christmas Day message on Channel 4. Of course, it wasn’t Her Majesty the Queen but the 

use of digital technology and a comedienne to create “Deepfake Queen”. We have over 

recent years also endured countless cries of “Fake News” by those who themselves are 

dubious in their authenticity, which has further led to an erosion of trust in authority and 

authoritative sources. 

The question is not just what but whom to trust when those in authority often fail to live 

up to expectation. The so-called “impure spirit” in Mark 1: 21-28 challenges Jesus’ 

authority over its own kingdom (the man) and one wonders whether there is more fear 

than arrogance in its question.  It recognises Jesus for who he really is, “the Holy One of 

God”. Jesus is no fake and however much it may shriek and scream, Jesus shows he has 

authority over even the dark powers. We remember here that it is not the man who is evil 

– but the spirit within – and that is a sharp distinction. We remember also that Jesus 

doesn’t condemn or judge him, doesn’t berate nor even ignore but instead with love and 

compassion frees the man from his spiritual imprisonment. Here we remember Paul’s 

famous words about what love is and what it is not (1 Cor: 13 v1-7) ; patience, kindness, 

neither rude nor boastful and keeps no records of wrongs. Love is God’s DNA and we are 

made in the image of God so must also have that same potential. The confrontation in the 

Temple is a microcosm of salvation – a tiny reflection of what is to come. What is also 

noticeable is that Jesus’ actions and words are always in alignment. At times our self-will 

may dare to ask the same question as the impure spirit, but we trust in the Good (not fake) 

News, through the Holy Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit who are mysteriously 

entwined as one, who continue to speak and act in our world and whose authority extends 

over all.         Rachel 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Awaken us, O God, to that faith which dies unless it clothes the naked, 

feeds the hungry, comforts the sorrowing, shelters the destitute and 

binds up the broken; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Menno Simons (1496-1561) 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Prayer For A Pandemic 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

Remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 

Remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home  

Remember those who must choose between preserving  

their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children  

when their schools close,  

Remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

Remember those who have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 

Remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home  

Remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, Let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 

Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours.  Amen 
Margaret P 



Encouragement 
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Notices 

AGM Reports  We are attempting to build an AGM report for BMC 

For the Group/activity where you may have been leader/helper within the church I 

would be grateful if you could send me a brief report of your activities for the past 

year - by Feb14th latest please. 

As far as I am able, a personal email will follow giving further details. 

Thank you 

Mike Tuggey   

One of the best known of the Desert Fathers of fourth-century Egypt, St Sarapion 

the Sindonite, travelled once on a pilgrimage to Rome.  Here we was told of a 

celebrated recluse, a woman who lived always in one 

room, never going out.  Sceptical about her way of life 

- for he was a great wanderer - Sarapion called on her 

and asked: 

         ‘Why are you sitting here?’ 

To this she replied: 

         ‘I am not sitting.  I am on a journey.’ 

In response to our recent appeal for spare laptops or tablets we are delighted to 

say that David has been able to take a further 3 along to Ingrave Johnstone 

Primary to help children with home schooling during coming weeks.  The school are 

really grateful for this very practical help.  

 

In a recent magazine article titled ‘Seeing Clearly’ Revd 

Dr Jonathan R Hustler writes about the change he 

experienced in his sight when he accepted a 

consultants recommendation that he undergo a simple 

laser procedure.  “The colours all seemed brighter than I 

remembered them.  It was as if there were more light in 

the world.”    

Algernon Charles Swinburne a novelist of the nineteenth century whose view of 

Christianity was that it sucked the joy out of life wrote “Thou hast conquered, O 

pale Galilean; the world has grown grey from thy breath.”  

“Swinburne could not have been more wrong”, writes Revd Dr Hustler, “Christ the 

light of life restores the colour that is lost and lifts our hearts to rejoice in God’s 

creation.  Sadly, there are those who hold Swinburne’s view (and sometimes 

churches have given them evidence for this) that the mission of the Church is to 

diminish rather than increase the joys of living.  Our task as Christians is not to try 

to argue with that but with quiet confidence to offer a personal knowledge of Jesus, 

the light of life.  Those who accept the invitation will start to see differently - and joy 

and delight will follow.”    (from the Connexion;  Winter 2021) 



BMC Garden Bird watch challenge 

It’s the time of year when the RSPB invite us to take part in 

the ‘Big Garden Birdwatch’ and this year the survey dates 

are from  29th - 31st January.  For those with online access 

there may still be time to sign up if you would like to join in 

by visiting  RSPB website 

However, for those of you who would like 

to join in just for fun at a local level then I 

am challenging you to spend an hour 

looking out for your garden visitors and recording all the 

different kinds of birds that you see.  Let me know how you 

get on and if you manage to get a picture for CWEO I’d love to 

receive that too.                                                                   Ann B     

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 5th February 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

  

Gathered Worship.  With increasing measures necessary to reduce 

the spread of Covid-19 across the country we have made the decision 

not to meet for gathered worship during this period of national 

lockdown. 

Printed copies of service material will continue to be provided for those without 

internet access. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church website 

homepage for links to a variety of worship resources and our Learning Together 

about Jesus  for all age resources. 

Encouragement 
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