
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 14th February 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

Last week we looked at the trinity part of the Celtic symbol on the front of the worship 

sheet and the ‘team approach’ of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This week our 

focus shifts to the circle that is woven through those three aspects of God. Colour in 

just the circle this time; a circle that traditionally represents both the world in which 

we live, and the unbroken nature of the commitment that God has made to each and 

every part of that world. All of which is summed up in that key verse from John 3:16 

that, ’God so loved the world that he gave his only Son’.   

The world is given to us in trust, and we are uniquely responsible for its health and 

welfare ( Gen 1:28) One of the commitments a group of us have made in the covenant 

responses is to explore and encourage ways for us as a church and as individuals to 

care for the environment and to counter the catastrophic effects of climate change as 

glaciers melt and sea levels rise, pollution of the air resumes and the fertile soil slips 

away. These are not side issues but central to the work of the church in its 

humanitarian mission to establish the kingdom on earth as it is in the mind of God. 

If the pandemic has taught us anything in 2020, it is that we are all connected, and 

what happens in one part of the world affects us all eventually. Can we connect in 

2021 in a more positive way and as we count our jabs in tens of millions share our 

bounty of pre-ordered vaccines with those who are counting their jabs in mere 

thousands; setting aside our naturally selfish agenda, that delivers votes, for a 

spiritually more loving approach; having a one world approach every day and not just 

in ‘One World Week’. Next week we will bring it all together as we look at the 

unbroken relationship between God and the world, but till then keep praying and 

working for the salvation of the whole world and not just our part of it, cos we’re ‘all 

in this together’.   

Yours ready to wait a little longer for his vaccine.      David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Gracious God, we confess that we have been slow to recognise how 

carelessly we have treated your precious gift of creation.  Our addictive 

lifestyles have encouraged us to take, use and cast aside. We have 

plundered finite resources with little thought for poorer communities and 

future generations. We acknowledge our guilt and ask you to change our 

hearts. May we glimpse the possibilities of a new, shared and more just way of 

living.  May we know your forgiveness and act upon it so that we may receive your 

fullness of life and know lasting contentment.  In the name of Christ, we ask to 

hear your words of forgiveness and may the gift of your Spirit blow through us.                       

Amen                                                                                (Methodist Prayer Handbook 20-21) 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Notices 

Kenya Partnership. We know from Rev. Sammy that The bio-farm 

project is developing well. Produce & crops are growing in 

abundance & they now have enough to sell some to local schools 

& in markets. In order to do this, they will really need mechanised 

transport. This will cost between £1700 (Secondhand) & £2500  (New)  

This is well beyond the means of our Partnership, but if anyone knows of a local 

business or company that might consider funding this as their "annual charitable 

donation", please let us know. This happened some years ago for the Taxi-bikes 

and they have been very successful. 

Thank you. The Kenya group. 



Encouragement 
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Thanks to Martin H who has appreciated 

garden bird watching over the last year 

and has sent in these photos.  

Ann N has been a long time supporter of Mouth and Foot 

Artists and never ceases to be amazed at their talent, as 

they work with such patience and determination holding the 

paintbrush in their mouth or between their toes. She writes 

“Tearing away January’s page on their 2021 Calendar I was 

met with a blaze of vibrant colour and the 

title ‘Spring is on the way’. Yes, the days are 

getting longer, Spring and Summer are on 

the way, we have an incredible health 

service rolling out vaccines at an 

unbelievable rate, so there is much to say than you for and be 

positive about.”     

Brain Teaser 

 

What is the number of the parking space? 

Answer in next week’s issue! 

Leadership team report 

On Wednesday night,  23 church members met together on zoom to discuss the 

issues arising from the covenant response forms. The aim of this initial meeting 

was to agree some basic principles for the work and witness of the church that 

might then lead to practical proposals to be put to the next Church Council and 

AGM in March.  Two key principles, in terms of property and worship, were that we 

were to ‘build community’ through the use of our buildings, and to offer worship 

that would reach out to all those currently worshipping with us online, alongside 

what we are able to do face to face.  We also discussed the need to maintain 

regular contact in some way with those currently receiving the CWEO and hardcopy 

worship material. We agreed to meet again via zoom to consider specific proposals 

in these and other areas on Friday 26th February at 2pm, and then to circulate to 

everyone the suggested way forward ahead of a rescheduled Church Council/AGM 

on Sunday 21st March at 2pm.              David Bagwell 

  

Please continue to pray for Rev Brenda Gutberlet as she recovers from a major 

operation earlier this week.  



The theme of this year’s World Day of Prayer Service is “Build on 

a Strong Foundation” and the liturgy has been prepared by the 

Christian women of Vanuatu. 

Billericay Churches will be holding an online service from the 

Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in Laindon Road, on Friday 

5th March at 10.30am, which can be accessed at 

https://youtu.be/29u_QmlDloo at the time, or watched later. 
 

Please have a stone next to you because this will form part of the 

service.  
 

If you would like to take part in the Service, or need further 

information, please contact: Pauline Randall     

 

 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 19th February 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

  

Gathered Worship.  With increasing measures necessary to reduce 

the spread of Covid-19 across the country we have made the decision 

not to meet for gathered worship during this period of national 

lockdown. 

Printed copies of service material will continue to be provided for those without 

internet access. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church website 

homepage for links to a variety of worship resources and our Learning Together 

about Jesus  for all age resources. 

Encouragement 

Build on a strong foundation 
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