
Connecting with each other 
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Sunday 21st February 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

Today we bring it all together, combining the unbroken symbol of the Trinity with the 

unbroken circle of God’s love for the created world. But the way that we bring them 

together is important, in terms of our worship, for unlike a marriage the two do not 

become one but must remain two. 

For the wordsmiths amongst you it’s the subtle but crucial difference between pantheism 

(meaning God ‘theo’ is all ‘pan’) and panentheism (meaning God is in ‘en’ all).  The first 

being a dangerous heresy, the second a useful key to the Celtic approach to worshipping an 

‘Everyday God’.  

As Christians we believe that God is to be worshipped, as present and active in every 

created thing; we do not believe that every created thing is (a) God and therefore to be 

worshipped.  We worship God and God alone, but we can see God and appreciate him in 

the beauty and creativity of the world around us.   

That is why the symbol we have been studying  is two separate shapes, weaving in and out 

of each other, but still distinct from each other, for God is not only to be found within the 

world as one incarnate and immanent in Jesus,  he is also transcendent; holy, other, 

distinct and uncreated. And as to which shape is weaving itself through which….. well the 

active element of the symbol is God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, moving with purpose in 

and through the circle of the world, touching it with his love and care - and not the other 

way round. 

Having said all of that I do include, to get you thinking, another variant of this symbol that 

stops us separating God too much. Trace this symbol with your finger and you will see that 

it is a single line that includes both God in three persons and the world. But this time it’s a 

symbol of a fractured world. God so loved this broken fallen world that he entered into it 

and became one with us so as to save us. He humbled himself and became a lowly servant 

to save us as he died on a cross; and he then entered into the earth before rising again and 

ascending into heaven. That too is gloriously true.         David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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To you, Lord Jesus Christ, thanksgiving and praise!  Your life touches 

ours at so many points.  Thank you for lighting up our thoughts, our 

feelings and our wills. Focus your light in our lives, like a healing laser, 

so that your love shines out through us to others: cast out our fear with 

your love, transfigure despair with your hope, and to confusion, bring 

your clarity, so  that our thanksgiving is endless.    Amen                     

                                                                                                        (Seasons and Celebrations) 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Notices 

World day of Prayer Service -  Friday 5th March - 10.30am. If you 

would like to follow the service but do not have internet access 

printed service booklets are available. Please contact Lorraine H if 

you would like to have a copy.  

God our Father, you gave yourself to the world in Jesus 

to make a way for us to reach you. 

Now as the body of Christ, 

may we give ourselves in service, 

proclaiming the good news of your love, 

and being your people in the world. 
(Seasons and Celebrations) 



Encouragement 
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‘Pilgrim,  

  when your ship, long moored in harbour gives      

  you the illusion of being a house; 

  when your ship begins to put down roots in the    

  stagnant water by the quay, 

  PUT OUT TO SEA! 

  Save your boat’s journeying soul 

  And your own pilgrim soul, 

  Cost what it may!’ 
                                           Archbishop Helder Camara 

Our thanks to 

Painting for Pleasure 

for providing us with 

an exhibition on the 

theme of ‘Light’ 

which is currently on display on 

the doors and windows of 

Queens Park. 
 

If you are able to get out for 

some exercise why not head in 

that direction and take a look. 

Brain Teaser   -   How did you get on with this puzzle in last 

weeks issue?  The answer is 87.  Still not sure why?  Rotate your 

page 180 degrees and all should become clear. - Not just a 

brain workout but perhaps also a life lesson!  Sometimes an 

answer only becomes clear when we look at things from a different perspective. 

 You may like to revisit our worship theme ‘Deeper Water’ for further reflection. 

God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

three in one and one in three, 

joined together in perfect love, 

as we meet with you 

may we know your loving care, 

follow your selfless example 

and be encouraged by your divine Spirit; 

then we too shall be bound together in your love, 

and know you as our eternal God. 
(The Word in the World) 

Kenya Partnership. As we're 

now in the season of Lent, 

we shall soon be holding our 

annual "Easter Food 

Parcels" appeal. As at Christmas time, Rev. 

Sammy will deliver food items to the 

neediest families on the Mwakirunge 

Dumpsite on the outskirts of Mombasa. 

More details next week, but please 

prayerfully consider if you might be able to 

make a small donation. 

Thank you. The Kenya group. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VK2j-xhOK80&feature=youtu.be


 

 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 26th February 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

  

Gathered Worship.  With increasing measures necessary to reduce 

the spread of Covid-19 across the country we have made the decision 

not to meet for gathered worship during this period of national 

lockdown. 

Printed copies of service material will continue to be provided for those without 

internet access. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church website 

homepage for links to a variety of worship resources and our Learning Together 

about Jesus  for all age resources. 

Encouragement 

As the rain hides the stars,  

  as the autumn mist hides the hills, 

happenings of my lot  

  hide the shining of Thy face from me. 

Yet, if I may hold Thy hand 

  in the darkness, it is enough; 

since I know that, 

  though I may stumble in my going, 

Thou dost not fall.           

 

Alistair Maclean 
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