
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 7th February 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

On the front cover of the service sheet each week are two symbols. One is a bee, linked 

to our church theme for this year of How2Be church. See the notice overleaf about how 

we will further develop that theme as we respond to the Covenant Commitment forms 

returned in the last few weeks. The other is a Celtic knot symbol illustrating both the 

nature and activity of God. Over the next three weeks I will explore the significance of 

that symbol, based on a triquetra or trinity knot, and see what it says about the unique 

love of God, and the relationship between us and the world in which we live. 

The Symbol is actually two unbroken lines woven together – trace each with your finger 

and then colour in the one that has the three points (leave the circle plain). This symbol 

represents God as, ‘three persons joined as one’. We believe there is only one God, but 

we understand and experience God in three different ways as Father, Son and Spirit. 

For instance, if you read the story of the baptism of Jesus in Matthew 3:13-17, you can 

see there the presence and activity of God, both as Father and as Spirit, in the anointing 

of Jesus as Son. In verse 15 we hear Jesus asking to be baptised by his cousin John, as 

many others had been previously. But then in verse 16, the unique relationship with 

God is confirmed as the Spirit of God comes down upon him like a dove, and the voice of 

God the Father, declares Jesus to be ‘my own dear Son’. 

At other times Jesus will pray to his Father (Matthew 26:39) and breathe out the Holy 

Spirit (John 20:22) as he draws upon the love of God and  then shares that love with 

others. He is at all times, one with the Father; the living presence of the Spirit; the man 

who according to 1 Timothy 2: 5 brings God and human beings together. Through Jesus, 

the whole human race and indeed the whole of creation, as we shall see next time, can 

know God as a loving heavenly Father and be spiritually renewed by His Spirit.  

David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

Notices 

AGM Reports  We are attempting to build an AGM report for BMC 

For the Group/activity where you may have been leader/helper within the church I 

would be grateful if you could send me a brief report of your activities for the past 

year - by Feb14th latest please. 

As far as I am able, a personal email will follow giving further details. 

Thank you           Mike Tuggey   
 

Church Prayer Chains.  For the last couple of months, I have had problems sending 

out Prayer Chain messages. These are now resolved, but I would be grateful if those 

in the Chains could check ALL their email boxes regularly to ensure that prayer 

requests aren’t going astray again. Thanks.  Geraldine.  

A Prayer for February 2021   As we wait for our vaccinations and look 

forward to the day when life will return to some kind of normality – 

we thank you God for the time that you give us every day to know and 

do your will,  and see your kingdom come. For the time to wait in hope 

and expectation; the time to think and reflect; the  time to prepare for 

all that still lies ahead. We give you thanks and praise. 

And in it all, the waiting and the doing, may we know your constant love 

and careful guidance. Amen. 

Rev Sammy has shared concerns for prayer for Kenya where a scheduled 

referendum seems to be focussing more on transforming the future political 

leadership structure than on transforming the lives of the poor.  Please also pray for 

children who will not return to education following school closures because of 

economic pressure and where child marriage rates have increased in recent months. 

We remember the life of Captain Sir Tom Moore, and how much 

he has inspired us during this last year.  Please  pray for his 

family during this sad time.  For your determined effort, your 

encouraging words, your grace, humility and kindness we thank 

you Sir Tom.   
  Apr 1920  -  Feb 2021 
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Kenya Partnership Update. We have sent Rev. Sammy, on your 

behalf, a donation towards the ongoing work at The Grace Centre. 

He tells us he plans the use this for the new Resource centre, as 

detailed in last week's CWEO. 

This from Sammy: 

     ‘We are now using a big parcentage of funds to put up the infrastructure for 

the  resource center which will go filling the gap on access to information 

and educational materials to our local community at this time when physical 

learning is a challenge.’ 

Please continue to pray for this vital community initiative in Mombasa. 

Pam, Maggie, Geraldine & Heather 

Our Young people from Rock Solid are currently engaged in a challenge 

to complete  a virtual 40 mile trek to Everest in order to raise funds for 

specialised medical treatment needed for a young man called Harry 

who has a very rare form of cancer.  Whether by walking, running, or 

cycling etc. they will be contributing to the target miles before their next zoom 

meeting on 12th Feb and Nathan and Katy will then both match them!  If you would 

like to support their efforts and donate direct please visit the fundraising page here.  

Covenant commitment forms.  Thank you to all those who, after much thought and 

prayer have returned their forms. A total of 75 forms were received which is a good 

response rate for this type of exercise and will give us some clear guidance as to 

what is possible at this stage. Over the coming weeks, I will give further feedback 

about discussions and proposals being made in specific areas but today I  want to 

explain how you can be further involved in this process, as we approach the 

1st April, when any new patterns may begin.  

I have produced a summary of all the responses given in the three areas, along with 

proposals for possible ways to use those responses, using a number key where 

necessary to preserve anonymity. This is available via the Friday email or you can 

contact me to ask for a printed hard copy. This document will form the basis of a 

zoom leadership meeting on Weds 10th February which replaces the Feb. CC 

originally planned, and to that meeting will be invited those with key 

responsibilities in the areas under discussion.  I hope that that meeting will then 

agree on the proposals that will be brought to a joint zoom AGM/CC, open to all, in 

early March for further discussion and voting. Copies of the paperwork for this 

meeting will likewise be made available in good time for you to consider and 

comment on. 

As you will see from the summary many of our existing office holders have gladly 

recommitted themselves to their work and there are also a number of areas where 

we can begin new work with a committed team of new volunteers. But there are 

also some key areas where we now have a vacancy, or no people volunteering to 

help, and that may require us to radically change what we do. This may apply to our 

pattern of worship, weekly notices and children’s work, to name 

but three. So please continue to pray over this process in the 

coming days so that together we can take those difficult 

decisions and make those changes that are needed at this time.  

                                                                      David Bagwell     1.2.21  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/harrys-healing-fund?member=8330422&utm_medium=email&utm_source=product&utm_campaign=p_email%2Binviteacceptedemailtoteammember


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 12th February 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

  

Gathered Worship.  With increasing measures necessary to reduce 

the spread of Covid-19 across the country we have made the decision 

not to meet for gathered worship during this period of national 

lockdown. 

Printed copies of service material will continue to be provided for those without 

internet access. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church website 

homepage for links to a variety of worship resources and our Learning Together 

about Jesus  for all age resources. 

Encouragement 

Three-in-one God, three things we ask of you: that we may see you 

more clearly, love you more dearly, follow you more nearly, day by day. 

May we see you more clearly in the world around us, in the needs of 

our neighbours, in the social and political events of history. 

May we love you more dearly in the delight of worship and devotion, in the 

challenge of service, in the enthusiasm with which we tell people about you. 

May we follow you more nearly into the places where people are struggling for 

justice, into the wilderness of people’s grief and pain, into the situations where 

peace is absent. 

Three-in-one God, strengthen and sustain us as we seek to be your people day by 

day.    Amen                                                                  (from Seasons and Celebrations) 
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