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Music  beforehand    

Reading— Mark 1:9-13   
 

Not long afterward Jesus came from Nazareth in the province of Galilee, 

and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  As soon as Jesus came up out of 

the water, he saw heaven opening and the Spirit coming down on him like 

a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, "You are my own dear Son. I am 

pleased with you."   At once the Spirit made him go into the desert,  where 

he stayed forty days, being tempted by Satan. Wild animals were there 

also, but angels came and helped him. 

Call to worship  

 

We  worship together as we say together: 

We are baptised in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
 
As we worship today may we know your presence with us 

Declaring us to be your child, and calling us to service. 

Come down upon us by your Spirit and equip us for ministry 

and give us the strength that we need 
to face the challenges of this day. Amen.  

  

Welcome and link to first hymn 

 

The writer of our first hymn was Martin Rinkart, a Lutheran minister who 

came to Eilenburg, Saxony at the beginning of the Thirty Years' War in 

1618. The walled city of Eilenburg became the refuge for political and 

military fugitives, but the result was overcrowding, and deadly pestilence 

and famine.  The Rinkart home was a refuge for the victims, even though 

he was often hard-pressed to provide for his own family.  

 

During the height of a severe plague in 1637, Rinkart was the only surviving 

pastor in Eilenburg, conducting as many as 50 funerals in a day. He 

performed more than 4000 funerals in that year, including that of his wife, 

and then later wrote this well known hymn. …. 
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SONG — ‘Now thank we all our God’    
 
Now thank we all our God 
with hearts and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, 
in whom his world rejoices; 
who from our mothers' arms 
has blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, 
and still is ours today. 
 
O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us, 
to keep us in his grace, 
and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills 
in this world and the next. 
 
All praise and thanks to God 
the Father now be given, 
the Son and Spirit blest, 
who reign sin highest heaven 
the one eternal God, 
whom heaven and earth adore; 
for thus it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore.   
 
Prayer for a Mothers Day during a pandemic  
 
This Mother’s Day is different, God. 
So many cannot visit their beloved mothers or grandmothers, 
or the women who have been like mothers. 
People feel so lonely because their hands 
are not held, their arms cannot hug. 
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Other families have had too much togetherness, 
and the past weeks have been tumultuous 
with tantrums and fights and frayed tempers, 
and too many words said too quickly. 
 
You are the one who hears our lament 
about what is, and what we deeply regret. 
 
Others are missing mothers or children who have died; 
the recently bereaved may not have been able 
to say in-person goodbyes, 
they have not been able to have funerals. 
 
You are the one who comforts us 
when we are aching and bereft. 

 
                         ……………….  
 
Giver of Life, fill us with your with love. 
Open our ears to hear each other’s stories 
so that we can be a community of hope, 
nurturing each and every person 
with tenderness and compassion, 
each one a treasured member of the family of God. 
 
Copyright Carol Penner www.leadinginworship.com" (shortened  and adapted) 

 
 And then a Prayer of confession   
 
Loving God as we give thanks 
    for those who have loved us unconditionally  
we recognise the fragile and fickle nature of much that we call love 
Forgive us for our lack of  love, 
    our lack of care and practical support.  
And guide us in the coming days 
   showing us  how to love others and ourselves  
   as you have loved us, in Jesus. 
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In his name we pray, inviting his spirit to transform our love 
to the glory of his name. Amen.   
 
HYMN  - Lord for thy tender mercies sake’   
 

Lord, for thy tender mercy's sake,  

lay not our sins to our charge, but forgive that is past 

and give us grace to amend our sinful lives; 

to decline from sin and incline to virtue, 

that we may walk in a perfect heart 

before thee now and evermore.   Amen. 

 

 Main Reading – Luke 4:1-13   
 

Jesus returned from the Jordan full of the Holy Spirit and was led by 

the Spirit into the desert,  where he was tempted by the Devil for 

forty days. In all that time he ate nothing, so that he was hungry 

when it was over.  The Devil said to him, "If you are God's Son, 

order this stone to turn into bread."  But Jesus answered, "The 

scripture says, 'Human beings cannot live on bread alone.' "   

 

Then the Devil took him up and showed him in a second all the 

kingdoms of the world.  "I will give you all this power and all this 

wealth," the Devil told him. "It has all been handed over to me, and 

I can give it to anyone I choose.  All this will be yours, then, if you 

worship me."  Jesus answered, "The scripture says, 'Worship the 

Lord your God and serve only him!' "   

 

Then the Devil took him to Jerusalem and set him on the highest 

point of the Temple, and said to him, "If you are God's Son, throw 

yourself down from here.  For the scripture says, 'God will order his 

angels to take good care of you.'  It also says, 'They will hold you up 
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with their hands so that not even your feet will be hurt on the stones.' 

"  But Jesus answered, "The scripture says, 'Do not put the Lord your God 

to the test.' "  

 

When the Devil finished tempting Jesus in every way,                                                                   

he left him for a while. 

 

 TALK—see CWEO pastoral letter for 14th  March 202 

  

Final Prayers   

 

Jesus, you were tempted in every way as we are 

and yet without sin; 

we admit that we are tempted even as we pray: 

Tempted— to listen only to ourselves and not to you,  

 

Tempted— to hear what we want to hear 

and not your more challenging word.   

 

Teach us now how to pray: 

To pray for others without self interest or unworthy agendas.  

 

To pray for ourselves without trying to bend you to our will. 

 

To pray for a world in need, recognising what is our responsibility   

 Amen. 
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And we say together the Lords Prayer ( traditional  version ) 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.   

 

HYMN— ‘Colours of day’ ( light up the  fire) 

Colours of day dawn into the mind, 

The sun has come up, the night is behind. 

Go down in the city, into the street, 

And let's give the message to the people we meet. 

 So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 

 Open the door, let Jesus return. 

 Take seeds of His Spirit, let the fruit grow, 

 Tell the people of Jesus, let His love show. 

Go through the park, on into the town; 

The sun still shines on, it never goes down. 

The light of the world is risen again; 

The people of darkness are needing a friend. 
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 So light up the fire and let the flame burn... 

 

Open your eyes, look into the sky, 

The darkness has come, the Son came to die. 

The evening draws on, the sun disappears, 

But Jesus is living, His Spirit is near. 

 So light up the fire and let the flame burn..., 

  

Open your eyes, look into the… 

 

 As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 
  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all, evermore.  

Amen.   
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people  

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

 And also with you  

                                                All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934  

 

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a time of 

fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in similar 

circumstances to yourself, and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing 

worship and care of one another.   


