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Forward

Please find, within these pages, a pen picture of
the life of our church during the pandemic from
March 2020. The individual reports from the three
sites are necessarily short and reflect the issues
and solutions as we attempt to move on from the
crisis. If you wish to add anything, or wish to help
in any way please feel free to contact the leader
identified at the bottom of each. Contact details can
be found in the information sheets situated at the
front of each church building, or in the church
directory.

Our thanks go to all those who have contributed in
any way to the life of our church during this  past
difficult year.
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Ministers Report
The year began like any other year, with the covenant services exploring a
‘2020 vision’ for the future. Little did we know what lay ahead. But that vision
for a fresh approach to church life has come into clearer focus, despite, or
perhaps because of, the pandemic and the break in the usual pattern. The
means to stay in contact with each other was the first priority and my thanks
to Ann on your behalf for all her hard work each and every week to put
together CWEO, a weekly magazine, which was distributed to everyone who
asked for it via hardcopy or email from the 1st April – see website for further
details. To this was then added a worship element which took various forms
as I explored what was possible, first in terms of YouTube links and a written
service sheet, and then in terms of Be.Live live broadcasts via YouTube on
a Sunday morning, that began with just 20 households tuning in or then
watching an edited version, to the present pattern which attracts up to 50
households at 10.30am and then a further 20-30 later on.

The church theme for the year 2020-2021 on ’How2Be’ church was launched
in September with a series of services and was followed up in the January
2021 covenant services with an appeal for a fresh commitment from all to
share the load, and make possible some new forms of outreach and service.
The questions raised by those offers and the significant gaps that still remain
will be explored in the coming days so that we might adopt a new pattern of
being church across three sites (including Herongate now) when it is safe
and possible to do so.

My thanks to all those who been so supportive during this last year,
particularly those who have worked so hard on finance, property, pastoral
matters and the new area of Covid risk assessment. As the poster outside
each site says ‘The building may be closed, but the church is alive and well…’
though having said that, with the age profile of the church, those moving away
to be nearer family, and the financial and other pressures within the wider
circuit, the future pattern of ministry, work and witness in Billericay remains
uncertain.

Rev David Bagwell

Pastoral Work
Pastoral work has continued to play a very important role within our Church
and even more so since the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic at the beginning
of this year. Currently the membership stands at 153.  During the year two
people transferred to another denomination and sadly 4 members passed
away.  Additionally, there are now 75 adherents currently listed.
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Our cell/home groups remain at 7 with some slight adjustments to the member-
ship over the year. Unfortunately, groups have not been able to meet face to
face since March but have continued to keep in touch with each other by
various means including virtual zoom meetings, regular telephone calls and,
during the summer, meeting in gardens and other outdoor areas. These
groups remain an integral part of our pastoral care providing much appreciated
fellowship and support during this difficult time.  Similarly, we have a number
of pastoral visitors who although not able to make house visits have continued
to keep in contact with folk on a regular basis providing friendship and comfort
to those they talk to. Additionally, members from all three congregations have
regularly contacted each other to enjoy a chat and share news.

Due to the emergence of the virus, in the middle of March the Government
introduced a Lock Down which meant that all three of our Church buildings had
to close and since then David Bagwell has produced weekly worship material.
This has been circulated electronically to those with an email address and
printed and delivered in hard copy to those without an internet connection with
the intention of bringing everyone together in worship at 10.30am every Sunday
morning. Since July weekly services starting at 10.30am have also been
transmitted live through You Tube followed by a Zoom fellowship at 11.00am
hosted by different Church members. On a number of occasions we have joined
together with David to break bread online during these services and at two of
the face to face services David has led communion on site after the online
broadcast, with those present at the church. For those unable to access the
service live at 10.30am an edited version has been made available through our
website later in the day. Alongside this Ann Bagwell has continued to produce
the weekly notices, renamed CWEO (Connecting with each other) as well as
a link to All Age Worship Material. We are very grateful to Ann for preparing
CWEO and printing the worship material each week and to those people who
have kindly been delivering it since the middle of March.  It is very much
appreciated by all who receive it.

When Government restrictions were relaxed in September, David and Ann
Bagwell, the Property Committee and others worked tirelessly to interpret the
new rules so that the buildings would be safe to re-open for groups to reconvene
and for worship to begin again.  On October 4th a joint service was held at
Western Road and on November 1st services took place at both Western Road
and the Christian Link.
These services were very much enjoyed by all who attended. Other services
planned to take place later that month on all three sites had to be cancelled
because of new National Restrictions which came into force on November 5th.

Prayer support continues to be provided in various ways including through
personal contact, through the Prayer Chain, through CWEO, by Pastoral Visitors
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and cell/home groups and through the introduction of a daily Prayer Together
Time at 10.00am, a time set aside each day when we know that others will be
praying too.

Flowers continue to be distributed to those who are celebrating a special
occasion and to those who are unwell or in particular difficulties. These flowers
bring great pleasure to those who receive them and we are very grateful to
Janet Hibberd for creating such lovely arrangements for others to enjoy.
Since the October half term, in excess of 300 food hampers have been
distributed weekly to local families through Billericay Food Bank. Unfortunate-
ly, as has happened previously, this year it was not possible to organise a
Christmas Day lunch get together but instead members from Emmanuel
Church and volunteers from the local community organised and distributed an
individual Christmas dinner and a food hamper to many people living alone or
suffering particular difficulties.
Sadly, no Home Communion visits could be made this year, again due to the
Pandemic.  However, during the week before Christmas all those who would
normally have received a home visit received a telephone call.

In connection with Christmas giving, it was agreed that anyone wishing to could
make a donation to one or more of the following three charities, Changing
Pathways, Action for Children and St Luke’s Hospice. As a result we have sent
£520 to Action for children (this includes £265 from the church donation fund),
£919.25 to Changing Pathways (including the £300 we usually donate at the
Toy service) and £382.50 to St Luke’s Hospice.

Covenant Services were held on all three sites during the month of January
2020.

We extend a huge thank you to David and Ann Bagwell, the Property Committee
and many others, including those who deliver hard copies of the worship
material each week to those without internet access. They have all worked
faithfully since March to enable us stay in touch, to keep connected and to
continue to feel part of a loving and caring Church Family.

Lyn Bowditch   Pastoral Secretary
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Finance WR & QP
The key elements of income and expenditure relating to the running of our
Churches at Western Road and Queens Park are as follows:

                       ====== Cash Flow ======
2018/19 2019/20 2020/21
 Actual Actual Budget

Income              £’000           £’000         £’000
Offertories including one off donations       125.5            75.8          72.0
Family, Youth and Children’s Work                 0.9          0.8             0.6
Tax Recoveries         23.4        19.0       18.0
Property Grants         10.5          0                0
Use of Premises        48.4         36.8       30.0
Interest             0.7           1.0         0.9

209.4 133.4 121.5
Expenditure
Circuit Contribution         97.2         64.5       86.0
Youth and Children’s Work         0.3           0.5          0.5
Property/ Maintenance/Insurance     49.8         47.2         56.0
WR major projects         13.4      0           0
Signs/Publicity            0.1      0.1          0.5
Donations including SMB         3.4           5.9          5.0
Miscellaneous          10.3           3.7          7.0

174.5 121.9 155.0

Net Cash Flow 34.9 11.5 -33.5

Y/End Bank 2019 144.9
Y/End Bank General 2020 110.4

Bequests              45.5
Other restricted funds             7.6
Y/End Bank Restricted 2020 53.1

We finished the year ended 31 August 2020 with a surplus of £11.5K in our
General Funds. However our income from lettings was reduced following the
closure of our buildings during the pandemic, so if £21.5K of our circuit
contribution had not been waived we would have shown a deficit of £10K.
Our Restricted funds are shown separately this year.  A small amount of the
bequest received last year has been spent and we received two additional
amounts.  There are plans for money to be spent in the coming year on the
servery at Western Road and technical equipment for both churches.
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Rev David Bagwell has asked that we continue to look at the proportion of our
income which we give away:              In £’000:

  2018/19 2019/20
Offertories and One-off Donations
(less bequest in 2018/19)             85.5    75.8
Tax (Gift Aid) claimed             23.4    19.0
Funds raised and given away         17.5    20.3
Film Nights, Charity Lunches & others        4.5       2.1
Total Raised              130.9 117.2

Donations from our regular giving           6.4          5.9
Funds raised and given away                        16.1    20.3
Film Nights, Charity Lunches & others            7.3          2.1
Total Given Away                       29.8 28.3

PERCENTAGE OF FUNDS GIVEN AWAY = 24.1 %
(2018/19 19.4%, 2017/18 22.4%, 2016/17 19.2% and 2015/16 14.0%)

Going forward our budget projection for the current year (2020/2021) shows a
forecast deficit of £33.5K.  This is likely to fall even more because our buildings
have remained closed for longer than we originally thought, resulting in reduced
income from both the weekly collection and lettings. In addition our numbers
are continuing to fall with the consequent reduction in regular giving. This
financial position is regularly discussed at circuit level because all churches are
facing similar problems.

The end of year balance in our General Funds is £110.4K.  The Charities
Commission asks that we have at least 3 months expenses in reserve at all
times, and recommends 6 months as good practice (£76.3K for the current
financial year).  Our Reserves Policy has a note added that we have £10K
ring-fenced within our accounts ‘to update the heating systems at WR & boiler
at QP within the next 2 years’. Excluding this £10K we will still have the
recommended 6 months in our reserves at the end of this year but at the current
rate of overspending we would be below by August 2021.

The Finance Team would like to thank everyone for their continued support
and generosity at this very difficult time.

Lorraine Harris (Treasurer) and Maggie Kingston (Chair of Finance)

Prayer Chain
The Church Prayer Chain has been even more important in the past year than
ever before. No one could have imagined how 2020 would turn out, everything
changed, life turned upside down. However, the one certainty we have all had,
and always will, is the knowledge of our Lord’s continued presence with us, no
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matter what. He knows all our worries and cares, hears all our prayers, and
answers them in the way that is best. How Blessed we are to be part of this
vital aspect of the life of our Church.
If you would like to know more about the Prayer Chains, please contact me.

Geraldine Hanton.

Property Committee
The Covid-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the use of the Queens
Park and Western Road properties by Church groups and third parties and on
some aspects of maintenance activity and projects. The very limited use of the
buildings by third parties due to national lock down and ‘Tier 4’ periods has had
a major impact on rental room rental income.

A sub-group of the Property Committee has taken responsibility for applying
the COVID-19 regulations for use of the premises and reviewing risk
assessments prepared by users. This process is on-going, as regulations and
the degree of ‘lockdown’ change.

Annual checks on boilers, fire fighting equipment and portable electrical
appliances were partially disrupted by the pandemic but are all now up to date.
The 5-yearly fixed wiring inspection at Queens Park was due in 2020 and was
completed by Roger Davison in early January 2021.

Certain projects have been delayed by COVID-19 regulations but progress on
all projects scheduled for 2020 has been made:

● Redecoration of the upstairs room and stairwell at Queens Park  has
been completed, along with replacement of worn out  furniture in the
room.

● New projectors have been installed at both Western Road and Queens
Park. Our thanks are owed to David Ashworth for managing this project.

● The project to install tea and coffee making facilities at the back of the
Church at Western road was delayed but progress was made towards
the end of the year with removal of radiator, installation of the water
supply and laying of new waterproof flooring in the servery area
completed by the end of 2020. The kitchen units are being installed in
January.

● Replacement of the existing fluorescent lighting units in the Main Hall
at Western Road with LED units is in hand. The new units have been
purchased and installation is planned for the February half term holiday.

A major concern at Western Road is the condition of the central heating boilers.
The Keston boiler, which heats the vestries, corridor and Upper Room and
normally supplies hot water has failed. One of the two Church heating boilers
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has failed and the other Church boiler and the Main Hall/Crush Hall heating
boiler were reported to be in poor condition at their annual inspection in late
2020. A contract has been agreed for replacement of the Keston boiler as a
matter of urgency. The Property Committee will review options for replacement/
rationalisation of the other 3 boilers later in the year.

The property stewards continue to carry out necessary decorating and repair
to the Church properties. Our thanks go to all those who help with maintenance
tasks, whether regularly or occasionally. Maintenance activities have been
disrupted somewhat by the need for social distancing due to the pandemic but
have been carried out as and when required and possible.

Ken Cowell (Property Committee Secretary)

Kenya Partnership
Our church partnership with Kenya is funded entirely by church members and
friends.  The aim is to support young people in education and also projects at
the Grace Centre, near Mombasa. The students have been referred by and are
in contact with their local Methodist Ministers. The Grace Centre is Managed
by Rev Sammy Kagwi, also a Methodist Minister.
In addition, we support the “Under The Mango tree” Timboni school, a charitable
school under the Directorship of Rev Charles Makonde.

Despite a year overshadowed by the current pandemic, all our projects have
continued. Several of our children have missed being educated, whilst others
have been fortunate to have home tuition, but it has not been easy. Some have
been able to use the internet at home, others have used local library facilities.
2 of our students have had their Apprenticeships delayed by a year, but are
now in College.

Our Food parcels appeals were generously supported by the church family at
both Easter and Christmas- an “extra” to the regular support given.  These
parcels were delivered by Sammy to the Mwakirunge Dump-site where
thousands live in extreme and dangerous conditions.  Just before Christmas
2020 Sammy reached 180 families with essential basic foods. His pictures
(please look on the BMC website) show many very happy faces. Each pack
will feed a family for several weeks.  A huge debt of gratitude to Sammy and
his co-workers for both Easter and Christmas deliveries which took place during
the pandemic.

The BioFarm has continued to yield a very good crop of maize, tomatoes, kale
and eggs.  Local schools are now buying produce.  Sammy and his family have
moved to Mombasa from Nairobi so he can oversee the centre and farm.  His
wife Winnie has set up hairdressing and make-up classes in the Grace Centre
to help train some of the women, and has plans to teach food and cooking tech.
in the future. Sammy is currently setting up a resource and Information
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Technology unit. His planning and your donations are making many self-
sufficient, improving communication and supporting education.

Please will you continue to pray for our ministers working around the city of
Mombasa especially Sammy and his family as they settle into their new home.
And please do look at the website which has many photos and information
about the work developing in that area.  And most of all, thank you for your
financial support.  None of this would be happening but for your generosity,
both regular giving and one off donations.

Please do get in touch with one of the support group (below) if you’d like further
information.

Pam C., Maggie K., Geraldine & Heather

Billericay Methodist Child Contact Centre
After a promising start at the beginning of 2020 things came to a halt on 8th
March. The contact centre had not missed a single session in its 24yrs despite
bad weather on occasions. However, covid 19 put paid to any more sessions
for seven and a half months and all our loyal volunteers were contacted to see
who would be willing to carry on helping despite the risk to their own health.

We decided to delay opening until September, but in fact finally started up again
for 4 sessions of one hour duration from the end October until 13th Dec. That
gave our existing families plus one new family the chance to see their children
before Christmas and give them their Christmas gifts.  This would not have
been possible without enough of our volunteers willing to help out.

We are currently closed yet again and will delay reopening until we deem it
safe to do so.

As you can imagine, I have been busy with calls and emails and cases are now
being heard via video link in the Family courts. At one point I had 15 referrals
on my waiting list. During the summer only one contact centre in Essex was
able to open so they were pleased when we opened in October. Fortunately,
due to the size of the playrooms, which are divided by the new partition it is
possible to provide a safe environment for up to 12 families.

All the service users came along in October and all were more than happy to
comply with the new covid rules. None of the resident adults used the pandemic
as an excuse not to attend.

We open on the second and fourth Sunday of each Month and we are always
looking for new volunteers. If you feel you are able to give up a couple of hrs
on a Sunday afternoon please do not hesitate to contact me.
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Please continue to uphold the Contact Centre in your prayers, especially at the
times we are open.

God Bless   Ruth

Music Team WR
Due to Covid-19 there has been very little activity on the music front at Western
Road during 2020. Since March there have only been a handful of socially
distanced services held in the Church. One did feature live music with Mike
Hawkins playing and Marion speaking the words, which was a successful
experiment. Otherwise all music has been online.

Rev David has developed a bank of copyright friendly music to be included in
the weekly online BeLive services. This has come from several sources, and
Mike has added to it with a number of recordings from his new studio.

We hope and pray that normal service(s) can be resumed during the coming
months and we can once again reconnect with the great Methodist tradition of
music ministry.

Mike Hawkins

Sound Team
I am thankful for a small loyal team, but with the current situation we are unable
to operate. Further volunteers would be useful, but we certainly have no current
plans to open at the moment.

Vic Hare

‘Frogs’ Home-group
During the first 2 months of 2020, the Frogs were able to meet and continue a
bible-study using a York course.

Since early March, the Frogs- who “Fully Rely On God”- have met around a
virtual pond via zoom every week for 40 minutes. We are David, David, Pam,
Sue, Geraldine, Gill, Heather and Ruth + an additional Tedpole.
It’s been a weekly time of sharing our concerns and anxieties during this difficult
year. 3 of the frogs have been shielding, so it’s been good for them to meet
others, albeit virtually.
We’ve all kept quite well, for which we thank God. 5 of the group have already
had that all important 1st vaccination, so we’re hopeful we might be able to meet
again in the early summer.



13

We have plenty of space around our pond, so please let us know if you’d like
to join our Army - we meet on a Monday evening around 8pm.

Heather Ashworth

Billericay Methodist Pre-school
The Pre-school had to shut from the beginning of Lockdown One in March 2020.
We re-opened in June 2020 in a slightly different format to ensure that we
provided the safest environment for the children, staff and parents.  We put the
partitions up in the Hall and operated as two separate groups, the Lions (older
children who were starting school in September 2020), these met in the main
hall, accessing the hall through the gate by the garage and using the Ladies
toilets.   The Tigers (younger children 2-3 year olds) who met in the small hall
accessed it through the main hall entrance doors and used the Gents toilets.
We introduced lots of new cleaning systems and changed some of our activities
where we were unable to clean equipment adequately after every session.
Some parents chose not to send their children back, but those children that
returned enjoyed being back.  We were able to hold a Leavers party for those
going to school in September 2020 and there was much excitement about what
everyone was going to wear!

In September 2020  all the children returned and five new children joined us
and settled in very well.   We continued to operate the two separate groups.
We had one child test positive for COVID-19 in December 2020 and two
members of staff and 9 children had to isolate for ten days, fortunately no one
else got COVID-19 from this case.   We did not have to shut down because we
had been operating the two groups and only those children who had been in
contact with the positive case had to isolate.

We returned back after Christmas and only a few parents did not sent their
children in whilst the schools are off and those should be returning when the
schools go back in March 2020.  Three children due to start Pre-school in
January 2020 have delayed their start until the schools go back and in addition
we have two new children starting after half-term in February.

We have been able to claim the Funding from Essex CC for those eligible
children (3-4 year olds) even if their parents choose not to send them in whilst
the schools are off.  Those who pay fees are only paying for the sessions they
actually do, so our finances are down at present, but depending on how things
progress after Lockdown Three we are hoping that our finances will improve
then.

The parents have been very appreciative of all our hard work in keeping the
Pre-school open and the children are enjoying being at Pre-school with their
friends.
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My thanks go to the staff for all their hard work in these difficult circumstances
and to the Church for allowing us to use the hall during this time.

Gill Turnbull  Manager  Billericay Methodist Pre-school

Monday and Tuesday Toddlers
Both Toddler Groups were busy before lockdown and we had a healthy bank
balance.  Sadly in trying to keep GPDR rules, we only asked parents and carers
to sign in, and did not keep any personal details so we were unable to stay in
touch with them.  This would need to change.  The age range of people
attending the groups is birth to 80+.  We always struggled to find helpers to
cover holidays or illness and thank those people who stepped in to help.  We
also thank our men folk who helped with clearing up.  We were able to make
some donations to the church and those parents we met in the park or the High
Street said how much they missed Toddlers.  Activities were put on the church
website for the families during lockdown but it is not known how many people
were aware of these.

During Lockdown some helpers have said they no longer wish to continue as
regular helpers, and some of us have had health problems.  Running the group
involves quite hard physical work for about 3 hours, including moving furniture
and some of us are not sure if we are up to that at present.  There may also be
more cleaning required as a result of the virus.

Our thinking for the future is that we would be unlikely to be able to resume
before September.  We will review the situation at the end of July, in terms of
how much cleaning would be required after Pre-School has used the hall in the
morning.

Many of the children who used to come will have gone to school since we last
met, but we are sure there will be new families.  In view of our staffing position
we are thinking of starting with one group on a Monday (because this is the day
the Pre-School do not offer lunch to their children and we can get into the hall
earlier) and see how we get on.  If things go well we could look at restarting the
Tuesday group after October half term or in January but this would all depend
on getting more helpers, how many families we can accommodate, what the
virus and vaccination position is and probably other problems we haven’ thought
of yet!

Margaret Cowell

6th Billericay Mercury Cubscouts
The second half of Spring term of 2020 and the Cubs were halfway through
their mother’s day gifts when lockdown arrived. Our end of term Thriftwood trip
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was also postponed. (Thriftwood has given us a credit to use during 2021). At
this point scouting was closed down, however I sent out badges that Cubs could
do at home and quite a few decided to do these. Our oldest cub also managed
to finish his silver during this time by attending a zoom meeting with leaders
and then completing his badge work.

In September we started weekly zoom meetings. The pack was split in half and
the first half attended 6pm to 7pm and the second half 7pm to 8pm. Our weekly
attendance was regularly 100% with the occasional missed meeting due to
illness or other commitments. During the Autumn term we planned to return to
the hall, all risk assessments were passed and PPE was purchased.
Unfortunately just as we were due to return, England went into the second
lockdown and we reverted to zoom.

During the Autumn term (over zoom) we finished the communicator badge
which we’d started in Spring and Cubs also achieved their artist badge. In
addition they each did a presentation to achieve their physical recreation badge.
A second cub also finished their silver award at home. Our meetings were
themed each week with scavenger hunts, quizzes and video presentations etc.
for badge work.

Spring term 2021 arrived and with it a third national lockdown. Meetings
resumed on zoom with 100% attendance again. This term we will be tackling
the home help badge and skills challenge badge to coincide with Mother’s day.
We will be having a Chinese New Year themed evening and so far this year
we have had a games night and a film quiz using our observation skills.

Mercury is currently at 13 Cubs, 5 adult leaders (Gary Ward having moved
away) and 1 young leader. Finally, since last year’s report, 5 more Cubs have
achieved their Chief Scout Silver Award.

Thank you to everyone who has helped over the past year and to those who
will be helping in the future and hopefully we can return to the hall soon.

Kerry Munn  (Cub Scout Leader)

6th Billericay Cassini Cubscouts
Cassini cub pack has now completed its 6th year as a group. During the current
pandemic we have continued to work towards our badges, competing them in
a different way as we had hoped to. We have completed badge work via zoom
calls and parents have been sending photographic evidence in to me also.
We did have some face-to-face meetings outside, over at Sun Corner where
we completed our Athletic badge, done some work towards our skills challenge
badge and helped the community by doing a litter pick. It was nice to see each
other outside and the cubs really enjoyed the interaction together.
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In September we went back to Zoom calls and the cubs are really embracing
a different way of cub life.

We look forward to face-to-face meeting again when it is possible to do so in
the future.  We continue to grow stronger as a group in these difficult times.

We currently have 14 cubs in our pack

Angela Crucefix (CSL)

6th Billericay Scouts
The last 12 months have been challenging and required the troop to adapt in
ways we could not have envisioned. Having said that we have still managed to
hold weekly meetings, and the Scouts have continued to work toward various
badges.

At the start of the year we were able to take part in the district trip to IWM
Duxford, where the Scouts were able to do the Air Activities badge. This
unfortunately was one of the last group activities we were able to take part in.

Since the Summer term we have been meeting weekly on Zoom. This does not
mean that we have stopped the traditional Scouting activities, it just means we
have had to modify them. For example we have had them learning to use
what3words, and reporting back to from locations provided by the leaders. They
have also done the photographers badge, which showcased their creativity and
artistic eye.

Zoom meetings do provide a challenge. We have been able to undertake a
number of team games online, include a Harry Potter themed escape room.
We have also done cooking online, where the Scouts made scones and various
craft activities including origami. Another craft activity was to make a Wellbeing
box to help them think about their mental well being.

Daniel Large SL

6th Billericay Scout Group – Group Scout Leaders report
As reported separately by the Cub and Scout sections our 55th year in existence
was unlike any other in our history. I have been immensely proud of how the
young people and adults in the group have adapted to the challenges we have
faced. The activities which  our leaders have been able to provide for the Cubs
and Scouts have been valued as a chance to talk and laugh with others away
from the pressures of online or a very changed school environment. I am full
of admiration for the way in which the section leaders and young leaders have
kept Scouting going at 6th Billericay when other Groups have struggled.
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I must record my admiration for the work of a number of adult leaders in helping
with the national response to the pandemic whether in their day jobs or by
volunteering in various ways to help with the testing and vaccination programs.
As a Group we have provided equipment to the team running the car park at
the Billericay vaccination centre including tents to keep you dry as you wait
outside the Emmanuel Church building.

Like everyone we have hopes and tentative plans for the year ahead. The Group
has in place the necessary procedures and risk assessments ready for when
we are able to return to face to face meetings. After a year of so many changed
and abandoned plans I know that the Leaders and Young people are very keen
to get back to a real world rather than virtual Scouting.

Stephen Clarke – Group Scout Leader

Rainbows 2nd Chantry
2nd Chantry Rainbows have not had any face-to-face meetings since the
lockdown in late march 2020. Email meetings were sent out to girls to complete
at home on which one or two completed some activities.

A survey was completed by parents in September 2020 and most said they
would return to Rainbow meetings once it was safe to meet face to face. Some
indicated that they would work from the badge book or from email meetings but
felt rather overwhelmed by the amount of electronic work sent by the school.
It was not suitable to meet outside due to the toilets being closed at both Lake
Meadows and Norsey woods initially and then it was too dark.

As I am the main leader and work in a senior school outside of Billericay and
my intake of Rainbows are from several primary schools it was decided that it
posed a 'super spreader' risk should I come into contact with the virus especially
as I child mind my grandson in Chelmsford.

This term all parents have been contacted by telephone and email with a virtual
meeting permission form being sent out to enable us to progress to Zoom
meetings should things be more long term. We are however, continuing with
the emailed meetings that the girls can complete in their own time.

A closed Facebook group was thought to be more accessible to some parents
to share evidence of badge work completed and once the forms are returned,
we can invite parents to join.
Some badges were completed during the summer term and these were sent
out as well as a Christmas themed badge and card before the winter break.
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Currently we have a reduced membership as we cannot invite new girls to a
trial meeting - we have met annual census payments and church fees from
existing funds but have not charged parents for missed meetings however this
cannot continue beyond summer 2021 and by that time our numbers will have
reduced further via Rainbows turning Brownie age. Remaining girls will be
asked to contribute as we will not be able to meet census subscriptions in 2022.
We had allocated some funds for an 'adventure' which we were unable to
arrange due to restrictions so we absorbed these.

Numbers are currently at 8 but one would like to transfer as they have moved
outside of the area but they need to find their nearest suitable group, and 2
should have gone up to Brownies but the parents have said that as they don't
know anyone there, they would like a few face-to-face visits first. I am
accommodating the latter until the Easter term but if restrictions still apply, they
will transfer to the Brownie list.

Longer term we will expect to resume the unit with joint leadership with myself
and my daughter Helen Bloom with administration assistance and emergency
cover from Helena. Sophie Nye continues as a leader and we are in contact
with Emma our ex-young leader at University. All leaders have continued with
Girl Guiding training virtually over the break and Helen is a 'leader in training'
and is taking a very active role.

Should the restrictions continue into next year it is likely the unit will have closed
via natural wasted with a view to reopening once it is safe to do so with girls
from the waiting list at this point we would not expect to be contributing to the
church.

Maxine Bloom

Brownies 3rd Chantry (Tuesday)
All Brownie meetings were stopped from the beginning of Lockdown One in
March 2020.  The ban on indoor face-to-face meetings was lifted during
September 2020 by Girl Guiding.  In depth risk assessments had to be
completed for both Girl Guiding and the Church.  Once permission was given
from the Church to use the hall again, all the paper work had to be signed off
by our District Commissioner.  We received permission at the end of the Autumn
half-term to start back, but before we were able to return to regular meetings
Lockdown Two was introduced and face-to-face meetings were once again
banned.
The majority of the Brownies wanted to come back and we were going to have
two groups meeting every other week to keep the groups below 15 girls.
At present with Lockdown Three in place we do not know when we will be able
to return to regular indoor face-to-face meetings again.
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We paid a slightly smaller donation to the Church in September 2020 and
purchased a low rectangular table for use in the Church Hall with the remaining
£100 we would normally have given, as a number of the tables had broken
beyond repair.  Our finances are fine at present.

Gill Turnbull    Brown Owl

Guides 6th Chantry
Well 2020 has certainly not been a “normal” year for anyone and that includes
the Wednesday Guide group.

Following the first national lockdown in March 2020 I stayed in contact with my
Guides via text and email with the parents.  Activities and challenges were sent
out each week for girls to have a go by themselves at home.  These were then
shared the following week with the rest of the group.

By the end of the summer the rules were relaxed slightly and we were permitted
to meet outside under Girl Guiding rules.  Finding somewhere suitable to meet
outside was a tough challenge for most groups. However, I am fortunate enough
to have a field and separate entrance, with an old piggery building where we
were able to meet.  So we had meetings with a difference, being watched by
my 5 alpacas doing outdoor activities over the summer and autumn.  Finishing
meetings each week by roasting marshmellows on an open fire.  Girls took part
in outside treasure hunts, scavenger hunts, outdoor cooking and bush craft
activities and fun was had by all.

It was a welcome change for all and the girls loved continuing to meet their
friends in a very different atmosphere to what they had previously been used
to. As the weather started to change the girls and parents were willing to
continue to meet outside with coats and torches becoming part of their
Wednesday meeting attire.  Even when further restrictions were introduced we
were able to meet outside with up to 15 girls.

We ceased meetings when Essex was put into Tier 4 in the run up to Christmas,
but had been fortunate to meet up until then.  With the New Year and no
relaxation of the rules, we have commenced weekly virtual meetings via Zoom
for now, currently Zooming each week until we are able to meet again outside.
We won’t be commencing indoor meetings until the situation changes
significantly as I don’t feel that it is safe to do so and also the girls are of an age
where they would have to wear face masks and I don’t believe this will create
a “fun” environment.

We will have made a loss this year with an annual subscription having to be
paid to Girl Guiding for each girl and adult.  I know that I owe some money to
the church and will sort this once I can safely get to a bank to request copy
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statements which stopped arriving and I can get a second signature on a
cheque.

Hazel Powling

Inters
Inters continued to meet on a Friday evening, during school term time only,
between 6.15 and 7.30pm.  Numbers averaged 45-50 each week, taking School
Years 3 to 7 (ages 7 to 12), with a waiting list of hopeful youngsters who would
like to join us.  Unfortunately like all groups we had to close in March 2019 due
to COVID-19 and haven’t been able to meet since.

I have kept in touch with parents by email or text during the shutdown, plus in
November we purchased from our funds, with the added help of a donation
from a church member, to buy Traidcraft chocolate Advent calendars for
everyone on our membership list, which I delivered over the month, having
good conversations on doorsteps with the parents.

We were able to include Inters Xtra children, Rock Solid older teenagers and
our young helpers in the Advent outreach and thanks to Nathan and Katy and
Heather who delivered these to their groups.

We look forward to a time when we can once again meet in the Western Road
hall.

Lorraine & all the Team

Inters Extra
Despite the problems caused by Lockdown, Inters Extra continues to meet  on
the 3rd Friday in the month, whenever possible. We have between 8-13 young
people, aged 11-16  who regularly attend. Since May, we have been meeting
online although we did manage to meet in person in October in the BMC
car-park which was really good fun.  The session starts with the young people
sharing their ‘Good week/bad week.’ We have a short ‘God slot’ where we look
at a Bible verse or aspect of being a Christian. We also play lots of games and
the young people have been great at leading their own quizzes online since
Lockdown.

We feel very privileged to have such a group of committed, caring and motivated
young people in our group. The parents are incredibly supportive. We were
quite overwhelmed by the messages and gifts we received at Christmas,
thanking us for the Real Christmas Advent Calendars that Lorraine Harris had
organised and also for continuing to meet, even if meetings were online.
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Pam and I would like to say a special thanks to Spencer who attends both our
actual and virtual meetings faithfully and who manages to make Inters Extra
cool! He also sorts out any technical problems that any of us have at
breath-taking speed!

Heather Blunt, Pam Atkinson and Spencer Lynn

Rock Solid
At the beginning of the year, we asked the Rock Solid group what they wanted
from us; they said they wanted a safe place that was their own, where they
could meet and catch up with friends. In response to this, we held a session at
the church, where the youth came and helped us decorate to make the youth
room more fit for purpose, with new bean bags and storage for games and
crafts.

We also designed a new 'logo' with the group that can be transferred onto
hoodies, which anyone in the group can order (this has been put on hold as we
aren't able to test sizes until we meet again).

Since lockdown we have been holding fortnightly zoom meetings with about
10-11 of the usual group attending. These meetings consist of 15 minutes catch
up and 45 minutes of activity, normally private online games. Since September,
we have had two new additions from Inters-extra, whose siblings or friends
were already in the group. We hope to meet again in summer, when we can
invite more of the Inters-extra group.

Over Christmas, we decorated one of the church's windows by dropping planks
of wood at each member's house, which they decorated with nativity characters.

The group managed to meet twice in person,
in the church car park in between the
lockdowns. During these sessions, we held
a movie night and a 'light party'. In February,
we gave the group the task of climbing Mount
Everest. They had to divide up the 40 miles
(the distance of Everest) between them and
complete them by the next meeting. This was
in aid of a patient who has been diagnosed

with terminal cancer and is raising money for treatment in Germany. The group
completely outdid themselves and covered a distance of 193.2 miles, raising
£275, with donations still coming in!

Nathan & Katy
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Church Flowers
We were able to give flowers to a special lady on her 90th birthday just before
lockdown but regrettably we were unable to continue making up arrangements
for church. However, I'm pleased to report that I was able to deliver some small
posies to people who were in need of a little lift.

Janet Hibberd

Men’s Fellowship
Unfortunately the Men’s Fellowship has been yet another victim of the
coronavirus epidemic, all meetings of the Fellowship since March 2020 having
had to be cancelled due to closure of Church premises and restrictions on social
gatherings. Our chairman Peter has kept in touch with us all by telephone every
month and, although one of our number has sadly indicated that due to age,
health and mobility problems he will not be able to rejoin us, the rest have kept
safe and well and are eagerly awaiting the day when we shall be able to resume
our weekly meetings.
Due to restrictions we were unable to hold a conventional AGM this year;
instead the Fellowship officers produced their usual reports which were
circulated to members for comment before being endorsed in lieu of a meeting;
as all officers had indicated that they were willing to stand for a further year, so
no elections were necessary. A donation of £250 to the Church was agreed,
but due to our reduced membership income from subscriptions was
unfortunately not sufficient to resume our donations to local charities.

It is not possible to say when we shall be able to resume our weekly meetings
but any man who is free on Friday afternoons will be very welcome to join us
for a frame or two of snooker and tea break discussion when we are able to
resume activities.

Geoff Forward   Secretary

Men's Supper Club
Our last meeting was held at the beginning of February 2020, and we have not
met since, with no intention of doing so until later in this year, at the earliest.
We are nearly all of a "vulnerable" age, and many are shielding, or in other
forms of isolation. Fortunately, however, we have neither financial nor any other
issues, which need to be addressed.
I keep in touch with ALL members, on a regular basis, by email or phone, and
all are well, and looking forward to the day we can safely recommence our
monthly meetings again. Hopefully, once all are vaccinated and, only when
entirely safe to do so, will we consider, along with overall church policy, and
safety procedures, at that time, the restart of our meetings.

Brian Philips
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Ladies' Leisure
Just like other groups our year hardly got off the ground  We met  up to the end
of February, with the loss of two more members - Wendy who moved to Kent
and Maggie from illness.
We've been in touch by telephone every week - not much news but we've
managed some nice long chats especially more recently when we've been
comparing notes on our vaccinations! ,We didn't manage any meetings outside
in the Summer months to play our games.
.
There hasn't been much discussion about the future of the group  but I'm sure,
when things get back to normal. we'll get together again and hopefully welcome
one or two new members to our friendly group.

Sadly, there have been no donations to charity this year except to the church
in February and the church flower group in early March.

Maureen Davies

Moggies
Moggies have not been able to meet as a group since last March although
Martin Ball, Roger Davison and I managed to have one meal together. We will
reconvene when circumstances allow but, in the meantime, we are keeping in
touch with each other.

Ed Harrison

========== Queens Park  ==========

Christian Link
As for activities at Queens Park I am sorry to report that there has not been
much at all. We have only held one church service.

We did have a few of our outside hirers come back when it was permitted.
Weight Watchers, Slimming World and the two children's dance groups and
yoga. No one is using the building at the present time due to the lock down.

Helen Hacker

Little Sparrows
The numbers for Little Sparrows was between 30-35 each week but we closed
in February 2020 due to Covid 19. As yet no plans have been made to re-open.
I am stepping down from running Little Sparrows and one other volunteer who



24

helped me, will not be returning. I have informed David of my decision so I really
don't know what will happen going forward.

Susan (Cooke)

Big breakfast
We did hold Big Breakfast in January but that was it as far as I can remember!
I am sure we cancelled February's. I am not planning to start again, I have lost
a number off helpers we are all getting older! and feel that it is such a large
undertaking it would seem a good time to end and then see what other actives
I can help with at QP. I have already volunteered to help with the Food Bank
once this starts to use the building.

Helen Hacker

Coffee Pot - Thursday and Friday
We continued to be well supported on both days but closed our doors in
February 2020 due to Covid 19. Elizabeth Hardy and myself continue to be in
touch with the people who attended with phone calls and visits. As the age of
most of our people are 70, 80 or 90 we have no immediate plans to reopen and
will await Government guidelines but cannot see us opening again soon. Also
the ages of the volunteers who run both days  is 70 - 80+,so this must be taken
into consideration.

Susan Cooke

QUOGS
Our numbers have reduced somewhat and we had to cease meeting in March.
During the pandemic, however, we have kept in telephone contact with me
telephoning the 10 remaining members for a chat. These conversations have
been getting longer and longer with people keen to talk and they so much like
the contact that I can only get through 2 in a day.  We hope to continue on the
‘all clear’, probably in my house.

Joyce Scott

Film Nite
We ceased to meet in March and due my failing eyesight I am unable to continue
when we are able to meet again face to face. So the job is vacant at the
moment!! Calling all film lovers!

Joyce Scott
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Painting For Pleasure
Painting for Pleasure Art group has been unable to meet at Queens Park since
mid March  2020. On two occasions a group of us met to paint outdoors, once
at Lake Meadows and once by Buttsbury church. However, as 23 of our
members are able to correspond by email we have kept in touch every week.

Each week I have emailed everyone exchanging thoughts and general chit chat
and sometimes funny items that have been sent to me. Our members add their
thoughts and tell us all what they have been doing . We are very fortunate to
have a member of our group who has learnt to produce a virtual art gallery for
us. Each week members email their paintings to her and each week we are all
able to see our paintings as if displayed in a gallery. This has really encouraged
us to keep painting . We had a virtual Exhibition in place of the exhibition we
usually hold every other year . One week our paintings were for Remembrance
Day, Christmas was another themed week. Yet other weeks we have solo
exhibits.

This coming week we are contributing our paintings to the January Light
Initiative. This is a response from the Methodist Church in East Anglia,
Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire to reach out to our communities sharing
friendship and hope.  Our paintings with the theme of ‘Light’ will be emailed as
usual but they will then be sent  to Belfairs  Methodist church in Leigh on Sea
where they will be printed, laminated and displayed in the church in Leigh and
copies sent to Queens Park where they too will be displayed in the windows
and notice boards outside.
Our group looks forward to the time when we can once again meet at Queens
Park.

Pat Crabb

==========   St Andrews Herongate  ==========

Worship at St  Andrews
At the final Church Council meeting last March, St. Andrew’s Herongate became
the third member of the Billericay Methodist Church now one Church on three
sites. With enormous relief and gratitude to Lorraine Harris, David Rogers and
other office holders, the responsibility for finance and property matters were
officially handed over just prior to the first national lockdown.

The plan at that time had been to continue with Sunday worship, weekday
activities, Saturday gardening club and the odd special event as before. Instead,
the gardening club continued to thrive, the knitting group met whenever possible
in the Church garden – even braving rain on a few occasions - but all inside
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activities ceased. However ‘Inky Fingers’ the creative writing group run by
Rachel Gallehawk has been meeting on Zoom for the last ten months with
around five members.

Over Christmas we were able to display two nativity scenes outside the building,
one at the front and another facing the road from the garden but yet again inside
activities were curtailed.

Members & friends have managed to keep in touch by a combination of
doorstep visits when allowed, phone calls, WhatsApp chats, email etc. The
weekly CWEO & worship material prepared by David & Ann has been very
gratefully received. We all look forward to the day when we can meet again in
the prayerful atmosphere of our much loved church to worship God and
celebrate our faith together as one family.

Julie Cristin

Herongate Community Garden
The garden has continued to grow and flourish through the pandemic with the
only real restriction  being the lack of access to the hall for the refreshment
break when it was cold or wet. But the 10-12 people who gather on a Saturday
morning from 9am to 12 non are a committed bunch and when it was no longer
possible to gather together they still popped in from time to time, individually,
to keep an eye on things. A greenhouse has been purchased with a grant from
the local preservation society and there are plans to explore a wider use of the
garden for mental health and well being. It remains a valued resource and is
used by many villagers as place to walk to and rest and enjoy the beauty of the
plants and pond life.

David Bagwell
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Finance Herongate
The key elements of income and expenditure relating to the running of our
Church at Herongate are as follows:

                     ==== Cash Flow ====
2018/19 2019/20 2020/21

           Actual Actual Budget
Income           £’000         £’000         £’000
Offertories including one off donations         8.0         8.2         5.0
Tax Recoveries          2.3         1.8         1.2
Lettings            1.0         1.1         0
Interest            0.2         0.2         0.2
Community Garden         1.4         0.2         0
Other            0.1         0.2         0

13.0 11.7 6.4

Expenditure
Circuit Contribution         6.0   4.5          6.0
Property/ Maintenance/Insurance     4.4        4.3          7.7
Appeals           0.3        0.5     0
Community Garden         1.2        0.1     0
Miscellaneous          0.3        0.4     0.3

12.2 9.8 14.0

Net Cash Flow 0.8 1.9 -7.6

Y/End Bank 29.7 31.6 24.0

At the end of the year there was a surplus of 1.9K which would have been
reduced to £0.4K if the full circuit contribution had been taken.

Going forward the forecast deficit of £7.6K includes £5K for property repairs
which may not all need to be spent and assumes the full circuit contribution will
be paid.

From September 21 these accounts will be incorporated into those for BMC.

Lorraine Harris (Treasurer) and Maggie Kingston (Chair of Finance)
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