
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 14th March 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 
When faced with temptation, the basic advice can be to, ‘Just Say No’, but over time 
there are other things that need to be said and understood. Jesus in his temptations 
not only says, ‘No’, to the tempting offers, he also says, ‘Yes’, to a better way, and 
shows an understanding of ‘Why’ that is the right way. And by knowing why 
something is wrong, and an alternative better, we can then choose to do something 
out of love with ‘all our being’ and not just with some blind and fearful obedience to a 
moral code. 

The three temptations faced by Jesus deal with our underlying relationship to God. 
The first is the temptation to use God to our advantage, treating God as a servant to 
do our will. But Jesus, in saying, ’No’, to that, says that despite his hunger, there is 
more to life than mere food, and that we must therefore say, ‘Yes’, to God’s will and 
serving him, before asking God to give us, ‘our daily bread’.  

The second temptation for Luke, is that of the quick fix, ‘the end justifying the means’, 
seeking the adulation of the crowd, and the power and the glory. Jesus says, ’No’, to 
all of that, reminding us that the first commandment is to worship God and God alone, 
and that we need to say, ‘Yes’, to sacrificially serving him as the only way to build a 
kingdom of truth and love.   

The third and final temptation, is significantly based at a place of worship with the 
devil himself quoting  passages of scripture to make his case. Jesus says, ‘No’, to those 
distortions of the word of God and counters them by saying, ‘Yes’, to words from 
scripture that show a deeper understanding of the true spirit of the good news. 

Through this more complex use of scripture, that reveals the Word of God, we can 
then resist temptation and say a joyful, ‘Yes’, to following that Word made flesh in 
Jesus.  What Jesus learnt over forty days and forty nights may take us a lifetime, and 
as we shall see next time, the temptations are always there, and when things get 
really tough will return ‘as never before’.  

David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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We pray for those who cannot walk the Lenten Road.   

How can they fast to show the discipline of faith when fasting is their 

daily life, starvation ever close, and thirst is barely quenched; the well 

is dry? 

How can they make a busy diary clear, to offer time for service, prayer 

and thought, when every desert day is tedium-long, stretched out by 

unemployment and the loss of work, and one day stands as did the last, and will 

the next? 

Lord, whilst we thank you for the luxury of Lent; and every call to discipline it 

brings, we pray for those who know its call too well, and live it every day.  Amen 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Notices 
 

Easter food parcels appeal. Thank you to those members who have 

already responded.  We hope to send a donation to Rev. Sammy for 

him to purchase basic cooking ingredients to distribute to families 

on the Mwakirunge Dumpsite.  

If you haven't yet done so, please could you help? We can accept your gift in any of 

the following ways- by BACS into the church account (ref. Food parcels), by cheque 

made out to Billericay Methodist church (please write "food parcels" on the reverse) 

or as cash given to Lorraine H. Just 2 weeks to go!  

Thank you in anticipation. Pam C., Geraldine, Maggie K. & Heather 

Breaking News: We have heard from Rev. Sammy that the first consignment of one 

million doses of the Covid19 vaccine - donated by Covax- has arrived in 

Kenya.   Please could the church family pray that this reaches the most vulnerable 

and at risk groups.  



Encouragement 
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AGM Sunday 21st March 2pm on zoom – see last week’s summary of proposals   

Your invite to the Joint Church Council and AGM is in this week’s Friday email 

for a zoom meeting on Sunday 21st March at 2pm. Anyone unable to attend via 

zoom please read and give me any feedback on the  summary of the principles and 

proposals that were finalised at the leadership meeting attended by 24 people on 

the 26th Feb.  Further background information is available if requested. All of this 

will form our agenda alongside the AGM report that was circulated last week by 

email and is on our website.   David 

CWEO/Notices UPDATE – As I said last time, the weekly CWEO that you are reading 

now will be finishing soon with the last edition on Easter Day. I know that many of 

you will want to send your thanks to Ann for all the hard work she has put in to help 

us ‘connect with each other’, week in week out, during the pandemic and prior to 

that in the notice sheet. The hope was that we might be able to continue to 

produce something weekly, with a team approach and the good news is that we 

have now had offers of help from three people. I would ideally like to add another 

one or two to the team to share the load even more, so if you now feel able to help 

please do let me know asap.... and the vacancy for someone to take the minutes at 

Church Council is still there? Many thanks -  David 

Reading Friends is a way of keeping connected with others 

through either joining a virtual group or receiving a befriending 

call. Reading is the conversation starter but leads into all sorts of 

other subjects which reflect the  interests of those there.  Essex 

and Thurrock libraries are starting these now as a response to 

many people feeling isolated or lonely. If you live in Essex and 

would either like a call or be part of a virtual  

group email kirstie.kemp@essex.gov.uk or ruth.warboys@essex.gov.uk . 
Alternatively contact me on my phone and I can pass on your phone details for 

befriending calls. I am running groups and calls too but within Thurrock only as I 

work within that area.        Rachel G 

Baby Basics  was founded in 2009 with the aim of providing some 

of the basics needed for life for vulnerable women with a new-born. 

Revival Church, Billericay, is supporting this initiative and will be 

able to take referrals from 6th April 2021. 

Items can be donated towards Starter Packs: Moses Baskets, First-

size Nappies, Baby Wipes, Maternity Pads ,Baby Shampoo, Wash & 

Lotion, Adult Shampoo & Shower Gel, Toothbrush & Paste, Towels Blankets, New-

born Clothing.  You can also help by: Telling your friends about 

Baby Basics, knitting blankets, cardigans and other lovely things 

for new-borns or contributing financially.  For further details 

contact 07537170350 or email  billericaybabybasics@gmail.com  

Donations can be received via Billericay Community Hub, 8-10 

High Street, Billericay, CM12 9BQ  - by appointment only during 

current covid restrictions. 

mailto:kirstie.kemp@essex.gov.uk
mailto:ruth.warboys@essex.gov.uk
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Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 19th March 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

  

Gathered Worship.  With increasing measures necessary to reduce 

the spread of Covid-19 across the country we have made the decision 

not to meet for gathered worship during this period of national 

lockdown. 

Printed copies of service material will continue to be provided for those without 

internet access. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church website 

homepage for links to a variety of worship resources and our Learning Together 

about Jesus  for all age resources. 

Encouragement 

‘Life is good when you are happy, 

but even better when others are 

happy because of you.’  

quote credited to Israelmore Ayivo  

The Repair shop 

demonstrates the 

difference between 

something that is 

brand new (NEOS in 

Greek ) and renewed 

(KAINOS in Greek) 

with all the memories left intact. Interestingly 

Revelation 21 speaks of God working to renew 

the earth (KAINOS) not to replace it with 

something better (NEOS) so prompting our 

concern and care for the world as it is right now. 
Programme available on BBC and iPlayer  

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
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https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
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