
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 21st March 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

Like the ingredients of the Passover meal, the remnants of my Jewish ancestry find this time 
of year both bitter and sweet. When I see the bright splashes of daffodils, the proud Magnolia 
buds and the petal explosions of cherry trees, my heart lurches. This season is a poignant 
reminder of both new life and loss, with the joys of spring and the mourning of loved ones. 

The past year has bought both joy and much sorrow as the Pandemic has swept its way across 
our world deeply affecting us all in a myriad of ways. 

As Jesus rode meekly into Jerusalem surrounded by the joyful cries of “Hosanna” (“Save us!”) 
intermingled with the more subversive Messianic shouts of “Blessed be the coming kingdom 
of our ancestor David.” I wonder if Jesus also heard on the breeze those first faint whispers of 
“Crucify him”? 

Jesus had set his face to Jerusalem to fulfil the prophecies of the “Suffering Servant” as he 
rode with humility and serenity into the political, religious and social powerhouse of Israel 
and Judaism. 

Here indeed was a King like no other. The historic festival of Passover echoed God’s mercy 
and salvation for an enslaved people, yet in a way they were still trapped by their sin, 
judgmentalism, anger, hatred, prejudices, and rigid attitudes. 

Save us they sung, and we echo that cry today. We continue to pray for justice, equality, love, 
hope, harmony and peace in our broken world. 

They laid down their cloaks upon the dirty, dusty earth, and we wonder what can we lay 
before our Saviour and King? How do we commit ourselves to Christ? Are we carried along by 
the crowd’s jubilation and yet when facing the cross our fears overcome us? 

Here, as Malcolm Guite, theologian and poet declares, is Christ our “cosmic cornerstone” *, 
the one whom the psalmist tells us, “the builders rejected”.  And yet as Guite declares “every 
builder must be built in him.” If we are builders, what then are we building?  

As we start our walk into Holy Week, whether literally or figuratively speaking, may we reflect 
on Jesus’ sacrifice for us, remembering our sorrow and our joy as events unfold and give 
thanks to God for his saving grace and all that we receive in his name. 

*(David’s Crown: Sounding the Palms, Canterbury Press, 2021) 

Rachel 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Merciful God, today we are reminded of human fickleness.  

We cry ‘Hosanna’ one minute and ‘Death’ the next.  We are 

a hot and cold humanity; unreliable and selfish. We have 

allowed Good Friday to be repeated throughout the 

generations and across the centuries; refusing to see 

clearly the meaning and message of Palm Sunday. 

Forgive us for our hollow ‘Hosannas’; for seeking a God to match our national 

dreams and private goals; for failing to look into Jesus’ eyes or understand his 

mind and heart; for persisting in our worship of narrow horizons and exclusive 

attitudes. 

Ride into our tired lives; turn over our tables of prejudice, put to flight our doves of 

deceit, and help us to build our lives as cities of love and temples of justice, 

pointing to your Kingdom of liberation and joy.       Amen 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Notices 

Easter Food parcels appeal. Thanks to the generosity of our 

wonderful church family, we have been able to send enough money 

to Rev. Sammy to provide urgently needed food parcels to more 

than 150 families living by the Mwakirunge dump-site in Mombasa. 

Please pray for protection for Sammy and his team of helpers as they make this 

distribution from now until Easter Sunday. Thank you again so much. 

The Kenya support team. 
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AGM and CC Report  -  On Sunday 21st from 2pm – 4pm, 34 of us met on recorded 

zoom for the combined Annual General Meeting and deferred Feb. Church Council, 

to receive the annual reports on what has been a unique year in the life of the 

church and to consider proposals from the interim leadership group on the future 

shape of the church’s work worship and witness. My thanks to Mike Tuggey for his 

excellent work again on putting the report together, and to all those who have 

shared in this process with their constructive comments and suggestions. The 

result of the meeting was that all the proposals previously circulated were adopted 

and the appointments endorsed as on the sheet circulated last time, with the 

following amendments and corrections: that Helen Hacker remain as a (nominal) 

steward, and the Superintendent of the Circuit and a circuit Steward be formally 

listed as CC members. alongside your elected reps who are Roger Davison, Alyson 

Smith, David Westcott and Pam Cottrell. It was also agreed that all Church 

members on the CC would be listed as trustees for charitable purposes. The newly 

elected Church Leadership Team will now meet for the first time after Easter 

ahead of the next CC in June. 

David Ashworth presented an additional proposal as to how he, with Rachel 

Gallehawk and Pam Cottrell would continue the production of a weekly news 

sheet, with the style and content evolving as necessary – we thank them for this 

commitment to keeping us connected and I ask you all to support them with at 

least one ‘piece’ each month to make their work that much easier.  

The proposals on worship were also adopted as a whole with a hybrid combination 

of many different forms of worship all starting, once permitted, at 10.30am on all 

three sites - watch this space. My thanks to all those who are sharing in this 

pattern going forward, and to those who have been working on risk assessment 

and many property projects over the last year. Finance was a key area of concern 

as we heard that whilst thankfully direct giving and donations have been sustained 

in the last year the drop in rental income with all the ongoing costs had left us with 

a serious shortfall. This is the subject of an ongoing discussion at circuit level as to 

what level of giving can be planned for in the coming year and the impact of that 

on future ministry across the circuit. David Bagwell – summarised from ‘recorded minutes’   

Celebrating Easter 

Interactive socially distanced  WALK THROUGH HOLY WEEK 

Look out for this banner at QP, WR and the Herongate 

Community Garden, and set 

aside some time in the 

coming weeks to walk 

through the five key days of 

the Easter Story with 

laminated sheets that 

invite your thoughts and 

prayers. QR codes for those 

with smart phones -  For 

more information go on site or visit the website 

and click on the banner there.  David B 



 

Opportunities to worship together  

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 2nd April 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

Palm Sunday, 28th March,  led by Rachel Gallehawk 

Easter Sunday,  4th April, led by Rev David Bagwell 

Sunday 11th April, led by Geraldine Hanton 

Sunday 18th April, led by Ian Brown. 

Printed copies of service material will continue to be provided for those without 

internet access. 

 
 

 

Encouragement 

 

Those of you who have 

CWEO delivered to you each 

week will have received a 

Palm Cross with your copy.   

 

 

Others who receive an electronic version 

can click on the picture above to find out 

how to make a folded paper version, 

which can be used as part of our worship 

on Sunday morning. 

All age activities for Easter can 

be accessed by clicking on  

these two links. 

Palm Sunday display, Herongate - with 

thanks to Maureen for the knitting and 

Julie for setting it up. 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:ann@bagwell.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKeE6xKYCZ4
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Palm-Sunday.pdf
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Holy-Week.pdf

