
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 4th April 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  

It’s been quite a week. From the thrill of Palm Sunday through the mystery of that 
meal together on Thursday night, to the horrors that followed. And then after the 
loneliness and despair of yesterday to the events of today, when some of the women 
report the impossible possibility that Jesus is still alive. No not still alive because 
there’s no doubt he actually died, but alive again; a second life, a new form of life 
perhaps; But how can that be? 

This is a week that we will never forget - for all the right reasons and for all the wrong 
reasons. None of us can be proud of what we did, as we ran away and hid, but faced 
with the alternative - can you blame us? But the real villain of the piece was Judas. 
Who would have thought that he would turn against us. Never really trusted him. 
Mind you, denying that you know Jesus is no better than revealing that you do know 
him and giving his whereabouts; but we all say and do stuff that we regret when we’re 
stressed out.  

It’s been quite a week, in 2021 as well, what with large crowds recently gathering to 
protest about this and that, or perhaps just finding an excuse to get out of the house 
at last and have a bit of fun. Until that is, it all turned ugly and a small group managed 
to turn us into a mob. There’s been some surprising news this week as well, who 
would have guessed what was on the news last night. Is there no end to the 
corruption and greed that we see in the world? And with the marking of the 
anniversary of the start of all of this and other key dates coming up, our thoughts turn 
to all that has been lost, those who have been lost, and the pain that still lies ahead.  

But today, now and then, is a good day to be alive, a day to celebrate and give thanks. 
For today there is hope and joy where once there was sadness and despair. Today is a 
good day to be alive because there is one who is alive for ever more, and his name is 
Jesus. 

David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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And so we join together, to rejoice and give thanks  that this day and all our days                                          

are lived in the light of that hope.   In the name of Jesus -  Christ our Lord.   Amen 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Notices 

Foodbank Hub at QP   On Friday 9th April a new 

initiative starts at QP, with the opening of  a 

Foodbank Hub - Initially just to receive non-perishable 

food for distribution but later on a place to give out food parcels. Come along to 

help launch this exciting initiative any time between 10am and 12 noon and don't 

forget to bring a tin or two - David 

Scouts back at WR  Remember in your prayers our uniformed organisations who 

are hoping to restart after Easter at WR with socially distanced 

smaller groups often meeting fortnightly. It's so good to have you back and thank 

you for all you have done on zoom during the lockdown -  David B  

The Lord is Risen.   He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

This is the day that starts a week. 

This is the day of rising. 

This is the day that starts new life. 

This is the day to sing for joy. 

For Christ our Lord, though killed on a Cross, 

is now alive for ever. 
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    A familiar figure on a distant shore, 

    A familiar action at  a kitchen table, 

    A presence in the midst of doubt, 

    O Risen Christ, 

 

You come to surprise us and delight us, 

You open wide the door to joy. 

Hopeful, we worship you. 

Hesitant, we adore.                                            
                                                           Seasons and Celebrations 

Room with a view 

Springtime in the 

Manse garden. 

Under new management!    I am extremely grateful to the new 

team of David A, Rachel G and Pam C who take over the 

responsibility of keeping us in touch with each other from this 

week onwards.  Please note the new email address for 

submission of content will now be  
 

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  
 

If you do not have access to email, please contact any of the 

team, whose details can be found in the church directory.  

Also, a big ‘thank you’ to those who have sent in items for me 

to include, it is such a help. So please continue to support the 

team, and encourage each other, through the coming year.     

Ann B 

Wishing you all 

many blessings 

as we share 

together in the 

celebration of 

Easter.  

David and Ann B  X 

   I believe in the Son  

   I believe in the Risen One  

   I believe I overcome  

   By the power of His blood  

   Amen , Amen  

   I'm alive I'm alive because He lives  

   Amen , Amen  

   Let my song join the one that never ends  

   Because He lives  

I was dead in the grave  

I was covered in sin and shame  

I heard mercy call my name  

He rolled the stone away  

Because He lives I can face tomorrow  

Because He lives ev'ry fear is gone  

I know He holds my life, 

My future in His hand  

Because He lives  

Christmas Cacti,  

reliably blooming at 

Easter  too!     Rachel  

William and Gloria Gather  

From 7am on 

Easter day we 

invite you to 

visit either WR 

or QP to add a 

daffodil to the 

cross outside as a sign 

that Christ is Risen. 

West Coast 

Baptist Choir 

mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LwBqG7uXbY


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 9th April 

 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

                                                         

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

Easter Sunday,  4th April, led by Rev David Bagwell 

Sunday 11th April, led by Geraldine Hanton 

Sunday 18th April, led by Ian Brown. 

For those without internet access, printed copies of services  will 

continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell 
 

 

Encouragement 

Published some time ago  I have been re-reading a book 

of daily devotions, given to me by a friend, and came 

across this passage which could have been written for 

times like these. 

‘O restless heart - beating against the prison bars of your 

circumstances and longing for a wider realm of 

usefulness - allow God to direct all your days.  Patience 

and trust, even in the midst of the monotony of your daily 

routine, will be the best preparation to courageously 

handle the stress and strain of a greater opportunity, 

which God may send someday.’                                                                                                    

                                                                                       Ann N 

All age activities for Easter can 

be accessed by clicking on  

these two links. 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Palm-Sunday.pdf
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Holy-Week.pdf

