
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 7th March 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

Today we begin a series that will take us to the edge of  Holy Week and our Easter 
celebrations. It’s about Jesus in the wilderness at the start of his ministry; an 
experience of lockdown and isolation, when he drew upon the word of God to 
respond to the temptations and challenges that we all face when lonely. Today we 
look at what it means to feel isolated and alone, next week we look at three specific 
temptations that we may face, and then in the final week we look at how temptations 
will follow us to the very end of our lives. 

We are told that Jesus spent 40 days and 40 nights in the desert, without food, being 
tempted by the devil. That’s a long time but not as long as many of us have spent in 
the last year in various degrees of lockdown, though with none of the physical 
challenges faced by Jesus. But it’s the mental, emotional and spiritual challenges that I 
want to focus on today. How has this period of extended and enforced isolation 
affected you? What have you found most difficult? How have you been tempted, ‘as 
never before’? And more positively, have you developed and matured in any way 
because of this unprecedented experience?  

Some people choose to go on retreat during Lent to develop their prayer life, but the 
experience of being locked away from others for months on end can make God feel 
more distant, and less real.  In terms of my regular prayer life, I find it so much easier 
to pray, and to pray out loud, when I am with others. It is not that God is any less 
present but being with someone else helps me to be with God, as I say out loud to 
them, what I am also wanting to say to God. That is why, when it is possible, it is 
important that if we can, we physically gather together for worship and say and do 
things with others there. Worshipping online or with hard copy, has been vital during 
lockdown and may have sustained our faith during dark days, but it is not the same as 
being physically together with God, and with those whose human love and care is the’ 
touch of God’ upon our lives. 

David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Prayer for March  Loving God as the first signs of spring appear we look 

forward with hope and expectation, though still needing to be patient 

and careful. Help us to follow Jesus into the new life that awaits us. As 

we journey through the season of Lent we prepare ourselves for the 

suffering and death of Jesus. Help us to follow Jesus through the 

darker times that remain. For you are God -  always with us,  in the 

world as it is and the world as it shall be. Help us to trust you and know the power 

of your love whatever each day brings. Amen 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Encouragement 

Spring flowers are ‘bursting 

out all over’ the garden at St 

Andrews, Herongate. 

Martin H 

Please pray for  the Covax initiative designed to help provide  poorer countries with 

vaccines and who are still awaiting supplies. 

When we are tested and wrestle alone, 

famished for bread when the world offers stone, 

nourish us, God, by your word  and your way, 

food that sustains us by night and by day. 
 

When in the desert we cry for relief, 

pleading for paths marked by certain belief, 

lift us to love you beyond sign and test, 

trusting your presence, our only true rest. 
StF  240  vs 1 and 2     Ruth C. Duck  
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Notices 

Kenya Easter food-parcels appeal. Once again, we are hoping to 

send a donation to Rev. Sammy which he will use to purchase 

basic cooking ingredients such as Rice, flour, cooking oil & sugar to 

distribute to struggling families living around a Mombasa 

Dumpsite. Each parcel has a value of around £7- about the same as a couple of 

Easter eggs here- and will help feed a family for several weeks. Please will you 

consider making a donation? Gifts can be made by BACS into the church account, 

by cheque made out to "Billericay Methodist Church", or as cash given directly to 

Lorraine H. We'll run the appeal for 3 more weeks.     Thank you. The Kenya Group 
 

Len Hale.  Len has written an account of the time he served in the RAF during the 

Second World War, primarily for display in the RAF Regiment Heritage Centre at 

RAF Honington. However he is very happy for others to read it too. Please let me 

know if you would like to receive a copy and I will email it to you early next 

week.  Thank you.  Lyn Bowditch  

Alec and Catherine Garner thank the Church family for your prayers and for all the 

messages and cards received while Alec has been so unwell. We would appreciate 

your continued prayers as Alec makes his slow recovery back to health. 

Thank you. 

AGM Sunday 21st March 2pm on zoom – see attached summary of proposals   

Your invite to the Joint Church Council and AGM is in this week’s Friday email for a 

zoom meeting on Sunday 21st March at 2pm. Anyone unable to attend via zoom 

please read and give me any feedback on the attached summary of the principles 

and proposals that were finalised at the leadership meeting attended by 24 people 

on the 26th Feb.  Further background information is available if requested. All of 

this will form our agenda alongside the AGM report that is available this year as an 

attachment with this weeks Friday email.  

CWEO/Notices – The  weekly CWEO that you are reading now will be finishing soon 

with the last edition on Easter Day. I know that many of you will want to send your 

thanks to Ann for all the hard work she has put in to help us ‘connect with each 

other’, week in week out, during the pandemic and prior to that in the notice sheet. 

The hope was that a team of four or more might be able to continue to produce 

something weekly, perhaps in a new format, from then on, or failing that perhaps 

monthly.   But at the moment we have only one firm offer of help, so as things 

stand it will come to an end, though the worship sheet may be able to continue in 

some form.  Can you help in any way as part of a team? If so let me know…. soon!  

I also still need someone to take minutes at meetings - Thank you -  David  

Lent Retreat - from the Jesuits in Scotland  in association 

with the BBC daily and Sunday radio services.  For those with 

internet access you may be interested to follow these daily 

reflections which include a painting and a musical item.                 

Ron McD   

https://www.onlineprayer.net/
https://www.onlineprayer.net/


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 12th March 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

  

Gathered Worship.  With increasing measures necessary to reduce 

the spread of Covid-19 across the country we have made the decision 

not to meet for gathered worship during this period of national 

lockdown. 

Printed copies of service material will continue to be provided for those without 

internet access. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church website 

homepage for links to a variety of worship resources and our Learning Together 

about Jesus  for all age resources. 

Easter Arrangements 

Worship over Easter 

The government guidelines for the next few months are rightly very cautious, and 

our risk assessment group meeting on Friday 26th February agreed that despite 

some rules that could allow gatherings, we should follow the spirit of the current 

guidance and remain cautious; waiting to gather inside until the rules for ‘being 

inside all public buildings’ were relaxed and we could come ‘back with a bang’ and 

not ‘a whimper; able to enjoy worship with ‘all the benefits’ of gathering together. 

We will therefore not be opening up our buildings over Easter but instead will 

provide a mixture of online worship with hard copy/DVD as at present and also 

outside prayer spaces on all three sites to encourage reflection on the five different 

aspects of the Easter Story. So let’s stay patient and stay safe a little longer. and 

not ‘blow it now’ to quote JVT! My thanks to all those who are continuing to help me 

with weekly worship until that time when we will return. -  David  

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:ann@bagwell.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/

