
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 25h April 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  
   ‘But still the net did not rip’ ( John 21:11) and that despite the very large number of 

fish in it.  

   Fishermen spend a fair amount of time, mending their nets, as they are inclined to 

break; and indeed in a previous account of a fishing expedition involving Peter they 

did just that (Luke 5:6). But on this occasion the gospel writer is clear that despite the 

presence of 153 fish in the net, the net held and they were able to bring them all to 

shore. 

   And the difference between the two stories is that in Luke 5, Simon Peter is 

operating as a fisherman simply earning his living, and prepared to follow the example 

and guidance of one he respects, despite having spent all night fishing in vain. But in 

the second account from the end of John’s gospel he is listening to the voice of the 

risen Jesus, and is starting to engage in ‘kingdom business’, reaching out to those who 

need to hear the good news, and can be brought ‘out of the deep’ and ‘safe to shore’. 

   And in that work he is operating not just with his own experience and abilities but 

with the added power and purpose of God who will tell them to, ‘go….to all peoples 

everywhere’ (a total of 153 countries it was thought at that time), ‘to make disciples’; 

with the added promise that,’ I will be with you always, to the end of the 

age.’  (Matthew 28:19-20) 

   Living and working with the risen Jesus is to operate with someone who has ultimate 

authority, and all the resources, including unbreakable nets, needed for the task in 

hand. That task being the coming of the kingdom into individual hearts and minds, and 

the renewal and transformation of this world so that it is again, ‘on earth as it is in 

heaven’. And all of that is achieved with the beauty and goodness of a love that over 

Easter, conquered all.  

   So if you are currently spending all your time repairing nets and building your 

business, why not spend more of your time on the treasure that will never fade, as 

you work with the risen Jesus to build his Kingdom.             David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  

2 

 

 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Notices 

Oh Lord, the creator of the universe and author of the laws of nature, 

inspire in us thy servants the will to ensure the survival of all the  

species of animals and plants which you have given us to share this 

planet with us.  Help us to understand that we have a responsibility for 

them and that ‘having dominion’ does not mean that you have given us 

the right to exploit the living world without thought of the  

consequences.  Through him who taught us that Solomon could not compare with 

the beauty of the flowers of the field.  Amen                      HRH Prince Philip 

URGENT APPEAL - We are looking for some second hand, ideally metal, staging for 

the inside of the new greenhouse at the Community Garden, Herongate. Can you 

help or do you know someone who might?  Please let me know. Thank you. David B  

SYNOD - Please pray for the representative meeting of our District Synod, gathering 

via zoom on Saturday 24th April and pray that the Spirit of God will guide them in 

all their discussions and decisions . 

READERS FOR ONLINE SERVICES If you would like to have a go at recording a video 

reading on your phone and having it included in one of our online services then do 

let me know and I will guide you through what is involved.  David B  

We are sad to hear of the recent death of Muriel Tredgett, for many years a regular 

worshipper at Western Road. We send our thoughts and sympathy to her two  

daughters & the family.       Heather A 

We are sad to report that Don Ward died this last Tuesday evening. Don had been a 

member of our Church for very many years.  Please pray for Sara, Simon and the 

family at this sad time.  



3 

Encouragement 

Foodbank at QP  Well, what another fantastic turn out we had last Friday, having 

had such a good response for the first week I was not sure how the second one 

would go, but it was amazing. 

Also, on a Friday a very large flower lorry comes to QP to deliver to the florist and 

they always park right outside the church, they asked us what we were doing. 

When it was explained to them, they went to their cab and came back with food 

from their store for us!  You hear of so much bad in this world, that restored my 

faith in human nature!   Helen H  

Easter Food Parcels.  

Rev Sammy has written to thank 

everyone for the very generous food 

parcels donations.  

 

COVID has made the distribution more lengthy, but 

safety has been maintained using home and church 

based drop off points and by the 23rd April Sammy 

and the volunteers had reached all 150 families.  

 

“Mungu Awabariki (God bless you all).   

      Asante Santa.”  Sammy.  

It seems that this week a theme is those who struggle to have enough to eat. 

 

Lord, we thank you for this food; help us share with all in need; 

Body, soul refresh anew to live the Gospel, serve your people, give your people love. 

          Alan Harvey  

https://www.firstpreswh.org/daily-devotional/lord-we-thank-you-for-this-food-hymn-660/


Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 30th April 

 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

                                                         

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

  Sunday  2nd May,  FAITH,  led by Rev David Bagwell 

  Sunday  9th May, HOPE,  led by Rev David Bagwell 

  Sunday  16th May, LOVE,  led by Rev David Bagwell 

For those without internet access, printed copies of services  will 

continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Encouragement 

 

 

 

 

 

Norsey Woods will soon be a carpet of blue-

bells.      Sent in by Heather & David  A  
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