
  

 

          THEME:  Love in action 

Sunday 16th May 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand  and Intro (from 10.15am) 

Welcome  - Are you flourishing or languishing or somewhere in      

between as we come out of lockdown next week and prepare to start              

‘gathered worship ‘at WR next week at 10.30am— note new start time 

   

  Call to worship   We  worship together as we say together: 

               We praise your Holy Name and thank you for your Love 

               A Love that knows no limit and no end 

               A love seen in the earthly life of Jesus who died and rose again 

               A love experienced now by his Spirit at work in us.     

               We pray for your Spirit to work in us today,  

               lifting us up and strengthening us once again. 

               Come Lord Jesus, come into open hearts and minds. Amen. 

 

HYMN - ‘How deep the Fathers love for us’ 
 

How deep the Father's love for us? 

How vast beyond all measure? 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure 
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How great the pain of searing loss? 

The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory 

Behold the man upon a cross 

My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished 

I will not boast in anything 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 

 

 Opening Prayer   
 

Loving Lord Jesus, 

You told the disciples not to be afraid on the first Easter Sunday. 

Help us not to be afraid as the restrictions are eased  

but to trust in Your strength. 

Give us the strength we need to move towards the uncertainty of a new 

normal. 

Enable us to speak of you to those in distress and those who are afraid. 

Fill us with The Holy Spirit and empower us to live our lives for You.  Amen 

John Collings, Lay Preacher, Rutherglen URC 
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Hymn - ‘Here is love’ 

Here is love vast as the ocean, 

Loving kindness as the flood 

When the Prince of life our ransom, 

Shed for us His precious blood 

Who his love will not remember, 

Who can cease to sing His praise? 

He can never be forgotten, 

Throughout heavn's eternal days 

On the mount of crucifixion, 

Fountains opened deep and wide 

Through the floodgates of God's mercy, 

Flowed a vast and gracious tide 

Grace and love like mighty rivers, 

Poured incessant from above 

And Heavens peace and perfect justice, 

Kissed a guilty world in love 

In thy truth thou dost direct me 

 By thy spirit through thy Word 

And thy grace my need is meeting 

 as I trust in thee  my Lord. 

 Of thy fullness thou art pouring 

 Thy great love and power  on me 

Without measure full and boundless 

 drawing out my heart to Thee. 

   

 Reading 1 -  1 Corinthians 13: 1-13 
 

 Paul writes: I may be able to speak the languages of human beings and 

even of angels, but if I have no love, my speech is no more than a noisy 

gong or a clanging bell.  I may have the gift of inspired preaching; I may 
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have all knowledge and understand all secrets; I may have all the faith need-

ed to move mountains—but if I have no love, I am nothing.  I may give away 

everything I have, and even give up my body to be burned—but if I have no 

love, this does me no good.   

LINK 

 

Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or conceited or proud;  

love is not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable;  

love does not keep a record of wrongs;   

love is not happy with evil, but is happy with the truth.  

Love never gives up; and its faith, hope, and patience never fail.  

Love is eternal.  

 

There are inspired messages, but they are temporary; there are gifts of 

speaking in strange tongues, but they will cease; there is knowledge, but it 

will pass.  For our gifts of knowledge and of inspired messages are only par-

tial;  but when what is perfect comes, then what is partial will disappear. 

 

LINK  

When I was a child, my speech, feelings, and thinking were all those of a 

child; now that I am an adult, I have no more use for childish ways.  What we 

see now is like a dim image in a mirror; then we shall see face-to-face. What 

I know now is only partial; then it will be complete—as complete as God's 

knowledge of me 

 

Meanwhile these three remain: faith, hope, and love; and the greatest of 

these is love 

  

 TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 16th May in CWEO incl.  ’ Love never gives 

up; and its faith, hope and patience never fail. ‘ - 1 Cor 13: 7 
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HYMN—’Love divine’ 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling 

Joy of Heaven to Earth come down 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling 

All Thy faithful mercies crown 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion 

Pure, unbounded love Thou art 

Visit us with Thy salvation 

Enter every trembling heart 

 

Breathe, O breathe, Thy loving spirit 

Into every troubled breast 

Let us all in Thee inherit 

Let us find the promised rest 

Take away the love of sinning 

Alpha and Omega be 

End of faith as its beginning   

Set our hearts on liberty  

 

Come almighty to deliver 

Let us all Thy life receive 

Suddenly return and never 

Never more Thy temples leave 

Thee we would be always blessing 

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above 

Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing 

Glory in Thy perfect love 

 

Finish then Thy new creation 

Pure and spotless let us be  
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Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee  

Changed from glory into glory 

Til in Heaven we take our place 

'Til we cast our crowns before Thee 

Lost in wonder, love and praise 

  

Final Prayers 
 

Risen Lord Jesus, 

hear our prayers for all who mourn  

as they remember loved ones lost to this pandemic. 

Hear our prayers for livelihoods destroyed 

 and hopes devastated. 

Hear our prayers for all continuing to sustain and support us 

even as we begin to taste again so much we have had to wait for.  

Bless the nations with a renewing spirit of generosity, 

that vaccine and support might reach the poorest and most marginalised. 

We pray in your name. Amen. 

By the Revd Neil Thorogood, Minister of Thornbury URC and Trinity-Henleaze URC (Bristol) 

 

Lord of life, as we begin to step out along the pathway of easing lockdown, 

be with us.  

Help us to take it slowly and carefully, 

heeding the encouragement to take care. 

We have shown love to our neighbour through the restrictions we have fol-

lowed, may we not stop now. 

In our desire for ‘normality’ give us patience; 

let us not forget all that has been.  

May we act wisely, show mercy and live love.  

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 
By the Revd Jenny Mills, URC Secretary for Education & Learning 
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HYMN  - ‘When I survey’ 

 When I survey the wondrous cross, 

on which the Prince of Glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

save in the death of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were an offering far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all  

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all       

   

 Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 

 
  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   

The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit,   

be with us all, evermore.  Amen.   
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 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace 

  with his people 

  - The peace of the Lord be always with you   

     And also with you  

 

 

 

Music plays with invitation to join zoom fellowship 

                                                All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 

 
 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.   

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 

 To watch all or any part of this* or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

