
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 9h May 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  

     This week we look at hope, a word that is often in the news as we hope for 
better things; a light at the end of the tunnel, for us and for the wider world. 
What are you hoping for right now, and what is that hope based on – the 
science, the stats or something, or indeed someone, else? 
    We sang earlier that, ‘our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness’, or in simpler terms on a love that conquered all at Easter and a 
relationship with God through Jesus that will never end. 1 Peter 1:3  describes 
that as a ‘living hope’, based as it is on a living Saviour. Hope dies when it is 
based only on a fading reality, a memory of the past, rather than an active 
engagement with the present that in time will transform the future. And that 
is where patience comes in for whilst we need to see hope in action right now 
without delay, we must also be prepared to be patient and sustain that action 
in the longer term to see the change we pray for. 
    Greta Thunberg, the young Swedish climate change activist  makes this same 
point as she says that ‘hope doesn’t come from words but from action’, ‘hope 
is telling it like it is and listening to the science…before it is too late.’  So her 
hope is both urgent in its call to action now, but also patient as she recognises 
that nothing is going to change dramatically over night. But if our own 
government’s increasingly bold targets for 2030 or even earlier are going to be 
more than mere words, then we all need to make radical changes right now 
and stick with them, whatever the personal cost. 
    More about all of that as we begin a new church year in September but for 
the moment read Romans 8 verse 21 again, but this time as a reference not 
only to your hope of being saved from yourself, but to the hope of creation 
itself being ‘set free from its slavery to decay…. ‘if that is, we are prepared to 
take action right now with unfailing courage and a firm hope in Christ (2 
Thessalonians 2:16).          David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Bob and Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Shine upon us, O Lord, with the light that surpasses all other 

light. Cleanse us with the fire that consumes all other fires and 

fill us with the love that transforms all other loves; for your 

own name’s sake. Amen.                                     

   Catherine of Siena (1347-1380) 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                    Pam C and Elizabeth H 

To contemplate 

Leondardo da Vinci’s painting of “The Last Supper” shows the nearest side of the 

table to the spectator is empty, perhaps to invite the viewer to take a place at  

table.  Eddie Askew writes a beautiful poem, the final verse saying: 

 

“And as I start to realize 

the riches that you offer, 

I daren’t do other than accept.   

And as I take my seat, 

wondering just what to say or do, 

I understand I’m not a transitory guest,  

my welcome soon outlived, 

But one of the family. 

My place secure, my presence welcomed.”      

                       From Breaking the Rules      Eddie Askew   

http://freechristimages.org/ 

http://freechristimages.org/
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Worship Opportunities 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES at BMC 

Details of all our worship opportunities are on the website. 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/sunday-services/forward-plan/  

 

As you will see from the circuit plan we are currently able to offer many different 

forms of worship, some of which may be new to you. The following explains some of 

the key features of each form. All worship starts at 10.30am but please aim to ar-

rive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, and be aware of current Covid 

regulations on mask wearing, singing etc.    

Preparation – a short time of zoom prayer from 10am onwards 

                               – see Friday email for online link   

Main Worship time   

1 - Online worship  (35-45 minutes) premiered each week from 10.15am              

on BMC YouTube channel. Prepared by named person on circuit plan and can be 

sourced anytime. After an introduction and time of pre- worship, usually includes      

3-4 hymns and worship songs to sing along to, with prayers, readings and a short 

talk – includes hardcopy and DVD version as requested. 

2 - Gathered worship (45-60 Minutes) at all three sites 

      a) IOW led by named person on circuit plan - Service ‘includes online wor-

ship’ (iow) material, as above, delivered ‘live’. Concludes with a sharing time, final 

prayers and blessing and if shown includes communion (S) led by Minister.  

     b)  Worship Service led by named person on circuit plan with theme and format 

of their choosing . 

     c)  Local Arrangement (LA) Worship led by a Worship Coordinator/leader us-

ing online worship material (WR and QP only), ‘The Vine’ or other material of their 

choosing, followed by a sharing time, final prayers and blessing.   

3 - Fellowship afterwards    
    a)  Gathered Fellowship  - inside or outside, with refreshments, as and when 

Covid regulations allow. 

or b) Zoom Fellowship as the online service finishes (approx. 11.05am-11.15am) 

    - see Friday email for online link 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/sunday-services/forward-plan/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
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Notices 

READERS FOR ONLINE SERVICES If you would like to have a go at recording a video 

reading on your phone and having it included in one of our online services then do 

let me know and I will guide you through what is involved.  David B  

Grace Centre bio-Intensive farm project. You may remember that 

several months ago we made an appeal for financial support to buy 

a much-needed form of transport to deliver produce grown on the 

farm to local schools etc. We are so grateful that an anonymous 

generous donation has been given which will finance the purchase of a fully-

mechanised vehicle. This will help the farm to become a viable business, enabling 

the community to become a step closer to being self-sufficient. 

A huge thank you to the church member who has made this possible. Please watch 

this space for more news  - and hopefully some photos - of this project. 

The Kenya team 

Coronavirus in India.  We have all felt helpless as we read about the devastating 

impact of the pandemic in India and the heart-breaking stories and news we hear. 

"All we can" - the Methodist relief charity - has set up an emergency appeal,  

working with its Partners in India.  Donations can be given either as a cheque made 

out to "Billericay Methodist Church" and suitably marked or a transfer via BACS into 

the church account, ref "All we can appeal".   Heather A 

Congratulations to Martin & Lorraine Harris on the safe arrival of Grandchild  

number 5 ! - Zachary Mark- born last week to proud parents Mark & Katie and big 

sister Hallie. God bless you all.   Heather A 

Registration for Gathered Worship at Western Road in May 

To attend worship under current Covid Rules at WR please contact Mark on  01277 

658743 to give your track and trace details and  to reserve your seat(s).  
 

For Sunday 23rd May at 10.30am  please call between  9.00am Monday 17th May 

- 6.00pm Friday 21st May.  
 

For Sunday 30th May at 10.30am,  please call between 9.00am Monday 24th May 

- 6.00pm Friday 28th May. 
 

Further details to follow for services in June, July etc at WR, QP and St. Andrews 

Herongate 

Help with LA’s  -  see also Worship Opportunities at BMC 2c)  on page 3 

Have you or your home group helped in the past with a Local Arrangement service? 

Could you offer help sometime in June to August as we seek to cover 15 slots 

across the three sites? If you can help in any way or just want to find out more,  

contact me by email  david@bagwell.org.uk or phone (01277) 623085 ahead of a 

planning meeting on Wed 19th  May at 7.30pm. Thank you.    David B  

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk


Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 14th May 

 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

                                                         

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

Sunday  16th May, LOVE,  led by Rev David Bagwell 

Sunday  23rd May Service at Western Road, led by Rev David Bagwell 

Sunday  30th May Service at Western Road, led by Rachel Gallehawk 

For those without internet access, printed copies of services  will 

continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Encouragement 

A large brood of goslings at  

Hanningfield, near to the Fisherman’s 

Lodge. 
 

 

 

 

 

Flowers in Lake Meadows 

Heather A 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/

