
  

 

       THEME:  A risk worth taking?  

Sunday 27th June 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand  and Intro (from 10.15am) 
 

Welcome 
 
   How risk averse are you and has that changed as a result of the pandemic?  
 
   How do we live with uncertainty and danger?  
 
   Is faith to live with, or without, risk? 
  

 

Reading   - Luke 8:1-3 , 24: 1-3, 10-11 

 
As Jesus travelled through towns and villages, preaching the Good News 
about the Kingdom of , the twelve disciples went with him and so did some 
women who had been healed of evil spirits and diseases;  Mary (who was 
called Magdalene), from whom seven demons had been   driven out;  
Joanna, whose husband Chuza was an officer in Herod's court;  and Susanna, 
and many other women who used their own resources to help Jesus and his 
disciples. 
 
Later we read that: 

Very early on  the morning of that first Easter Day.. the women went to the 
tomb, carrying the spices they had prepared.  They found the stone rolled 
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away from the entrance to the tomb,   so they went in; but they did not 
find the body of the Lord Jesus….The women were Mary Magdalene, Joan-
na, and Mary the mother of James; they and the other women with them 
told these things to the apostles.  But the apostles thought that what the   
women said was nonsense. 

 

Call to worship  
   
  We  worship together as we say together: 

    Loving God, we thank you for all those who have given their lives, 

    to serve you, and in the service of others. 
 

     We praise you for the unseen and unknown heroes and heroines of our      
      faith, 

     whose witness has sustained and grown the church 
     down through the ages. 

  

     May we be prepared to take risks  and be bold in following you. 

     To the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

HYMN - ‘Blessed assurance’ 
 
Blessèd assurance, Jesus is mine: 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God; 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood: 
 
 This is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Saviour all the day long. 
 This is my story, this is my song, 
 praising my Saviour all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture burst on my sight; 
angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love: 

               This is my story, this is my song,…. 
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Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Saviour am happy and blest — 
watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love: 

               This is my story, this is my song,…….                    
                               

                                     (repeat) 

 
 Opening Prayer  by Tamara Leba (adapted)  
 

 Holy One who has given us the breath of life, 
Today we remember 
To breathe deeply, to rest. to take in 
To pause before we act… 
 
And then to take another deep breath 
 as we are poised on the edge 
And risk jumping in,  
risk taking action,  
risk speaking up 
Risk using the gifts we have been given. 
 
So that at the end of our life we can say,  
with absolute clarity and conviction,  
that no part of our existence was wasted 
in fear of failure or fear of success. 
 
Hold us safely in your arms; 
Prepare the way for us  
to begin to offer the gift of our awakened presence, 
Full of love and light today. 
These and the prayers of our hearts 
 we lift up now in the silence… 
Amen  
 

Hymn - ‘Praise is rising’      
 

Praise is rising, eyes are turning to You 

We turn to You 

Hope is stirring, hearts are yearning for You 

We long for You 
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     ‘Cause when we see You 

    We find strength to face the day 

     and in Your presence all our fears 

    Are washed away, washed away 

Hosanna, Hosann 

You are the God who saves us 

Worthy of all our praises 

 

Hear the sound of hearts returning to You 

We turn to You 

In Your kingdom broken lives are made new 

you make all things new 

    ‘Cause when we see you…. 

Hosanna, Hosanna 

Come have Your way among us 

We welcome You here, Lord Jesus 

                

   

Reading 2  -  Philippians 2:25-30 
 

 I have thought it necessary to send to you our brother Epaphroditus, who 

has worked and fought by my side and who has served as your messenger in 

helping me.  He is anxious to see you all and is very upset because you had 

heard that he was sick. Indeed he was sick and almost died. But God had pity 

on him, and not only on him but on me, too, and spared me an even greater 

sorrow. I am all the more eager, then, to send him to you, so that you will be 

glad again when you see him, and my own sorrow will disappear. Receive 

him, then, with joy, as a believer in the Lord. Show respect to all such people 

as he,  because he risked his life and nearly died for the sake of the work of 

Christ, in order to give me the help that you yourselves could not give. 
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TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 27th  June in CWEO    

 

HYMN—’Forever’    
 
Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King 
His love endures forever 
For He is good, He is above all things 
His love endures forever 

    Sing praise, sing praise 

With a mighty hand and outstretched arm 
His love endures forever 
For the life that's been reborn 
His love endures forever 

    Sing praise, sing praise 
    Sing praise, sing praise 

Forever, God is faithful forever, God is strong 
Forever, God is with us,  forever. 

From the rising to the setting sun 
His love endures forever 
And by the grace of God, we will carry on 
His love endures forever 

Sing praise, sing praise 
Sing praise, sing praise,   

 

Final Thought—incl video of ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ for those online 
 

In the video the Archbishop of Canterbury tells a story about his hesitancy in    

inviting a university friend to a Christian event, many years ago. There was a    

mission that was being planned at his university and there was someone he was 

thinking he could ask to come along.  

 

He explained, “I was terrified, absolutely terrified, and I prayed for him 
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every day but I couldn’t quite get up the nerve to ask him to one of the talks.” 

The mission started and he still hadn’t asked him. He described feeling like a 

complete failure because he hadn’t had the courage to invite his friend to one of 

the events. But God had been at work and his prayers were answered in the 

strangest way. 

During the week of the mission he was in the library when the friend he had planned to 

invite came up to him.   
 

The Archbishop recounts, “He said, “Oh Hi, Justin… I hear there’s some kind of 

Christian thing going on this week in the university.” and I said, “Yep, yes there 

is.” 

He said, ‘Is there any chance I could be allowed to go to it?’ 

And I said, ‘Yes… you can come with me if you like!’ 

He said, ‘Oh, can you spare the time?’ 

I said, ‘Yes.’ “ 

The friend went along and through that mission he found Christ and is still walk-

ing with Him today.   Justin Welby concludes: The Holy Spirit is the one who 

opens ears and warms hearts, not us.”    

LINK—to pray ‘Your kingdom come’ is a risky thing to say, 

             but not to pray is even more risky. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (a modern version)    we say together: 
  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins,    

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours - 

now and for ever. Amen. 



7 

 

 

HYMN  - ‘ Guide me O Thou great Jehovah’ 
 

Guide me, O Thou great *Jehovah, [*Redeemer] 

Pilgrim through this barren land; 

I am weak, but Thou art mighty, 

Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 

Feed me now and ever more; 

Feed me now and ever more. 

Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer, 

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield; 

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 

 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell’s Destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee; 

I will ever give to Thee. 

 

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 

  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   

The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, evermore. Amen.   
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 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace 

  with his people     

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you   

  And also with you  

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.   

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  
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