
  

 

       THEME:  In their own language  

Sunday 6th June 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand  and Intro (from 10.15am) 

 

Welcome  - As we continue to celebrate the season of Pentecost we look 

at the events of that first Pentecost from another angle and Pauls approach 

to evangelism in Athens 

      Paul stood up in front of the city council and said, "I see that in every way 

you Athenians are very religious.   For as I walked through your city and 

looked at the places where you worship, I found an altar on which is written, 

'To an Unknown God.' That which you worship, then, even though you do not 

know it, is what I now proclaim to you.  (24)  God, who made the world and 

everything in it, is Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples 

made by human hands.  Nor does he need anything that we can supply  It is 

as some of your poets have said, 'We too are his children.'  Acts 17:22-24, 28  

        Call to worship    
              We  worship together as we say together: 

                We are one in the spirit, we are one in the Lord. 

                 As we worship,  make us one, as we fix our eyes on you                  

                 Open our eyes to see you 

               Open our hearts  and minds to receive your love.   

               Amen.  
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HYMN - ‘Light of the world’   

Light of the world,  

you stepped down into darkness,  

 opened my eyes, let me see 

 beauty that made this heart adore you,  

 hope of a life spent with you.  

          Here I am to worship, 

          here I am to bow down,  

         here I am to say that you're my God,  

         You're altogether lovely, 

         altogether worthy,  

          altogether wonderful to me.  

King of all days oh so highly exalted,  

glorious in heaven above.  

Humbly you came to the earth you created,  

all for love's sake became poor.  

  Here I am to worship …  

And I'll never know how much it cost  

to see my sin upon that cross.  

And I'll never know how much it cost 

 to see my sin upon that cross.  

           Here I am to worship …   x2  

 

Reading 1—  Romans 10:13-15   
 
As the scripture says, "Everyone who calls out to the Lord for help 
will be saved."   
But how can they call to him for help if they have not believed?  
And how can they believe if they have not heard the message?  
And how can they hear if the message is not proclaimed?   
And how can the message be proclaimed if the messengers are not  
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sent out?  
As the scripture says,  
"How wonderful is the coming of messengers who bring good 
news!" 

 

 

 Opening Prayer   
 

Loving Lord  help us to be messengers who bring good news  - In a world 

where there is more than enough bad news help us to be positive and 

life affirming . 

Lord help us to be sent out to go beyond our current orbit and find ways 

to share with new groups of people  as and when we come out of lock-

down 

Held us to proclaim the message of your love and care in ways that are 

real and relevant to those we are with. Help us to be creative and to 

learn new ways to express our beliefs,  

Forgive us our laziness as we use worn out cliches to express what we 

no longer really believe . 

And so may we and others hear the good news afresh  

and respond to it together  with fresh enthusiasm and passion 

 as fellow disciples on the way to being saved. Amen. 

Hymn - ‘My Lighthouse’  
In my wrestling and in my doubts 

In my failures You won't walk out 

Your great love will lead me through 

You are the peace in my troubled sea  X2  

  

In the silence, You won't let go 

In the questions, Your truth will hold 

Your great love will lead me through 
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You are the peace in my troubled sea  x2 
  

My lighthouse, my lighthouse 

Shining in the darkness. I will follow You 

    My lighthouse, my lighthouse 

    I will trust the promise 

    You will carry me safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 

    Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 

    Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh – oh) 

    Safe to shore 

I won't fear what tomorrow brings 

With each morning I'll rise and sing 

My God's love will lead me through 

You are the peace in my troubled sea  x2 

  
    My lighthouse, my lighthouse…. 

 Fire before us, You're the brightest 

You will lead us through the storms       

                   (repeated) 

    My lighthouse, my lighthouse….. 
  

 Reading 2  -  Acts 2:1-8 
 

 When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together 

in one place. Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a 

strong wind blowing, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 

Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire which spread out and 

touched each person there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and be-

gan to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak.  There 

were Jews living in Jerusalem, religious people who had come from every 

country in the world.  When they heard this noise, a large crowd gathered. 

They were all excited, because all of them heard the believers talking in their 

own languages. In amazement and wonder they exclaimed, "These people 

who are talking like this are Galileans!   
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How is it, then, that all of us hear them speaking in our own native  

languages?     

   

 Reading 3—Acts  17    selected verses 

 

While Paul was waiting in Athens for Silas and Timothy, he was greatly 

upset when he noticed how full of idols the city was. So he held discus-

sions in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentiles who wor-

shiped God, and also in the public square every day with the people who 

happened to come by. Certain Epicurean and Stoic teachers also debated 

with him. Some of them asked, "What is this ignorant show-off trying to 

say?" Others answered, "He seems to be talking about foreign gods." They 

said this because Paul was preaching about Jesus and the resurrection.  So 

they took Paul, brought him before the city council, the Areopagus, and 

said, "We would like to know what this new teaching is that you are talk-

ing about.  Some of the things we hear you say sound strange to us, and 

we would like to know what they mean."  

TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 6th June in CWEO    

HYMN—’Immortal Invisible’  

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 To all, life Thou givest, the great and the small; 
 In all life Thou livest, the True Life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
Then wither and perish, but naught changeth Thee. 
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Great Father of glory; pure Father of light; 
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render: O help us to see 
'Tis only the splendour of light hideth Thee. 
 
 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

   

Final Prayer   

Loving God, we struggle to find the words  

to express what we feel about you 

 about the world around us 

 and even to describe our own needs, 

But you hear not the words  and phrases hat come too easily  

but what is truly on our hearts  

and  you know what it is that we  desperately want to say . 

Hear our unspoken prayers and answer our deepest needs  

giving us that which we really need  

and not just what we desire.  

 

And when we pray for others,  

give them what they really need  

over and beyond what we  may wrongly believe to be best 

And then show us what we need to do - 

to turn our prayers into action 

 and our wishful thinking into faithful and sacrificial  living ., 

In the name of Jesus we pray. 

Amen.  
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HYMN  - ‘ Lord of the dance’ 

I danced in the morning when the world was young, 

And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth, 

At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

     Dance, dance, wherever you may be, 

     I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

     And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

     And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he 

I danced for the scribes and the pharisees, 

They wouldn’t dance, they wouldn't follow me. 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John 

They came with me so the Dance went on. 

     Dance, dance, wherever you may be… 

  

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 

The holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped,  they stripped, they hung me high, 

Left me there on a Cross to die. 

     Dance, dance, wherever you may be…  

I danced on a Friday when the world turned black 

It's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 

They buried my body, they thought I was gone, 

But I am the Dance, and I still go on. 

     Dance, dance  wherever you may be…  

They cut me down and I leapt up high; 

I am the life that'll never, never die; 

I'll live in you if you'll live in me - 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 

    Dance, dance, wherever you may be…  
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 Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 
  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,    

The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit,    

be with us all, evermore.   

Amen.   

 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace 

  with his people   - The peace of the Lord be always with you   

     And also with you  

 

 
                            All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.   

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 

 To watch all or any part of this* or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

