
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 20th June 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  
We often place our trust in many kinds of leaders. Recently, whilst fighting our 

way across the prickly overgrown vegetation of Fobbing marshes, I had to trust that 
our leader knew the way and would safely lead us to our destination in Fobbing where 
the memorial dedicated to the famous Peasants Revolt of 1381 is situated. 

 “Don’t you care about us?” was shouted at a napping Jesus by his terrified 
disciples as they were being thrown about on the stormy waters of Lake Galilee. 

The story of Jesus calming the storm from Mark 4: 35-41 is an instance where 
the disciple’s fears of impending doom, and abandonment overwhelmed their faith in 
God.  

We, just like the original disciples of Jesus, place our trust in Him, and yet, like 
them we too have our dark moments, our questions, wondering is He taking notice? Is 
He with us? Does He care?  

Eularia Clark’s 1963 painting “Storm over the Lake “(Methodist Collection of 
Modern Art) portrays this scene but was based on her feeling overwhelmed by her art 
students’ troubles.  In it, we see people trying to grab onto anything they can to save 
themselves; frightened, terrified faces, and hands and arms reaching up out of the 
engulfing waters. Yet, seated at the back of the boat, with his hand resting lightly (like 
a dove) over the becalming waters, is Jesus, the calm centre of the storm.  

This last year or so has been tough for many of us and the end date of COVID-19 
restrictions looms on the 21 June.  As I write I know it has changed again. Like the Sea 
of Galilee nothing is predictable! Indeed, it’s the sheer unpredictability of life which is 
often part of our hardships. Like others before us, like Job, like the disciples, like Paul 
we cry out to God for help.  

But we are not alone. Jesus is in the boat with us. He does care for us and hears 
us both in our lamenting and our joys and we can take heart.  Jesus promises his 
disciples in his final words in Matthew “And be sure of this: I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.” 

Knowing this and living this can make all the difference bringing us to a new 
and deeper experience of life with Jesus.         Rachel 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Loving God, You came into the world, not to dominate by power, but to 

show the true strength of love.  May your Spirit of peace be active in 

the world today and may we who love you learn humility as we work to 

transform your world.  Amen. 

                                       ‘Waiting in Wonder’,   the Methodist Church 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

Marion Cole's Retirement. A card for Marion is "doing the rounds" of our 3 churches 

for people to sign. We'll try to get it to as many people as possible during the next 

few weeks. Please be understanding if it doesn't reach you. 

It's not too late to make a donation towards Marion's gift from this Circuit. See pre-

vious issues of CWEO for details of how to donate or contact Lorraine H. 

Please note that the deadline for donations to be received into the BMC account is 

Sunday 27th June.    Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and finishing 

in time for online worship. Please come and join us at any point during 

that time, as we pray together as God’s Church. The zoom prayer link 

will be in your Friday email each week.          Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Methodist Conference -  a key debate to pray over 

The Methodist Conference will take place at the National Conference Centre, Bir-

mingham, from Thursday 24 June to Thursday 1 July.  One of the key debates will 

be on same sex marriage and can be followed online with details nearer the time 

via the Methodist Church website https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-

methodist-conference/conference-2021/ . You may wish to read in advance both 

the report 'God in Love unites us' https://www.methodist.org.uk/

media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-and-relationships-report.pdf and a doc-

ument with counter resolutions arguing against any changes in the current position 

called 'The Runaway Train', https://www.methodistevangelicals.org.uk/Publisher/

File.aspx?ID=288554  as we will be responding to whatever decisions are taken at 

our next CC in October. David B  

To David and Ann, Thank you for all the work you have both done, when we had 

Covid, thanks from Hazel Wills  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-and-relationships-report.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-and-relationships-report.pdf
https://www.methodistevangelicals.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=288554
https://www.methodistevangelicals.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=288554
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Notices 

JUNE Church Council notes 10th June    (16 present. 2 apologies) 
We remembered in prayer those who have died in recent weeks and also the meet-

ing of the G7 that was about to start in Cornwall. The planning group on Climate 

Change then presented their proposals for the new church theme that starts in  

September which will begin with ideas for a greener lifestyle in CWEO throughout 

July and August. The aim is to cooperate with many other groups and organisations 

in the town and wider area in the planning of  a year of action which will include 

small group material special services, and revolve around a public declaration 

about the climate emergency to coincide with the COP26 meeting in Glasgow in 

early November. 

 

Discussion then moved on to the current patterns of worship at all three sites. It 

was agreed that  as there seemed to be ‘little enthusiasm’ for gathered worship at 

QP until ‘some normality was restored’, there would be no services held there for 

the rest of the month with the situation reviewed again in July. The first service at 

Herongate on the 27th June would go ahead, with again note being taken of the 

level of support at this stage. It was agreed that weekly worship could now be main-

tained at WR with provision being made when necessary and possible for people to 

be given lifts.  Current capacity may perhaps increase. Discussion then turned to 

other options that may be possible for joining in or listening to hymn singing as part 

of current worship, which is for many a source of frustration.  The options would 

seem to be - hymns being played and sung live as in some other churches, hymn 

tunes being listened to with words on screen or WLV hymns/YouTube clips with 

lyrics of choir singing being shown on screen as at present.  Further conversations 

to take place to discover what was not only desirable but possible and sustainable 

for us.  

 

The servery and the new hall lighting at WR are now complete and the next task is 

the replacement of all or some of the boilers. A twin approach was agreed subject 

to available funding with a final decision to be made hopefully in time for the work 

to be done before the winter. Thanks were expressed to all those who had been 

working on this. Funding was also agreed for urgent work on the fire alarm at QP 

and the electrical system at Herongate.  

 

Liz had taken over from Ann in the production of licences, and she also reported on 

plans for further DBS checks and zoom training in the autumn.   

 

Tom S has agreed to be our independent auditor, and trustees will be members of 

church council willing to be listed. Lorraine then gave a comprehensive report on 

the finances of the church which showed a deficit that is not as large as we first 

feared but with major challenges going forward until we recover our levels of offer-

ings and rental income. Thanks were expressed to the circuit for waiving a quarters 

assessment and a proposed package that would use circuit reserves to buy us  all 

some time until a more longer-term approach could be adopted. 

 

David     11.06.21  
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Notices 

Encouragement 

Further option for Gathered Worship — St Andrews, Herongate 

There will be a communion service at St Andrew's, Herongate on the 27th June at 

10.30am  (under the current restrictions).  
 

To attend this or the service at WR under current COVID rules we are using a reser-

vation system for track and trace. For the  services on 27th June please call the 

listed numbers between 9.00am Monday 21st June - 6.00pm Friday 25th June to 

give your details and reserve your seat(s). 

     Western Road  —  please contact Mark S 

     St Andrews Herongate —  please contact Julie  C 

NOTES:  After leaving your details if you do not hear back then your reservation is 

confirmed. You will only be called back if there is not enough space and we are 

unable to accommodate you.  

Climate Change – A Global Emergency :   Throughout July and August we will be 

sharing ideas for a greener lifestyle as part of a practical Christian response to the 

global pandemic that is climate change.  Then from September onwards we will be 

working as a church with other bodies to become more environmentally friendly 

leading up to a public declaration to coincide with the climate conference in  

Glasgow.  So in the coming months look out for ways that you can save the planet, 

and share your ideas in CWEO as well .   David B 

Pam C shared these photos. The first taken on 

a walk to Downham and the second of a squir-

rel having an early breakfast in Norsey Woods. 

Joe Rush made a sculpture of the G7 leaders using waste electronic devices to 

make the figures. His aim was to highlight the environmental impact caused by 

the disposal of electronic devices. See pictures of and read the full story of Mount  

Recyclemore on the BBC website:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cornwall-57406136 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cornwall-57406136


                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
                                                          

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but please 

aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, and be 

aware of current Covid regulations on mask wearing, singing etc.  

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

27th June A Williams  Rev D Bagwell S *** 

4th July I Brown ***  G Hanton 

11th July R Davison  LA 

18th July LA +  Rev M Cole S 

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Gathered Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 25th June 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

