
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 27th June 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

 

Today we look at two unsung heroes of the bible that you may never have heard of; 

Joanna and Epaphroditus. But they both took risks for the sake of Jesus, risking 

their livelihood and health to see the kingdom come. At a time when we are rightly 

being encouraged to be more cautious than usual, for the sake of  each other’s 

health and well-being, as well as our own, I ask, what is an acceptable level of risk? 
 

Joanna was married to Chuza who worked for Herod, the one who had had John the 

Baptist beheaded on a whim. Despite the obvious danger to her and her family we 

are told she supported Jesus in his ministry with her own resources. She risked her 

livelihood and was ‘rewarded’ by being one of the first to see the empty tomb and 

learn that Jesus Christ, her healer, had risen, just as he had promised.   

Epaphroditus meanwhile is the lesser known companion of Paul, and he risked his 

own health having ‘almost died’ to continue to help Paul and bring pastoral support 

and encouragement to the church in Philippi. He is described as being worthy of 

respect because he risked all for the sake of Christ. 
 

So where is the line drawn between what is foolhardy, and dangerous and what is 

bold and brave?  How do you decide what is a risk worth taking, and what you will 

not do? How risk averse are you now, compared to a year or two ago. Should your 

faith make you more, or less, of a risk taker, and is there a difference between 

risking your own health and wellbeing and risking the health and wellbeing of 

others? Or are they linked together,  in the same was as we are commanded to ’ 

love our neighbour as we love ourselves’? 
 

The time will  surely come when we can once again, ’risk all for the gospel’, without 

endangering others. The question then will be whether we have become so cautious 

and risk averse that we are no longer prepared to go out on a limb and risk 

anything. And as Jimmy Carter once said, we need to go out on a limb because, 

‘that’s where the fruit is!’ 

 

Yours, still ‘reasonably cautious’!   David . 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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  Loving God,  

Lord, As we consider the terrible impact our actions are having on 

people and on the wider planet, may we collectively work to find 

creative local solutions that can inspire and bring hope and change to 

our hurting world. Amen. 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

Marion Cole's Retirement. A card for Marion is "doing the rounds" of our 3 churches 

for people to sign. We'll try to get it to as many people as possible during the next 

few weeks. Please be understanding if it doesn't reach you. 

It's not too late to make a donation towards Marion's gift from this Circuit. See pre-

vious issues of CWEO for details of how to donate or contact Lorraine H. 

Please note that the deadline for donations to be received into the BMC account is 

Sunday 27th June.    Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and finishing 

in time for online worship. Please come and join us at any point during 

that time, as we pray together as God’s Church. The zoom prayer link 

will be in your Friday email each week.          Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Methodist Conference -  a key debate to pray over 

The Methodist Conference will take place at the National Conference Centre, Bir-

mingham, from Thursday 24 June to Thursday 1 July.  One of the key debates will 

be on same sex marriage and can be followed online with details nearer the time 

via the Methodist Church website https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-

methodist-conference/conference-2021/ . You may wish to read in advance both 

the report 'God in Love unites us' https://www.methodist.org.uk/

media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-and-relationships-report.pdf and a doc-

ument with counter resolutions arguing against any changes in the current position 

called 'The Runaway Train', https://www.methodistevangelicals.org.uk/Publisher/

File.aspx?ID=288554  as we will be responding to whatever decisions are taken at 

our next CC in October. David B  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-and-relationships-report.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-and-relationships-report.pdf
https://www.methodistevangelicals.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=288554
https://www.methodistevangelicals.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=288554
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Notices 

 

COLLECTION – although services are gradually restarting many of us do not feel 

confident to sit inside with a group, whilst others are waiting until we can sing and 

praise our Lord out loud at services before returning.  Over the lockdown period 

since last March, have you considered how the church is paying its bills? These  

carry on regardless of whether we are open, including paying wages which we have 

done throughout.  Many folks have regularly sent me cheques throughout this time, 

or paid money directly into our accounts for which we are VERY grateful.  Also bank-

ers orders have arrived faithfully each month.  BUT if you have been thinking ‘how 

can I send a donation’ then please do contact me and I will gladly help you.  All 

cheques should be payable to Billericay Methodist Church, whether you worship at 

Western Road, Queens Park or Herongate.  Lorraine, Treasurer.  

 

To attend Herongate or WR services under current COVID rules we are using a res-

ervation system for track and trace. For the  services on 4 July please call the listed 

numbers between 9.00am Monday 28 June - 6.00pm Friday 2 July to give your de-

tails and reserve your seat(s). 

     Western Road  —  please contact Mark . 

     St Andrews Herongate —  please contact Julie . 

 

NOTES:  After leaving your details if you do not hear back then your reservation is 

confirmed. You will only be called back if there is not enough space and we are 

unable to accommodate you.  

Food Bank—Thank you so much for your continued support of the food bank at 

Queens Park on a Friday morning 10am - 12pm.  I was amazed again at the kind-

ness and generosity of the folks who support this much needed cause.  

The Food Bank Team. 

Diane and Liz went to visit Leonie recently n her new home in Kent.  

 

The weather was glorious and Leonie took us on a 

tour of the beautiful village including the Church 

that she now attends for worship which dates from 

the 14th century. We had a lovely day hosted by 

Leonie and her family and Leonie sends her very 

best wishes to everyone at Billericay. 
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Notices 

Encouragement 

Artserve’s annual festival weekend is on a Celtic theme this year.  

 

Friday 15 – Sunday 17 October The Hayes Conference Centre. 

Featuring: 

Mary Fleeson – Lindisfarne Scriptorium 

Gillian Pengelly – Circle dancing 

Cara Dudgeon – Performance with confidence 

.Bonni-Belle Pickard – Celtic hymn singing 

Ceilidh led by AD2000. 

 

You don’t have to be a member to enjoy this event. The all-inclusive cost of 

the weekend, including accommodation for two nights and all meals, is 

£210 per person for a single room or £190 per person for a shared room. 

 

If you need any help, please phone 020 8467 5985. 

Book online https://artserve.org.uk/index.php/events/festival-2021-book-

online 

For more details about Artserve talk to Rachel G. 

 

A walker’s birthday card.  

Methodists keep to the tea 

rooms ...of course! 

The Thanksgiving Service for Martin Hart will take place on Thursday 15 July at 

2.30 pm.  Because of the current restrictions Maggie is very sorry that 

attendance will be by invitation.  More information including a link to the live 

stream will be available in due course for anyone who would like to follow the  

service online.  

https://artserve.org.uk/index.php/events/festival-2021-book-online
https://artserve.org.uk/index.php/events/festival-2021-book-online


                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
                                                          

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but please 

aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, and be 

aware of current Covid regulations on mask wearing, singing etc.  

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

4th July I Brown ***  G Hanton 

11th July R Davison  LA 

18th July LA+  Rev M Cole S 

25th July Rev D Bagwell *** Bap-  A Williams 

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Gathered Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 2nd July 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

