
  

Sunday 20 June 2021 

 10.30am 

Does God care?  

Finding God in the storm. 
 

Music beforehand : Can you hear me? By Thomas Hewitt Jones; 

“You are my strength when I am weak” sung by Christ Church 

Clifton. 2 videos from https://www.who-cares.org.uk/ with 

Angela and Matt 

Welcome and Call to worship 

Loving and sometimes silent God, 

we come into your presence, 

thankful to quieten our hearts and to wait for you to speak. 

We bring our joys, our challenges, and our questions. 

We open our hearts honestly to you, 

and we wait in that space beyond questions 

to feel you hold us in compassion.  

Amen. 
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HYMN: As the deer  

 

1st Reading: Mark 4: 35-41 Jesus Calms the storm. 

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the 

other side.” Leaving the crowds behind, they took him along, just as he was, 

in the boat. There were also other boats with him.  A furious squall came up, 

and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was 

in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him up and said to 

him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the 

wind died down and it was completely calm. 

 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and 

the waves obey him!” 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: Psalm 107.1-3,23-32; 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious, 

For his steadfast love endures forever. 

2. You alone are my strength, my shield 

   To You alone will my spirit yield 
       You alone are my heart's desire 

       And I long to worship you . 

3. Even though You are a King 

I love You more than any other 

So much more than anything. 

You alone are my strength and 

shield.. 

4. I want you more than gold or silver 

only you can satisfy. 

You alone are the real joy giver 

and the apple of my eye.      

You alone are my strength and  

shield.. 

1. As the deer pants for the water 

So my soul longs after You 

You alone are my heart's desire 

And I long to worship You. 
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Let the redeemed of the Lord say this, 

Those he redeemed from the hand of the enemy. 
 

And gathered out of the lands from the east 

And from the west, 

From the north and from the south…… 
 

Those who go down to the sea in ships 

And ply their trade in great waters, 
 

These have seen the works of the Lord 

And his wonders of the deep. 
 

For at his word the stormy wind arose 

And lifted up the waves of the sea. 
 

They were carried up to the heavens 

And down again to the deep; 

Their soul melted away in their peril. 
 

They reeled and staggered like a drunkard 

And were at their wits’ end. 
 

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

And he bought them out of their distress. 
 

He made the storm be still 

And the waves of the sea were calmed. 
 

Then they were glad because they were at rest, 
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And he bought them to the haven they desired. 
 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his goodness 

And the wonders he does for his children. 
 

Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people 

And praise him in the council of the elders. 
 

Eternal God, 

we praise and adore you for all that you are: 

for being bigger than even our biggest questions; 

for caring more than we can fully comprehend. 

We praise and adore you 

for your strength and your silence; for your power and your peace. 

We praise and adore you, for being in control and yet not controlling; 

for being in the storms and beyond them. 

We praise and adore you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

we praise you for ever.  

Amen. 

A Prayer of Confession 

Lord Jesus, 

you do not let us sink when our faith is going under. 

You do not let our boats overturn when the seas of our life get rough. 

You do not let our questions swamp us or our failures destroy us. 

Rather, you forgive us, you save us, 
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you encourage, challenge and calm us – 

and for this we are thankful.  Amen. 

HYMN: Jesus draw me nearer CCC   

1. Jesus draw me ever nearer 

As I labour through the storm. 

You have called me to this crossing, 

And I'll follow, though I'm worn. 

 May this journey bring a blessing, 

May I rise on wings of faith; 

And at the end of my heart's testing, 

With Your likeness let me wake. 

2. Jesus guide me through the tempest; 

Keep my spirit staid and sure. 

When the midnight meets the morning, 

Let me love You even more. 

 May this journey….. 

3. Let the treasures of the trial 

Form within me as I go - 

And at the end of this great journey, 

Let me leave them at Your throne.  May this journey…. 

2nd Reading: 2 Cor 6: 1-13 Paul’s Hardships  

As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.  For 

he says, ‘In the time of my favour I heard you, 

    and in the day of salvation I helped you.’ 

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation. 

We put no stumbling-block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be 

discredited. Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: 
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in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses;  in beatings, 

imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, 

understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere 

love;  in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of 

righteousness in the right hand and in the left;  through glory and dishonour, 

bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors;  known, yet 

regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not 

killed;  sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having 

nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to 

you.  We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding 

yours from us. As a fair exchange – I speak as to my children – open wide 

your hearts also. 

Sermon: See Pastoral letter in CWEO 20 June.               

Prayer of Intercession 

We open our hearts to the needs of the world 

and cry with the tears of the sorrowful 

We mourn with the grieving souls of the world 

and feel their loss and share their pain. 

We share our love with the lonely and loveless 

and feel the pulse of their life. 

We offer our touch to the untouchable folk 

who are shunned by a passing throng. 

We catch the whisper of the unspoken truths 

that burden the lives of so many. 

We decipher the cries of a traumatised world 
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for whom peace is an impossible dream. 

Hear our prayers, Lord, and let us be the servants you would have us be. 

Amen. 

HYMN: In Christ Alone 

 

 

 

 

1. In Christ alone my hope is found, 

he is my light, my strength, my song; 

this Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

firm through the fiercest drought and 

storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of 

peace, 

when fears are stilled, when strivings 

cease! 

My Comforter, my All in All, 

here in the love of Christ I stand. 

2. In Christ alone!  — who took on 

flesh, 

fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and righteousness, 

scorned by the ones he came to save: 

till on that cross as Jesus died, 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

for every sin on him was laid; 

here in the death of Christ I live. 

3. There in the ground his body lay, 

light of the world by darkness slain: 

then bursting forth in glorious Day 

up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory, 

sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 

for I am his and he is mine — 

bought with the precious blood of 

Christ. 

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

this is the power of Christ in me; 

from life's first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

can ever pluck me from his hand; 

till he returns or calls me home, 

here in the power of Christ I'll stand!  
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Blessing 

God our shelter in the storm, protect us, 

God our rock, be our strength, 

God our Father nurture us 

God our Mother discipline us, 

God our life-breath inspire us 

God our Beginning and our End, hold us for ever in your love. 

Amen  

(The Word in the World) 

As we close  our worship we recommit ourselves to God and one another in 

the words of the Grace: 

 

 The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

The love of God, 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

Be with us all, evermore.  

Amen. 

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 

time of fellowship via Zoom.  

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in 

similar circumstances to yourself and encourage and help each other as part 

of your ongoing worship and care of one another.  

 


