
  

Sunday 11 July 2021 

 10.30am 

Signpost Makers 
 

Music beforehand : Psalm 23 & Name above all names, Here is 

Love & To be in your presence (Mike Hawkins) 

Welcome and Call to worship 

Loving God 
Open our eyes to the beauty of your holiness; 
Open our ears to the message of your word; 

Open our minds to the challenge of your truth; 
Open our hearts to the power of your love; 
Open our lives to the coming of your Spirit; 

That we may truly worship you, 
Now and forever. 

Amen 
(The Word in the World) 

 

HYMN: All creatures of our God and King 

All creatures of our God and King,  

lift up your voice and with us sing, 

     Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thou burning sun with golden beam,  

Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
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1st Reading: Ephesians 1: 3-14  

Spiritual Blessings 

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with 
Christ.  Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to 
be holy and without fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into 
his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he 
wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.   

3. Thou flowing water, pure and 
clear,  

make music for thy Lord to hear,   
Allleuia,   Alleluia  

Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
 that givest man both warmth and 

light, 
   O praise Him, O praise Him…. 

 

5. And all ye men pf tender heart,  
forgiving others take your part 

   O sing ye, Alleluia. 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 

Praise God and on him cast your 
care, 

   O praise Him, O praise Him… 
 

4. Dear mother earth who day by day,  
unfoldest blessings on our way, 

    O praise him, Alleluia. 
The flowers and fruit that in thee 

grow, 
 Let them his glory also show, 
   O praise Him, O praise Him… 

 

2. Thou rushing wind that art so 
strong, 

 ye clouds that sail in Heaven along, 
    O praise him, Alleluia. 

Thou rising moon in praise rejoice, 
 ye lights of evening find a voice  
   O praise Him, O praise Him… 

 

6. And thou most kind and gentle 
death, 

 waiting to hush our latest breath, 
    O praise him, Alleluia. 

Thou leadest home the child of 
God, 

 and Christ our Lord the way has 
trod,  

   O praise Him, O praise Him… 
 

7. Let all things their Creator bless, 
and worship Him in humbleness, 

 O praise him, Alleluia. 
Praise, praise the Father,  

praise the Son,  
and praise the Spirit, three in one, 

   O praise Him, O praise Him… 
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So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong 
to his dear Son.  He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our 
freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. He has showered his 
kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding. 
 
God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to 
fulfil his own good plan. And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring 
everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and 
on earth.  Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received 
an inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance, and he makes every-
thing work out according to his plan. 
God’s purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in Christ would 
bring praise and glory to God.  And now you Gentiles have also heard the 
truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, 
he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised 
long ago. 

 

Prayer of Adoration  

Mighty God, we adore you. 

We thank you that we can come to you. 

knowing that you care about each and every one of us, 

and all our needs, however big or small. 

 

You created the heavens and the earth. 

You put stars into space and filled the mighty seas. 

With marvellous creatures, 

Your power and your greatness is all around us – 

from mountaintops to the intricacies of a tiny flower. 

 

Thank you that your power is limitless. 
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We are so small in comparison, but you love us all the same. 

You have loved us from the very beginning,  

Indeed, before the beginning, 

We adore you, Creator God. 

Amen. 

(Roots on the Web) 

 

A Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, with sorrow we admit 

Our lives have not been as you would will, 

We confess the sin we know 

And regret the shame we feel. 

 

We confess our unworthy thoughts, 

Centred on self, not others, 

We confess our words which have been barbed 

And wounded others, 

We confess some of our actions have fallen short, 

Kingdom destroying; love denying 

Rather than kingdom builders. 

We pray for forgiveness, and your grace 

To renew us, re-build us in your image. 

Amen. 
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HYMN: Lord reign in me. 

 

Over all the earth you reign on high 
Every mountain stream, every sunset sky 
But my one request, Lord my only aim 
Is that you'd reign in me again 
 
Lord reign in me, reign in your power 
Over all my dreams, in my darkest hour 
You are the Lord of all I am 
So won't you reign in me again 
 
Over every thought, over every word 
May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord 
Cause you mean more to me than any earthly thing 
So won't you reign in me again 

Lord, reign in me, reign in Your power….   (repeat) 

2nd Reading: Mark 6: 14-29 

The Death of John the Baptist 

Herod Antipas, the king, soon heard about Jesus, because everyone was talk-

ing about him. Some were saying, “This must be John the Baptist raised from 

the dead. That is why he can do such miracles.”   

Others said, “He’s the prophet Elijah.” Still others said, “He’s a prophet like 

the other great prophets of the past.” 

When Herod heard about Jesus, he said, “John, the man I beheaded, has 

come back from the dead.” 

 For Herod had sent soldiers to arrest and imprison John as a favour to Hero-

dias. She had been his brother Philip’s wife, but Herod had married her.  

 

John had been telling Herod, “It is against God’s law for you to marry your 

brother’s wife.” So Herodias bore a grudge against John and wanted to kill 
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him. But without Herod’s approval she was powerless, for Herod respected 

John; and knowing that he was a good and holy man, he protected him. Her-

od was greatly disturbed whenever he talked with John, but even so, he liked 

to listen to him. 

Herodias’s chance finally came on Herod’s birthday. He gave a party for his 

high government officials, army officers, and the leading citizens of Gali-

lee.  Then his daughter, also named Herodias, came in and performed a 

dance that greatly pleased Herod and his guests. “Ask me for anything you 

like,” the king said to the girl, “and I will give it to you.” He even vowed, “I 

will give you whatever you ask, up to half my kingdom!” 

She went out and asked her mother, “What should I ask for?” 
Her mother told her, “Ask for the head of John the Baptist!” 

So the girl hurried back to the king and told him,  
“I want the head of John the Baptist, right now, on a tray!” 

 

 Then the king deeply regretted what he had said; but because of the vows he 
had made in front of his guests, he couldn’t refuse her. 27 So he immediately 
sent an executioner to the prison to cut off John’s head and bring it to him. 

The soldier beheaded John in the prison, brought his head on a tray, and 
gave it to the girl, who took it to her mother.  When John’s disciples heard 

what had happened, they came to get his body and buried it in a tomb. 
 

Sermon: See Pastoral letter in CWEO  11 July. 

Prayer of Intercession 

Loving God, we pray for those whose voices are silenced: 

for those silenced for speaking out against corruption… 

and for justice; 

for those silenced for speaking out against greed… 

and for a fairer distribution of wealth; 

for those silenced for speaking out against animal cruelty… 

and for more humane alternatives; 
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for those silenced for speaking out against pollution… 

and for more environmentally friendly solutions; 

for those silenced for telling the truth 

about things that have been covered up. 

Keep them strong when they are threatened, 

and be with them when they face danger and death. 

Give us grace, that we may not be afraid to be truth-tellers, 

but be your voice and your conscience in the world today. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

HYMN: Build your Kingdom 

Come set Your rule and reign, in our hearts again 

Increase in us we pray, unveil why we're made 

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope, like wildfire in our very souls 

Holy Spirit come invade us now. 

We are Your Church, we need Your power, in us. 

We seek Your kingdom first, we hunger and we thirst 

Refuse to waste our lives, for You're our joy and prize 

To see the captive hearts released, the hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 

We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause. 

We are Your church, we pray revive this earth. 

Build Your kingdom here let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand, heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere,  Build Your kingdom here, we pray. 

Unleash Your kingdom's power, reaching the near and far 

No force of hell can stop, your beauty changing hearts 
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You made us for much more than this, awake the kingdom seed in us 

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ. 

We are Your church, we are the hope on earth. 

Build Your kingdom here…..   x2 

Blessing 

Go and be a speaker of truth, 

an empowerer of the voiceless 

and a protector of the vulnerable. 

In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

(Roots on the Web) 

 

As we close  our worship we recommit ourselves to God and one another in 

the words of the Grace: 

 The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, The love of God, 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

Be with us all, evermore.  

Amen. 

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 

time of fellowship via Zoom.  

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in 

similar circumstances to yourself and encourage and help each other as part 

of your ongoing worship and care of one another.  


