
  

 

       THEME:  The pursuit of happiness 

Sunday 1st August 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am) 
 

Welcome and Intro  
 

Are you happy?  No really – are you happy? And don’t just say yes without 
thinking about it, or to avoid a conversation that you don’t want right now. 
Are you happy? And don’t get  all pious and pretentious and pretend that 
happiness isn’t that important. That what really matters as a fervent follower 
of Jesus is a stiff upper lip of duty and devotion in the face of constant        
disappointment.  
‘God wants us to want, and happiness and fulfilment and success and securi-
ty are God given and not to be despised’. So says a former Archbishop of        
Canterbury in his forward to the classic book by Richard Harries  - ‘Prayer and 
the Pursuit of Happiness’. More from those pages later on as we explore this 
topic from an Old and New perspective and consider, ’what’s prayer got to 
do with it?’ 
 

 Call to worship  
   

  We  worship together as we say together: 

      Loving God,  we thank you for your love and care .  

   We are happy to be here in your presence. 

      Happy to sing your praises.  

   Happy to know that you are with us and will never leave us. 
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    Happy to be with you now 
    and know that nothing can ever separate us from your love. 

    Receive our worship and thanksgiving this day 
    Amen. 

 

HYMN - ‘O Happy Day’ 

The greatest day in history 

Death is beaten, You have rescued me 

Sing it out, Jesus is alive 

The empty cross, the empty grave 

Life eternal, You have won the day 

Shout it out, Jesus is alive He's alive 
 

And oh, happy day, happy day 

You washed my sin away 

Oh, happy day, happy day 

 I'll never be the same 

Forever I am changed 

When I stand in that place 

Free at last, meeting face to face 

I am yours, Jesus, You are mine 

Endless joy, perfect peace 

Earthly pain finally will cease 

Celebrate, Jesus is alive –He's alive 

 And oh, happy day, happy day…. 

 And oh, what a glorious day,  

what a glorious way 

That You have saved me 

And oh, what a glorious day what a glorious name,   
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 Opening Prayer  
   -   read the following hymn and the reflection that follows 

1        Happy are they who find the grace, 
  the blessing of God's chosen race, 
  the wisdom coming from above, 
  the faith that sweetly works by love. 

   2  Happy beyond description we, 
  who say ‘the Saviour died for me,’ 
  the gift unspeakable obtain, 
  and heavenly understanding gain. 

   3  Wisdom divine !   Who tells the price 
  of wisdom's costly merchandise ?  
  Wisdom to silver we prefer, 
  and gold is dross compared to her. 

   4  Her hands are filled with length of days, 
  true riches, and immortal praise, 
  riches of Christ, on all bestowed, 
  and honour that descends from God. 

   5  To purest joys she all invites, 
  chaste, holy, spiritual delights ;  
  her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
  and all her flowery paths are peace. 

   6  Happy are they who wisdom gain, 
  thrice happy who that guest retain ;  
  they own, and shall for ever own, 
  wisdom, and Christ, and heaven are one. 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788)             Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 500 . 

 

For Wesley as he writes this hymn about happiness, it’s all about     

finding grace or unconditional love, feeling part of God’s family, and 

having the wisdom to turn that experience of love into action. He goes 

on to speak of wisdom and understanding, as a gift of the Holy Spirit, 

helping us to receive the happiness that comes as we appreciate the 

life, death and risen presence of Jesus; a presence that brings honour 

and leads to pure joy; a way of living that is described in verse 5, as 

being like a peaceful walk surrounded by the scent of flowers.  

But such a life can drift away as in the final verse Wesley speaks of the 
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happiness of those who not only welcome wisdom but retain that guest, and 

so experience the living presence of Christ which is heaven. 

So loving God, guide us by your spirit as we seek your will for us, and discov-

er that which will make us fulfilled and happy. May we know our need of 

you and not be satisfied with that which is ultimately unsatisfying -  instead 

may be discover the happiness that lies in abundant life in life in all its ful-

ness Amen. 

Main Reading  - Matthew 5:1-3, 5-9 

Jesus saw the crowds and went up a hill, where he sat down. 

His disciples gathered around him,  and he began to teach them:   

 

  "Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor 

    the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!  ………. 
 

   "Happy are those who are humble;  

     they will receive what God has promised!   
 

   "Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires;       

     God will satisfy them fully!   
 

   "Happy are those who are merciful to others;  

     God will be merciful to them!   
 

   "Happy are the pure in heart; they will see God! 
 

   "Happy are those who work for peace;  

     God will call them his children!  ……….. 

 

 HYMN—Blessed be your name 
 

Blessed Be Your Name in the land that is plentiful 

Where Your streams of abundance flow 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed Be Your name, when I'm found in the desert place 

Though I walk through the wilderness 
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Blessed Be Your name 

          Every blessing You pour out, I'll turn back to  praise                                                  

          When the darkness closes in, Lord still I will say 

          Blessed be the name of the Lord 

          Blessed be Your name 

          Blessed be the name of the Lord 

          Blessed be Your glorious name 

Blessed be Your name when the sun's shining down on me 

When the world's 'all as it should be' 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering 

Though there's pain in the offering 

Blessed be Your name 

         Every blessing You pour out…. 

You give and take away, you give and take away 

My heart will choose to say , Lord blessed be Your name 

                                 (repeat) 

Blessed be the name of the Lord…. 

TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 1st August in CWEO    

HYMN—’Love Divine 

Love divine, all loves excelling 
Joy of Heaven to Earth come down 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling 
All Thy faithful mercies crown 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art 
Visit us with Thy salvation 
Enter every trembling heart 

Breathe, O breathe, Thy loving spirit 
Into every troubled breast 
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Let us all in Thee inherit 
Let us find the promised rest 
Take away the love of sinning 
Alpha and Omega be 
End of faith as its beginning   
Set our hearts on liberty  

Come almighty to deliver 
Let us all Thy life receive 
Suddenly return and never 
Never more Thy temples leave 
Thee we would be always blessing 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above 
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing 
Glory in Thy perfect love 

Finish then Thy new creation 
Pure and spotless let us be  
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee  
Changed from glory into glory 
Til in Heaven we take our place 
'Til we cast our crowns before Thee 
Lost in wonder, love and praise 

 

Final Prayer.  
 

So many reasons to be happy,  

So many reasons to praise your name.  

10,000 reasons, as the song  will say. 

And so we pause and count our blessings   

and name them one by one 

and as we do so,  we realise 

that though there may be much that causes us to be sad and worried,  

there is at the heart of our life, a faith and hope and  love, 

that brings us a deep peace and inner happiness; 

a happiness that shines through the darkest of days.  
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We are blessed beyond our deserving —help us now to be a blessing to others; 

and as we bring happiness to those in need 

may we be touched by that happiness ourselves 

as we discover your will being done in us, as it is in heaven . Amen. 

 

HYMN  - ‘ Bless the Lord O my soul 
 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I’ll worship Your Holy name 

 

The sun comes up It’s a new day dawning 

It’s time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes 
 

Bless the Lord…. 
 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind  

for all Your goodness I will keep on singing  

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 
 

Bless the Lord… 
 

And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near 

And my time has come still my soul will 

Sing Your praise unending 

ten thousand years and then forevermore 

 

Bless the Lord… 
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Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 

  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   

The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, evermore.  

Amen.   

 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace 

  with his people     

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you   

 And also with you  

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

