
  

 

       THEME:  Be bold, be strong  

Sunday 25th July 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand  and Intro (from 10.15am) 
 

Welcome—with thanks to Revd Sonia Hicks—President of the Methodist 

Conference 2021/2022 for her recent ’Think piece’ in The Connexion 

 
  

Call to worship  
   
  We  worship together as we say together: 

     Loving God,  you invite us to put our trust in you 
     Not only in what we say but in what we do. 

 

    Help us to choose you now 
    as the source of our wisdom and strength.  

    Help us to be bold without being foolhardy . 
 
    Help us to take a step of faith today, 
    that will lead us and others closer to you; 
 
    and help  us to build your kingdom,  
     on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 
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HYMN - ‘Come now is the time to worship’ 

Come, now is the time to worship. 
Come, now is the time to give your heart. 
Come, just as you are to worship. 
Come, just as you are before your God, come. 

One day every tongue 
will confess you are God, 
one day every knee will bow. 
Still, the greatest treasure remains 
for those who gladly choose you now. 

Come, now is the time to worship … 

  

  Opening Prayer—based on Psalms 73 

  
God is indeed good …. but I had nearly lost confidence;…when I saw 
that things go well for the wicked. … 
 
They do not suffer as other people do;  
They do not have the troubles that others have. . 
they speak evil of God and are arrogant …   
so that even God's people... eagerly believe whatever they say.. 
 
They say, "God will not know; the Most High will not find out."    
That is what the wicked are like. 
They have plenty and are always getting more.   
 
Is it for nothing, then, that I believe… 
 
I tried to think this problem through, 
but it was too difficult for me, 
until I went into your Temple. 
Then I understood … 
 
When my thoughts were bitter and my feelings were hurt,  
I was as stupid as an animal;  
I did not understand you.  
Yet I am always close to you, and you hold me by the hand.   
You guide me with your instruction 
and at the end you will receive me with honour.  
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What else have I but you?  
Since I have you, what else could I want ... 

My mind and my body may grow weak,  
but God is my strength; 
He is all I ever need. .. 
 
How wonderful to be near God,  
to find protection with the Sovereign LORD 
and to proclaim all that he has done!  
 
Amen.. 

 

HYMN—’Great big God’ 

 Our God is a great big God 
 Our God is a great big God 
 Our God is a great big God 
  And he holds us in his hands   

                (repeated) 
 
He's higher than a skyscraper 
He's deeper than a submarine 
He's wider than the universe 
And beyond my wildest dreams 
He's known me and he's loved me 
Since before the world began 
How wonderful  
to be a part  
of God's amazing plan 
 

       (repeat all above) 
 
 

Main Reading  - Exodus 1 & 2 selected verses 

A new king, who knew nothing about Joseph, came to power in Egypt. 

He said to his people, "These Israelites are so numerous and strong 

that they are a threat to us.  ...We must find some way to keep them 

from becoming even more numerous."  So the Egyptians put slave 

drivers over them to crush their spirits with hard labour. ... But the 
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more the Egyptians oppressed the Israelites, the more  they increased in 

number... 

 

Then the king of Egypt spoke to Shiphrah and Puah, the two midwives who 

helped the Hebrew women.  "When you help the Hebrew women give 

birth," he said to them, "kill the baby if it is a boy; but if it is a girl, let it 

live."   

 

But the midwives were God-fearing and so did not obey the king; instead, 

they let the boys live...  Finally the king issued a command to all his people: 

"Take every newborn Hebrew boy and throw him into the Nile, but let all the 

girls live." 

 

During this time a man from the tribe of Levi married a woman of his own 

tribe, and she bore him a son. When she saw what a fine baby he was, she 

hid him for three months.  But when she could not hide him any longer, she 

took a basket made of reeds and covered it with tar to make it watertight. 

She put the baby in it and then placed it in the tall grass at the edge of the 

river.   

 

The baby's sister stood some distance away to see what would happen to 

him. The king's daughter came down to the river to bathe, while her        

servants walked along the bank.  

 

Suddenly she noticed the basket in the tall grass and sent a slave woman to 

get it.  The princess opened it and saw a baby boy. He was crying, and she 

felt sorry for him 

 

"This is one of the Hebrew babies," she said.  Then his sister asked her, 

"Shall I go and call a Hebrew woman to nurse the baby for you?"  "Please 

do," she answered. So the girl went and brought the baby's own mother. 

 

The princess told the woman, "Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I 
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will pay you." 

 

So she took the baby and nursed him. 

Later, when the child was old enough, she took him to the king's       

daughter, who adopted him as her own son.  

She said to herself, "I pulled him out of the water 

and so I name him Moses." 

 

TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 25th July in CWEO    

 

HYMN—’Be Bold, be strong’  

Be bold, be strong 
For the Lord your God is with you 
Be bold, be strong.  
For the Lord your God is with you.  
I am not afraid.  (No no no) 
I am not dismayed.  (Not me) 
Come on and walk in faith and victory.  
Come on and walk in faith and victory.  
For the Lord... your God ...is with you.  

 

                    (repeated) 
 

Final Prayer— based on the hymn ‘Be Bold, be strong’ 

 

Paul writes in Ephesians 6:19—pray for me, that I will know what to

say and have the courage to say it at the right time, telling the good

news  of Jesus to all without exception .

Loving God, like Paul we pray that when there is a God given

opportunity to speak of Jesus, we will know what to say and have
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the courage  to say it…..

and when the time is not right we will have the wisdom to keep silence,

But we also pray for the boldness to always act

when there is a God given opportunity to love and care for others

and to then speak of Jesus in ways that will always bear good fruit

and lead to other opportunities to put our faith into word and action.

 

So may our words and actions be as one,

and together boldly proclaim

your goodness and love for all.

In the name of Jesus we pray

who taught us when we pray to say:

 

Lords Prayer—a modern version 

 

 Our Father, who is in heaven,

holy is your name.

Help us do your will here on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us what we need each day

 and let us be grateful.

Forgive our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

And guide us away from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom,

 the power, and the glory forever.

 

Amen.
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HYMN  - ‘ Guide me O thou great Jehovah’ 
 

Guide me, O Thou great *Jehovah, [*Redeemer] 

Pilgrim through this barren land; 

I am weak, but Thou art mighty, 

Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 

Feed me now and ever more; 

Feed me now and ever more. 

 

Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer, 

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield; 

Be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 

 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell’s Destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to Thee; 

I will ever give to Thee. 
 

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 

  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   

The Love of God, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, evermore. Amen.   
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 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace 

  with his people     

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you   

 And also with you  

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
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