
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 1st August 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

 Dear Friends, 

 

Our reading today is the start of the Sermon on the Mount, called The Beatitudes. 

Some translations say, ‘Blessed are…’ but I prefer the more colloquial, Happy are..’, 

because that’s what most people are  searching for, and here we have one or two 

practical pointers to help them. The more eagle-eyed will have noted that I’ve left 

out some of the more difficult sayings, which we will return to in the final part of 

what will be a series of three. Next time we add an Old Testament dimension to all 

of this as we consider the happiness, that sometimes drifted into hedonism, in the 

court of King David. 

But for the moment consider this  - God wants us to be happy, he made us to be 

happy, not sad or miserable, but happy. He has created in us a longing for 

happiness, which is far more than just having fun, as words like joy and fulfilment 

remind us, but a smile and a laugh are no bad thing, when not at the expense of 

others happiness.   

Jesus says in Matthew 5, that to be happy is to know that we belong to the kingdom 

of heaven, to be receiving what God has promised and to be satisfied with that. To 

know Gods’ mercy and forgiveness, to see God at work around us and within us, and 

to have a sense that we are a beloved child. So, with that definition, ‘Are you 

happy’? If not check out the other half of each phrase as to how you might regain 

what you have lost, and pray that the wisdom of the Spirit will guide you as you 

pursue the happiness of God, to receive the peace which the world cannot give. 

(John 14:27). 

And the wisdom of the Spirit is vital if we are to make good choices and prioritise 

that which is essential for the happiness of others as well as ourselves. Only in this 

way can we adopt a Christian approach to happiness, and avoid the self indulgent 

pleasure seeking that the world pursues to the bitter end. More about that next 

time, but for the moment why not give the gift of happiness to someone else, and in 

the process find the happiness that comes ‘in the giving’.   

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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God, whose grace is for all, 

Let the love that is in your nature be in our words and deeds, 

For yours is the love that enfolds us.   Amen. 

 

       (Peter Hancock,     Methodist prayer handbook 2012-2013). 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain requests 

that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

Early Retirement 

As some of you know, Ann and I were due to retire in 2023, but last week ahead 

of that we had our interview with the Methodist Ministers Housing Society (MMHS) 

who provide rented accommodation for those who do not have their own property 

at retirement. There are a very limited number of properties available in the south, 

but we were delighted to be told of a house that was available in our preferred 

area for next Summer. There is however no guarantee that it will still be available 

the year after.  

We have therefore decided to retire a year early in order to secure accommoda-

tion that in terms of its location will allow us to have regular contact with our fami-

ly and them with us. To do this within standing orders involves the circuit invitation 

committee considering this request and then a joint letter being sent to the Dis-

trict Chair and to the Secretary of Conference. There would then be further work 

done to prepare for the autumn stationing of a new minister who would start in 

September 2022.  I was already due to take my final sabbatical in May 2022, so if 

everything goes through I would hope to finish at the end of next April. Having 

shared this with my colleagues, the leadership team and one or two others al-

ready, Ann and I have been heartened by your support and understanding and  we 

ask for your prayers as we now focus on something that until now was still some 

way off, but is now so much closer.  -  David and Ann B . 
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Notices 

Encouragement 

Helen H. has planted a Hebe in the front bed at QP in memory of 

Martin Hart. It is just behind the pale pink rose. It will have pretty 

purple flowers eventually. Many of you will remember Martin laying 

on the floor clearing this flower bed of weeds.   

 

Green Things.  

When it comes to climate crisis, scientists have calculated that food waste could be 

near the top of the agenda. Check out companies such as Oddbox (who supply 

weekly or fortnightly fruit and/or veg that would otherwise head to waste. The com-

pany tries to be as eco friendly as possible with transport and packaging too. 
 

Kenya Partnership. Student Sponsorship. 

Whilst life in the UK slowly returns to some sort of normality, the 

same cannot be said for parts of Southern Africa. Our students in 

Mombasa have had an extremely disruptive year, but we can be 

proud of all their hard work & achievements. The Kenya Government has intro-

duced an "extra" term into the curriculum, then will start the new academic year in 

September (instead of the usual January). This puts great pressure on us financially, 

so we're asking if you can consider supporting either a current student or Salim- a 

new request- who comes from a desperately poor family & has already missed 3 

years of secondary schooling. A one-off donation or regular contribution (any 

amount) would be very gratefully received. We're happy to give you further  infor-

mation.  

Thank you in anticipation. Pam C., Geraldine, Maggie & Heather 

“Beatitudes” Matthew 5: 1-16  

We bless you, who have spelt your blessings out, And set this lovely lantern on a hill,  

Lightening darkness and dispelling doubt, By lifting for a little while the veil. 

For longing is the veil of satisfaction, And grief the veil of future happiness 

We glimpse beneath the veil of persecution, The coming kingdom’s overflowing bliss , 

Oh make us pure of heart and help us see, Amongst the shadows and amidst the mourn-

ing, 

The promised Comforter, alive and free, The kingdom coming and the Son returning, 

That even in this pre-dawn dark we might, At once reveal and revel in your light. 

 

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2015/06/10/the-beatitudes-a-little-lifting-of-the-veil/ 

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2015/06/10/the-beatitudes-a-little-lifting-of-the-veil/


                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
                                                          

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but please 

aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, and be 

aware of current Church COVID regulations on mask wearing,  etc. 

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

8th Aug Rev G Goodall   

15 Aug I Brown***  Rev D Bagwell S 

22 Aug R Gallehawk***   

29 Aug Rev D Bagwell***  G Hanton 

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Gathered Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 6th August 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

—  online service prepared by Rev D Bagwell 8th August 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

