
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 11th July 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  
St Andrews Church, Herongate sits at the junction of a busy road, which winds its 

way through South Essex’s bustling towns, villages, farmland, and industrial areas. If 
you happen to be in the community garden, you cannot fail to notice the incessant 
hum of cars, thundering container lorries and the roar of motorbikes which seems to 
constantly batter against the beauty and serenity of this road-locked church-garden.  I 
always think here is a place where two kingdoms meet; a place where we can be in the 
world but not of it but also where we can deny the noisy world, or sadly be 
overwhelmed by it. 

At this busy church intersection, we have a choice; turn left, or right? 
As Christians we have inherited the responsibility of being signpost makers. We 

like many before us, John the Baptist included, point joyfully away from ourselves to 
someone far greater - Jesus Christ.  

John the Baptist’s death makes for grim reading. He is brutally executed in Herod’s 
prison during Herod’s birthday feast where desires run rampant. Herod, a man 
enslaved by his own pride and skilfully manipulated by his wife Herodias (and 
daughter) had been intrigued by John but not enough to let him live.  

There are many we read about today who are overwhelmed by their desires. Not 
all desires are bad but some have a heavy price to pay – such as a loss of a high 
government position, status, power, and respect. We as signpost makers need to be 
especially careful who we listen to, who influences us, and who or what governs our 
actions. 

N.T Wright (aka Tom Wright) recently talked online about his book “Broken 
Signposts”.  We as signpost makers are restorers of truth, justice, love, relationships, 
beauty, freedom, spiritualty, and power. He said, “the thing about living between the 
resurrection of Jesus and the final day is that we are supposed to be signpost makers 
for the Kingdom in the present so that we are to be restorers of the broken signposts 
and by working for justice in the present we send a signal to the wider community that 
we are believers in the God who has put the world right in Jesus and will finally put it 
right and that is an enormously powerful part of the witness to the gospel.”     Rachel 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Loving God,  You sent your messenger to Mary with news that was per-

plexing yet full of promise. Help me to be open to your message of grace 

and promise today. Help me to be a messenger of your love to others, 

and to be a compassionate agent of change in your  world..    Amen 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and finishing 

in time for online worship. Please come and join us at any point during 

that time, as we pray together as God’s Church. The zoom prayer link 

will be in your Friday email each week.          Pam C and Elizabeth H 

Grace Centre & bio-Intensive farm project. We have received a 

detailed report from Rev. Sammy. Here is a précis of what has 

been achieved recently. 

46 young people are being trained in computer skills, dressmaking and hairdress-

ing. 21 have already graduated. On the farm, harvesting of maize corn, kale, toma-

toes and eggs this season has already generated an income of £500. Future plans  

- when funds allow- include increasing the acreage and the purchases of a bio-

digester and a water borehole (purchasing pipe-water is very expensive).  

Let us know if you'd like the full report emailed to you. A reminder that, apart from 

income generated, all the project funds come from our church family. Regular and 

occasional donations are gratefully received.     The Kenya team 

Rev Sammy wrote on Sunday 4 July: 

“There is a dark cloud hanging as far the 2nd vaccines is concerned and some  

hospitals are reportedly charging for the vaccine following shortage of the same. 

Vast majority are yet to get the first round of vaccine. We pray for the situation to 

improve.”    Please pray that poorer countries will receive vaccines as promised.  

Green Things. This week Turkey refused to take any more UK plastic waste – 30 

shipping containers full of it is sent daily.  Perhaps we can try to cut down items we 

buy in plastic, eg solid soap sold in cardboard packing, loose fresh veg etc.   

Challenge: to change at least one item we usually buy each week which is either 

plastic or sold in plastic packaging. 
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Notices 

Encouragement 

Attending services: Under current COVID rules we are using a reservation system for 

track and trace. For the services on 18th July please call the listed numbers  

between 9.00am Monday 12th July - 6.00pm Friday 16th July to give your details 

and reserve your seat(s). 

     Western Road   —  please contact Mark  S 

     St Andrews Herongate  —  please contact Julie C 

NOTES:  After leaving your details if you do not hear back then your reservation is 

confirmed. You will only be called back if there is not enough space and we are 

unable to accommodate you.  

Following the votes last week on Marriage and Relationships at the Methodist  

Conference here is a link to an official  ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ page.  

Please note items 6 and 8.  Our Church Council will consider the issue later this year. 

Flowers, wild and cultivated, at Hylands Park this week. 

Martin Hart's Thanksgiving Service will be held on Thursday 15th July at 2:30pm.  

Please remember Maggie K and Martin's cousins and his many friends in your  

prayers. Attendance at the service is by invitation only. 

 

Maggie has also set up a page on the muchloved.com website where if you wish 

you can leave a tribute and/or donate to the British Heart Foundation in memory of 

Martin.     

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/marriage-and-relationships/frequently-asked-questions-following-the-2021-conference-votes-on-marriage-and-relationships/


                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
                                                          

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but please 

aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, and be 

aware of current Covid regulations on mask wearing, singing etc.  

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

18th July Rev D Bagwell ***   Rev M Cole S 

25th July Rev D Bagwell *** Bapt   

1st Aug Rev D Bagwell ***  I Brown 

8th Aug Rev G Goodall   

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Gathered Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 16th July 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

