
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 18th July 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  

 

Today I focus on the key role that the heart plays in our worship. And by that I mean 

not the vital organ that keeps the blood flowing round our body but the word that we 

often use to describe our feelings and emotions; as in our heartfelt sorrow in 2 

Chronicles 6:29, or the command in Luke 10:27 to love the Lord our God with all our 

heart, as well as our soul and strength and mind.  

 

And I link those two bible readings with a very Methodist Hymn with both words and 

music written by a Methodist Minister on a train journey from London to 

Chesterfield.  The tune, with its octave leaps is based on the soaring fountains of the 

nearby Chatsworth House, and the hymn itself is based on the preface to the 

Methodist Hymn Book of 1933 that says that Methodism was ‘born in song’. This 

dependence in our DNA on singing may explain why we have found it more difficult, 

than some other denominations, during this pandemic with the ban on singing in 

confined spaces being so keenly felt. But the good news as in verse 1 of the hymn is 

that hearts can still be raised even if voices cannot. Indeed it is our heartfelt praise 

and thanksgiving that is ‘heard’  most clearly by God rather than any words that we 

say or sing, with or without real sincerity or understanding, and in or out of tune 

depending on our musical ability. 

 

And as 2 Chronicles 6 makes clear in terms of our prayers too, it is our heartfelt 

sorrow that cries out to God most powerfully; clearly expressing our love, and care in 

ways that mere words cannot. 

 

So when we are able again, to raise our voices, and shout to the Lord, with no 

danger of airborne infection to those around us, I hope that we will not forget the 

worship and prayers of the heart. Till that moment comes, may we continue to raise 

our hearts as we worship together, for God alone is indeed worthy to be praised, and 

remember that a heartfelt expression of silent thanksgiving is worth more than a 

perfect rendition in four part harmony of any hymn or worship song. 

David  

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Loving Lord, we who are born in song, whose hearts beat in time with 

your rhythm may we  proclaim your love through our voices, our hearts 

and our bodies, dancing forever in the flow of your divine creation.  

Amen.       Rachel G. 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and finishing 

in time for online worship. Please come and join us at any point during 

that time, as we pray together as God’s Church. The zoom prayer link 

will be in your Friday email each week.          Pam C and Elizabeth H 

 

 

If not now, then when.... and how? 

With the end of the legal rules on social distancing, mask wearing etc. from the 

19th July and us now being 'responsible for our own approach' as individuals and 

as a church, we need to meet to discuss the various options and to respond to any 

further guidance that the  connexion may issue. How do we best 'worship with 

Covid still with us' in the coming months? I would welcome your input either at: 

1..an onsite meeting at WR on Tuesday 20th July at 8pm - just turn up 

2. an online zoom meeting on the same day at 4pm - details to be in the 'Friday 

email' on the 16th July 

3. In a written response sent to me in the next few days - either post or email. 

Revd D Bagwell. 

A prayer for those who move slowly these days! 

Bring your soothing touch, To the aching joints 

And muscles that once, Could run for you 

But move more slowly now, And in our walking 

If we should rest awhile, Reveal to us anew 

The beauty in this world, that rushing, we once missed. 

John Birch, faithandworship.com 
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Notices 

Encouragement 

Attending services: Under current COVID rules we are using a reservation system for 

track and trace. For the services on 25th July please call the listed numbers  

between 9.00am Monday 19th July - 6.00pm Friday 23 July to give your details and 

reserve your seat(s). 

     Western Road   —   please contact Mark  S 

      

NOTES:  After leaving your details if you do not hear back then your reservation is 

confirmed. You will only be called back if there is not enough space and we are 

unable to accommodate you.  

GIFT AID – We have received £5833.75 from HMRC this week which covers April 

2020 to March 2021 for Herongate, plus January to March 2021 for Western Road 

and Queens Park.  Thank you HMRC but more importantly to all of you for your  

donations to our churches.  I would also like to thank David W for his work on this 

most important part of our finances.  Lorraine  

Green Things.  

Kingdom Coffee & Traidcraft   As we are thinking about ways to live in a more  

planet friendly way over the next few months, I thought it might be worth  

mentioning the companies we use to keep our coffee and tea cupboard stocked at 

Western Road. Both Kingdom Coffee and Traidcraft deliver products that are not 

only ethically sourced Fairtrade goods but also have an eco-friendly ethos. They are 

actively striving to become greener, using energy saving machinery and sustainably 

sourced packaging. You can order online from both of these companies but there 

might be a minimum spend if you want free delivery. Every little helps!  

If you would like to read more, here are the links to Kingdom Coffee and Traidcraft: 

https://kingdomcoffee.co.uk/our-story 

https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/about-us              Sue H 

Left—Beautiful circular walk around Stock. Taken by Pam C.  

Right—one of Rachel G’s many mugs. 

https://kingdomcoffee.co.uk/our-story
https://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/about-us


                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
                                                          

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but please 

aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, and be 

aware of current Covid regulations on mask wearing, singing etc.  

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

25th July Rev D Bagwell *** Bapt   

1st Aug Rev D Bagwell ***  I Brown 

8th Aug Rev G Goodall   

15 Aug I Brown***  Rev D Bagwell S 

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Gathered Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 23rd July 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

