
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 25th July 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  
A few weeks ago we looked at the example of Joanna and others who ‘risked all to 
serve God’. Today we look at four other women who were bold and fearless enough to 
stand up for what they believed in. Revd Sonia Hicks, the current president of the 
Methodist Conference writes that one of the first things that the risen Jesus said to the 
disciples, was, ‘Do not be afraid’, for the disciples were ‘paralysed by fear ‘(John 
20:19). She goes on to say that, ‘fear robs us of our God-given boldness’ and, ‘distorts 
our vision so that we see danger and failure on every side’  As we consider how best to 
move forward in this latest section of the Corona Virus road map, how can we be bold 
without being foolhardy, and strong whilst still protecting the weak? 
 
So consider the example of four women who played a key role in the early life of 
Moses, preparing the way for all that God would do through Moses later on. In the 
opening chapters of Exodus we read about Shiphrah and Puah, Hebrew midwives, who 
were prepared to disobey the instructions of the Pharoah, because they gave higher 
importance to the values of God than to any unjust law; then there is Miriam the older 
sister of Moses who keeps careful watch over the baby Moses hidden in the bulrushes, 
bravely waiting and watching patiently until the right moment comes; and finally 
there is the unnamed daughter of Pharoah, who with the help of Miriam, boldly acts 
with real compassion for all, and enables the young Moses to survive and become the 
person that God needs to ‘set his people free’. 
 
The President’s article concludes by saying, ‘After the death of George Floyd there 
were Black Lives Matter protests all over the world… protests are good but the 
dismantling of racism requires reach one of us to play our part daily.’ Since then there 
have been many more examples of inherent racism and discrimination in many 
aspects of our society, including the church, and many other protest movements; but 
so far little action or change. How bold are we willing to be, when considering not just 
our own needs but the needs of others? 
 David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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 In all I do this day, walk beside me.  

 In all I say this day, be my voice. 

 In all I am this day, be my soul,  

 and when this day is over, 

 be my comforter. Amen.      

                  June Husband ( Methodist publishing ‘Crossing the chasm’)  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

Important changes for worship arrangements 
At two meetings this week it was agreed to gradually relax the rules for Sunday  

worship at WR and Herongate.  From now until the end of August, we will have  

seating options that allow you to choose either seats distanced from others or  

closer to others and similar to pre-COVID. 

 

We ask you to continue to wear a mask throughout, as part of your care of one  

another, though you are now allowed to sing ‘as loud as you like’. You will not need 

to register for services, but will still be asked to give your contact details on arrival 

for ‘Track and Trace’ purposes. 

 

In the future we hope to further relax these rules, but hope that this step by step 

approach will help you, as you consider when best to return and share in onsite  

worship at either WR or Herongate.  

 

A decision about the resumption of worship at QP will be made in September and 

the weekly online services and hardcopy will continue to be provided for those who 

need this resource. 

 

Those attending WR at 10.30am this Sunday (25th July ) should note that with a 

very large baptismal party, the church will be ‘filled to capacity’, though there will 

be some socially distanced seating available at the back and in the balcony for  

early arrivals.    David B 



3 

Notices 

 

Dear all - we will consider our local response to the Methodist Conference votes on 

marriage and relationships at our Church Council in October - now re-arranged for 

Thursday 14th October at 7.30pm, but in the meantime please read the following 

plea for us to remain in communion with those who may read the same scriptures 

as us but come to very different conclusions.  David B 

 

 

A pastoral letter from the President and Vice-President   

We wished to take this opportunity to write to you after the Conference voted on the 

resolutions contained in the marriage and relationships report. 

 

We very much appreciate that these decisions will stir up many different emotions 

for our siblings across the Connexion. There will be some who will be deeply hurt 

and others who will rejoice by what has been decided. 

 

Our Presidential theme this year is God’s Table: An Invitation for All, and God’s  

invitation is for every single one of us. The Methodist Church has held tension for 

many years and as a Church and a family, we must do all we can to live with  

contradictory convictions. 

 

This work was first reflected on back in 1992 and we have been on this journey  

together since that point. During the past years we have continued to listen to and 

to pray for each other and remaining true to what God is saying to us. We must  

remember in all this, to continue to hold each other in prayer, and to support each 

other as we find a way forward, respecting our differences. 

 

It is perhaps helpful to remember that there are other issues, some of them  

discussed at the Conference, on which we hold differing and sometimes strong 

opinions. We live with them and we do not allow them to impair our communion 

with each other. We respect each other’s consciences, we exercise judgment in 

when to speak and when to be silent, and we hold one another in prayer. We do all 

this not for our own sake but for the sake of Christ and the sake of the world which 

urgently needs to know the power of Christ’s reconciling love. 

 

Our prayer for you, beloved siblings, is that in joy or sorrow, in pain or excitement, 

we might continue to live within that reconciling love. 

 

 

 The Revd Sonia Hicks     (President of the Conference)    

                                  

 Mrs Barbara Easton  ( Vice-President of the Conference) 



Green Things: Have you ever wanted to recycle more than the kerbside collection, 

and Barleylands extensive recycling point?  There is now a Billericay Terracycle UK. 

Look it up on Google or find on Facebook to see what can be taken and the address.  

Prayer Zoom  With the steady return of people to regular on-site  

worship on Sunday mornings the final Zoom Prayer Meeting will be held 

this Sunday, 25th July.  Thank you to all who have taken part over many 

months and to those who have so regularly hosted the meeting. It has 

been a time of real blessing.  We encourage everyone to continue to 

pray from 10am each Sunday  -  so that whether we take part in worship on-site, 

online, or via printed copies we can join together to bring before God the concerns 

on our hearts and our ongoing work and witness as one church fellowship.   

Memorial to Martin:  On Saturday 24th July at 10.30am we will be unveiling a  

simple memorial to Martin Hart consisting of his fork marked with an M and a  

ceramic robin perched on the handle. Pop into the Herongate Community Garden 

then or anytime after and find it near the pond in the wildlife area. David B 
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Notices 

Encouragement 

 

Another chance to enjoy these photos submitted last year by Martin Hart, taken in 

his garden. 



                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
                                                          

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but please 

aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, and be 

aware of current Covid regulations on mask wearing, singing etc.  

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

1st Aug Rev D Bagwell ***  I Brown 

8th Aug Rev G Goodall   

15th Aug I Brown ***  Rev D Bagwell S 

22nd Aug R Gallehawk ***   

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Gathered Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 30th July 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

—  online service prepared by Rev D Bagwell 8th August 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

