
  

 

       THEME:  Words of Eternal Life  

Sunday 22nd August 2021   

 10.30am 

Music beforehand : Great Big God/Hosanna/Your name is holy/  

Everlasting God 
  

Welcome and Call to worship 
 

Welcome to you: 

Those who come filled with joy and thankful hearts, 

Those who come filled with doubt and sorrow, 

Those who hunger for more than food: 

You are welcome in this place. 

A welcome to one and all: 

Hose without and those within, 

Those who conform and those who confront, 

Those whose difference enriches our lives, 

Those who guide us into the very presence of God: 

You are all welcome in this place. 

 

(Roots: Prayer and Prayer activities, Canterbury Press, 2013).  
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Hymn: STF 628: Faithful One 

Faithful one, so unchanging 
Ageless one, you’re my rock of peace 
Lord of all I depend on you 
I call out to you, again and again 
I call out to you, again and again 

You are my rock in times of trouble 
You lift me up when I fall down 
All through the storm 
Your love is, the anchor 
My hope is in You alone 

1st Reading: Joshua 24:1-18 The Covenant Renewed at Shechem 

Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the el-
ders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before 
God. 

Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long 
ago your ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived be-
yond the Euphrates River and worshipped other gods.  

“Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your 
ancestors worshipped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt and serve the Lord. 
But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Eu-
phrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me 
and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other 
gods!  It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of 
Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. 
He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we 
travelled. And the Lord drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, 

who lived in the land. We too will serve the Lord because he is our God.” 
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Prayer of  Thanksgiving 

Thank you, Lord, for your unfailing love. 
Thank you that even with all our doubts and fears 
and worries about the journey ahead,  
you are there by our side. 
Where else can we turn? To whom shall we go? 
Thank you that you are our rock and our salvation, 
our strength and our high tower. 
Thank you that as we choose to go on this journey with you, 
as we make decisions and plans, 
you are there, gently leading and guiding, 
always present. 
Praise you, Lord, for your constant love and faithfulness. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Confession.                    

Forgive us gentle God, 

For we like to be in control of our lives, 

To make our decisions, based on what we know. 

Burdening ourselves with luggage for every eventuality. 

We want to be one of the crowd, 

Not out of step with others. 

But sometimes that is what you ask of us –  

To tread a different route, to test uncharted ways, 

To make new discoveries of when and where you are to be found. 

God of traveling mercies 

Give us the courage to walk in faith, 

Strength to negotiate the rough places 

Energy for the mountain peaks, 

Comfort for the lonely places, 

And yourself as bread for the journey.  

Amen.                (Roots: Prayer and Prayer Activities, Canterbury Press, 2013). 
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Hymn: Jesus draw me ever nearer (Christ Church, Clifton) 
 

Jesus draw me ever nearer 

As I labour through the storm. 

You have called me to this crossing, 

And I'll follow, though I'm worn. 
 

May this journey bring a blessing, 

May I rise on wings of faith; 

And at the end of my heart's testing, 

With Your likeness let me wake. 
 

Jesus guide me through the tempest; 

Keep my spirit staid and sure. 

When the midnight meets the morning, 

Let me love You even more. 

May this journey….. 

Let the treasures of the trial 

Form within me as I go - 

And at the end of this great journey, 

Let me leave them at Your throne. 
 

May this journey…..   X2 

2nd Reading: John 6:56-69 

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in 
them. Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so 
the one who feeds on me will live because of me.  This is the bread that came 
down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds 
on this bread will live forever.” He said this while teaching in the synagogue 
in Capernaum. 
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Many Disciples Desert Jesus 

On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can 
accept it?” 

Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, 
“Does this offend you? Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to 
where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. 
The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life.  Yet 
there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the 
beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. He 
went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless 
the Father has enabled them.” 

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed 
him. 

 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life.  We have come to believe and to know that you are 
the Holy One of God.” 

Sermon:   See pastoral letter for 22nd August in CWEO    

 Intercessionary Prayer 

Loving God, you are the living bread that recreates and sustains us,  

the bread that brings life to the world,  

the crucified and living Christ whose Spirit teaches us to dance to the 
rhythm of your heartbeat. 
 

As you have called us to be wise, we pray for those 

Who seem to rely on their own strength and wisdom, 

Those who turn away from faith, 

Those who believe they are never wrong… 

Living bread: bring life to your world 
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As you have filled us with your spirit, we pray for a  

World so often filled with its own importance, 

Those who will not look for the kingdom of God.. 

Living bread: bring life to your world 
 

As you teach us to sing, we pray for a world crying in pain, 

Victims of injustice, those on the margins.. 

Living bread: bring life to your world 
 

As you ask us to give thanks, 

We pray for those whose pain is too much, 

The friend and stranger asking to be healed.. 

Living bread: bring life to your world 
 

We pray for those who feel they have nothing to offer, 

The bullied, the different, the poor… 

Living bread: bring life to your world 
 

You Lord are the living bread. 

You call us to feed your world. 

Bless us, challenge us, feed us and nurture us, 

As you hear our prayers. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (contemporary version)     

 

We say together:   

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

 

Hymn: Build your kingdom  

Come set Your rule and reign, in our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray, unveil why we're made 
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope, like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now. 
We are Your Church, we need Your power, in us. 

We seek Your kingdom first, we hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives, for You're our joy and prize 
To see the captive hearts released, the hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause. 
We are Your church, we pray revive this earth. 

    Build Your kingdom here let the darkness fear 
    Show Your mighty hand, heal our streets and  
      land 
    Set Your church on fire win this nation back 
    Change the atmosphere 
    Build Your kingdom here, we pray. 
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Unleash Your kingdom's power, reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop, your beauty changing hearts 
You made us for much more than this, awake the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ. 
We are Your church, we are the hope on earth. 

Build Your kingdom here…..   x2 
 

Blessing  

Lord Jesus Christ, 

to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life, 

and we have come to believe and know 

that you are the Holy One of God. 

Go with us into your world. 

Amen. 

The Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, evermore. Amen.   

 

     Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in 

a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in 

similar circumstances to yourself and encourage and help each other as part 

of your ongoing worship and care of one another.  


