
  

 

       THEME:  The purpose of happiness 

Sunday 29th August 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am) 
 

Welcome and Intro  
 
 

To recap on a series of three services on Happiness 
 -  firstly, prayer and the pursuit of  happiness 
 - secondly, the perils of too much happiness,  
    and finally today, the purpose of happiness received in the midst of  
    despair, a light shining most clearly in the darkness. 

 

Matthew 5:4,10-12 ( the missing verses from week 1) 
 
  "Happy are those who mourn; God will comfort them!  
 
    Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God requires;       
    the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them! 
 
  "Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds    
    of evil lies against you because you are my followers.   
 
    Be happy and glad, for a great reward is kept for you in heaven.  
    This is how the prophets who lived before you were persecuted. 

 



2 

 

 Call to worship  
 
   

  We  worship together as we say together:  
    in the midst of our sadness you bring joy 

    When we are down you lift us up 

    Help us to be a source of joy to others 

    Help us to lift each other up 

    So may we bring joy and happiness to those in need 

    And offer your love and care when most needed. Amen.  

 

HYMN - ‘I danced in the morning’  (Lord of the dance) 

 
I danced in the morning 
When the world was young, 
And I danced in the moon 
And the stars and the sun, 
I came down from heaven 
And I danced on the earth, 
At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

Dance, dance, wherever you may be, 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he 

I danced for the scribes and the pharisees, 
They wouldn’t dance, they wouldn't follow me. 
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John 
They came with me so the Dance went on. 

Dance, dance, wherever you may be… 
  
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
The holy people said it was a shame. 
They whipped,  they stripped, they hung me high, 
Left me there on a Cross to die. 
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Dance, dance, wherever you may be…  

I danced on a Friday when the world turned black 
It's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 
They buried my body, they thought I was gone, 
But I am the Dance, and I still go on. 

Dance, dance  wherever you may be…  

They cut me down and I leapt up high; 
I am the life that'll never, never die; 
I'll live in you if you'll live in me - 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
 
Dance, dance, wherever you may be…  

 

Opening Prayer  - based on the above 

 
Loving God some days we feel like dancing, and shouting for joy  

- on other days its hard work to be thankful 

The hymn we‘ve just sung describes Jesus dancing come what may, 

expressing his love for you and others despite his circumstances 

You danced for the scribes and pharisees,  

who abused you and misused you, who told lies about you  

and insulted you, but your love and concern for them did not waver 

The holy people refused to dance with you, they whipped and they 

stripped and they hung you high ,leaving you on a cross to die . 

And yet from that cross you prayed, “Father forgive them for they 

know nor what they do.” 

Such love, such peace in the midst of your pain and dying. 

And when the world turned black and you found it hard to dance with 

the devil on your back, your love continued to grow, and as they cut 

you down you leapt up high as the life that will never, never die. 
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Help us O Lord when the world turns black 

to turn again to you and to find you dancing with us, 

with fresh energy and hope,  

revealing the joy and delight in being with God,  

the one who lives in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  

 

HYMN—’The Lord’s  my Shepherd’ (Traditional version) 
 

 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 

He makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 

 My soul he doth restore again, 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, 

e’en for his own name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 

yet will I fear none ill, 

for thou art with me and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still.  

 

My table thou hast furnished 

in presence of my foes. 

My head thou dost with oil anoint, 

and my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
shall surely follow me, 
and in God’s house forevermore 
my dwelling place shall be. 
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Main Reading  -  Selected verses from the Epistles 

Colossians 1:24   
Paul writes—’I am happy about my sufferings for you, for by means of my 

physical sufferings I am helping to complete what still remains of Christ's 

sufferings on behalf of his body, the church. 

James 1:12, 5:11,13  
James writes: Happy are those who remain faithful under trials, because 

when they succeed in passing such a test, they will receive as their reward 

the life which God has promised to those who love him….. We call them 

happy because they endured. You have heard of Job's patience, and you 

know how the Lord provided for him in the end. For the Lord is full of 

mercy and compassion…. Are any among you in trouble? They should 

pray. Are any among you happy? They should sing praises. 

and in 1 Peter we read. 
But even if you should suffer for doing what is right, how happy you are! 

Do not be afraid of anyone, and do not worry….Happy are you if you are 

insulted because you are Christ's followers; this means that the glorious 

Spirit, the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

   

TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 29th August in CWEO    

 

HYMN—’Great is thy faithfulness’ 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, " O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!" "Great is Thy faithfulness!" 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

    All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness," Lord, unto me! 
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Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!"….  

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!"…   x2 
 

Final Prayers  
 

Bless those who mourn, eternal God, 
with the comfort of your love 
that they may face each new day with hope 
and the certainty that nothing can destroy 
the good that has been given. 
May their memories become joyful, 
their days enriched with friendship, 
and their lives encircled by your love. - Vienna Cobb Anderson 

 
Bless those who mourn the death of  a relative or friend 
and feel that with this loss their lives are incomplete. 
Bless those who mourn, and fill these empty hearts 
with pleasant memories, the sound of laughter, 
sunshine and happier days. 

Bless those who mourn, and heal their brokenness 
with the soothing balm of your gentle touch, 
that they might know shalom, wholeness, peace. 

immerse those who mourn in your love 
and lead them through this darkness 
into your arms, and light. 
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For those who  offer comfort, 
be present in both the words they use 
and all that's left unspoken; 
fill each heart with love. 
 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
whose own suffering brought us life, 
here and for eternity. Amen 

 

HYMN  - ‘ O Happy Day’  

The greatest day in history 

Death is beaten, You have rescued me 

Sing it out, Jesus is alive 

The empty cross, the empty grave 

Life eternal, You have won the day 

Shout it out, Jesus is alive He's alive 

And oh, happy day, happy day 

You washed my sin away 

Oh, happy day, happy day 

 I'll never be the same 

Forever I am changed 

When I stand in that place 

Free at last, meeting face to face 

I am yours, Jesus, You are mine 

Endless joy, perfect peace 

Earthly pain finally will cease 

Celebrate, Jesus is alive –[He's alive 

 And oh, happy day, happy day…. 

 And oh, what a glorious day, what a glorious way 

That You have saved me 

And oh, what a glorious day what a glorious name,   
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Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 

  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore.  Amen.   

 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace 

  with his people     
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you    And also with you  

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 
 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 
 

 

 

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

