
  

 

       THEME:  The perils of happiness 

Sunday 8th August 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am) 
 

Welcome and Intro  
 

The perils of pursuing happiness for it’s own sake and to the exclusion of all 
else, with some quotes from Ecclesiastes 9:7 and 11:9 
 

 Call to worship  
   

  We  worship together as we say together:  

      Loving God, the pursuit of happiness can lead us astray 

      We are sorry for those times when our own happiness 
      has been at the expense of others; 

      When we have ignored the needs of others 
      and have not considered  their well being. 

      Help us by your spirit to make wise and caring choices 
      as we pursue the pure and life changing  happiness 
      that comes from you. Amen.   

 

HYMN - ‘I danced in the morning’ (Lord of the Dance)   

I danced in the morning 

When the world was young, 
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And I danced in the moon 

And the stars and the sun, 

I came down from heaven 

And I danced on the earth, 

At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

     Dance, dance, wherever you may be, 

     I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

     And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

     And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he 

I danced for the scribes and the pharisees, 

They wouldn’t dance, they wouldn't follow me. 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John 

They came with me so the Dance went on. 

     Dance, dance, wherever you may be… 

  

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 

The holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped,  they stripped, they hung me high, 

Left me there on a Cross to die. 

     Dance, dance, wherever you may be…  

I danced on a Friday when the world turned black 

It's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 

They buried my body, they thought I was gone, 

But I am the Dance, and I still go on. 

     Dance, dance  wherever you may be…  

They cut me down and I leapt up high; 

I am the life that'll never, never die; 

I'll live in you if you'll live in me - 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
 

     Dance, dance, wherever you may be…  
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 Link— King David the writer of Psalms,  but with a darker side 

 

HYMN—’The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want’ 

  

’The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want’ 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

     And I will trust in You alone, 

     And I will trust in You alone, 

     For Your endless mercy follows me, 

     Your goodness will lead me home. 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 

And He anoints my head with oil, 

And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on His pure delights. 

     And I will trust in you alone ….. 

And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 

Are the comfort I need to know. 

     And I will trust in you alone ….. 

  

Reading— 2 Samuel 11 and 12 selected verses   
 

One day, late in the afternoon, David got up from his nap and went 

to the palace roof. As he walked around up there, he saw a woman 

taking a bath in her house. She was very beautiful.   So he sent a 

messenger to find out who she was, and learned that she was Bath-

sheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite. David 
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sent  messengers to get her; they brought her to him and he made love to 

her. …...Afterward she discovered that she was pregnant and sent a      

message to David to tell him. 

David then tries to cover up his adultery and convince Uriah that he is the father  of 

the baby, but when all his schemes fail ,  in desperation he plans the death of Uriah  

  

David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by Uriah.   He wrote: "Put Uriah in 

the front line, where the fighting is heaviest, then retreat and let him be 

killed."  So while Joab was besieging the city, he sent Uriah to a place 

where he knew the enemy was strong. The enemy troops came out of the 

city and fought Joab's forces; some of David's officers were killed, and so 

was Uriah. 

The prophet Nathan later rebukes David for selfishly putting his own happiness 

ahead of the happiness of others.   

 Nathan went to David and said, "There were two men who lived in the 

same town; one was rich and the other poor. The rich man had many cattle 

and sheep,  while the poor man had only one lamb, which he had bought. 

He took care of it, and it grew up in his home with his children. He would 

feed it some of his own food, let it drink from his cup, and hold it in his lap. 

The lamb was like a daughter to him.  One day a visitor arrived at the rich 

man's home. The rich man didn't want to kill one of his own animals to fix 

a meal for him; instead, he took the poor man's lamb and prepared a meal 

for his guest."  David became very angry at the rich man and said, "I swear 

by the living LORD that the man who did this ought to die!  For having 

done such a cruel thing, he must pay back four times as much as he took." 

"You are that man," Nathan said to David. "  

   
 Opening Prayer  
 
 O God you have set within us a great desire for happiness,  
lead us in the way to find it.  
Heavenly Father we long for happiness 
but lead us beyond happiness 
to that joy from which nothing can take away. 

In thy presence is the fullness of joy 

and at thy right hand there is pleasure for ever more. 
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Loving God show me more of yourself  

and give me the willingness to respond wholeheartedly. 

Help me to be so open to you,, 

that your purposes may be furthered in and through me. Amen. 

  

Main Reading  - 1 Chronicles 29: 1-3, 9-17, 20- 23 

 King David announced to the whole assembly: "My son Solomon is the one 

whom God has chosen, but he is still young and lacks experience. The work 

to be done is tremendous, because this is not a palace for people but a 

temple for the LORD God.  I have made every effort to prepare materials 

for the Temple—gold, silver, bronze, iron, timber, precious stones and 

gems, stones for mosaics, and quantities of marble.  Over and above all this 

that I have provided, I have given silver and gold from my personal proper-

ty because of my love for God's Temple.  ….    

The people had given willingly to the LORD, and they were happy that so 

much had been given. King David also was extremely happy.  There in front 

of the whole assembly King David praised the LORD. He said, "LORD God of 

our ancestor Jacob, may you be praised forever and ever!   You are great 

and powerful, glorious, splendid, and majestic. Everything in heaven and 

earth is yours, and you are king, supreme ruler over all.  All riches and 

wealth come from you; you rule everything by your strength and power; 

and you are able to make anyone great and strong.  Now, our God, we give 

you thanks, and we praise your glorious name.  "Yet my people and I can-

not really give you anything, because everything is a gift from you, and we 

have only given back what is yours already.    

You know, O LORD, that we pass through life like exiles and strangers, as 

our ancestors did. Our days are like a passing shadow, and we cannot es-

cape death.   O LORD, our God, we have brought together all this wealth to 

build a temple to honour your holy name, but it all came from you and all 

belongs to you.  I know that you test everyone's heart and are pleased with 

people of integrity. In honesty and sincerity I have willingly given all         
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this to you, and I have seen how your people who are gathered here have been 

happy to bring offerings to you… Then David commanded the people, "Praise the 

LORD your God!" And the whole assembly praised the LORD, the God of their an-

cestors, and they bowed low and gave honour to the LORD and also to the 

king.  … they were very happy as they ate and drank in the presence of the LORD. 

For a second time they proclaimed Solomon king. In the name of the LORD they 

anointed him as their ruler and Zadok as priest. So Solomon succeeded his father 

David on the throne which the LORD had established.   
  

 HYMN—’O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder’   

 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the works Thy Hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed, 

      Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 

      How great Thou art! How great Thou art!   x2 

       

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, 

      Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee.. 

And when I think, that God his Son not sparing, 

Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in.  

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

       Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee.. 

 

 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
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And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!" 

     Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee  

   

TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 8th August in CWEO    

 

Final Prayer.  
 
Grant us O Lord to know that which is worth knowing 
to love that which is worth loving 
and above all to search out thy most holy will   

So may we pursue the happiness that will lead to true joy and fulfilment 

The happiness that will enable us to grow in physical and mental well being 
and lead us to that spiritual wholeness, that is your will for us 
and for all those around us whose happiness we can add to or diminish 

And give us that success and fulfilment in life 
as we engage with those tasks which we alone can do,  
and become the person that we alone should be. 

 And so may our happiness bring you happiness 
 and your blessing of us be a blessing to others. 
 In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

   

HYMN  - ‘ Lord reign in me ‘ 
 
Over all the earth you reign on high 
Every mountain stream, every sunset sky 
But my one request, Lord my only aim 
Is that you'd reign in me again 
 
    Lord reign in me, reign in your power 
    Over all my dreams, in my darkest hour 
    You are the Lord of all I am 
So won't you reign in me again 
 
Over every thought, over every word 
May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord 
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Cause you mean more to me than any earthly thing 
So won't you reign in me again 

    Lord, reign in me, reign in Your power…. 
  

               (repeat) 

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 

  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore.  Amen.   

 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace 

  with his people     
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you    And also with you  

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 
 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 
 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

