
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 15th August 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  

 

Our passage records a dialogue that took place in Capernaum between Jesus, 

initially with a crowd and then with the Jews, as John describes them.  

The crowd had just witnessed Jesus miraculously feed the 5000 people from the 5 

small loaves and 2 fish and had subsequently pursued him to Capernaum.  

Their motive for pursuing Jesus was not faith in him, but as a free supplier of food.  

Jesus tells them not to work for food that spoils, but for food that endures, gives 

eternal life and endures to eternal life.  

A tension that we have to deal with in our daily lives.  

And it is a reminder to keep our life in balance and not allow our lifestyle to squeeze 

Jesus out of our lives.  

With little understanding from the crowd the dialogue continues and concludes with 

Jesus stating that he is the bread of life who offers the world spiritual satisfaction 

via his salvation.  He outlines that those who enter his arms will:-  

 

Be drawn to him by his Father. 

Never be lost to him. 

Be raised up on the last day. 

Experience eternal life. 

 

Now the Jews enter the scene. They were not happy that Jesus had mentioned that 

he had come from heaven when they knew his mother and father. Jesus then 

outlined that his bread was his flesh.  And he then made an obvious reference to the 

fact that he was going to sacrifice his flesh and shed his blood on the cross for us, 

with an expectation that we remember and commemorate this divine sacrificial act. 

  

Jesus’ flesh is real food.  

Jesus’ blood is real drink.  

Jesus states that whoever feeds on his bread will live forever.  

 

Ian. 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Our Father,   O Lord, when I find peace, I think of waves on the beach. 

When I find peace, I think of a boat sailing on the ocean. 

When I find peace, I think of dark turning to light. 

When I find peace, I think of the sun shining so bright. 

You are my light and my peace.  Amen.  
(Lauren Johnson, Nutgrove Methodist Primary School). 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

EXTRA CHURCH COUNCIL  -  OPEN TO ALL 

Thursday 2nd September in Western Road  Methodist Church from 7pm  

(please note earlier time). We will be operating under 'social distancing in a  well 

ventilated space but with no need to wear masks once seated'. 

  

In advance of the Circuit Invitation Committee submitting a profile for future minis-

try at BMC  and to establish our approach and priorities for the next year we will 

consider and vote on proposals on the following five key areas of church life  

1. Our response to Climate Change  

2. Adopting a Hybrid Church approach  

3. Complimentary patterns of worship on Sunday (and midweek?) across all 

three sites  

4. Sustainable work with children and young people   

5. Our response as a local church to the Marriage and Relationship report re-

cently adopted by the Methodist Conference. 
 

Please note the date now and make it a priority if you can. In advance of the meet-

ing a full agenda with notes on all the above, and web links will be issued with 

CWEO (Sunday 29th August).  - David B  

Happy Birthday! We send our warmest congratulations to Vic H as he 

celebrates a very special birthday this weekend. Vic, we hope you have 

a wonderful time with your family and send you all our very best wish-

es. Pam S— a very Happy Special Birthday this weekend. Have a won-

derful day from your many friends. 
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Encouragement 

 

Green things:   Wet day with the children/grandchildren?  Google ‘NASA climate 

kids‘ for games, activities and info to do with climate and environment.  

The Summer Reading Challenge for children in libraries is also eco-themed with 

Wild World Heroes caring for their town of Wilderville.  Children read 6 books and 

get  smelly stickers, medal and a certificate. 

Ladies Leisure group:  Our group has been unable to meet during lockdown. Also 

due to the  Covid pandemic we have lost another two members who have moved  

so we are now down to just 4 members. We are hoping- Covid permitting - to start 

up again in early September but we would dearly love to welcome some new mem-

bers to join us for Scrabble & Rubbikub on Thursday afternoons - 2 p.m. to 4 

p.m.   We're no experts and don't take the games too seriously . We chat a lot and 

share a few laughs over cups of tea & biscuits. Ladies of whatever age would be 

very welcome to join us.   

Maureen D. 

Notices 

Amazing Opportunity to help our Preschool : The Preschool needs a new Treasurer to 

take over from the brilliant job that Vince L has done.  Vince has kindly  

supported the Preschool for far longer than originally anticipated and we are  

extremely grateful for all he has done.  If you feel able to help in this way then 

please contact Liz R who can give you more information and pass details on so you 

can discuss it with Vince.   

Spot the Pigeon! There she is! 

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away 

in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 

much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying 

add a single hour to your life? (Matthew 6:26-27) 



                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but  

please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, 

and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 20th August 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

This Sunday I Brown *** No service Revd D Bagwell S 

22nd Aug R Gallehawk *** No service No service 

29th Aug Rev D Bagwell *** No service G Hanton 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

