
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 22nd August 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  
What I find remarkable is that God always gives us a choice. We are not forced to 

follow Jesus or obey him. The Israelites in Joshua’s time (Joshua 21:1-18) were given a 
choice to worship the pagan gods or recommit to the Lord. They decided on the latter 
because of all that God had done for them, freeing them from slavery and performing 
miracles such as feeding them with manna, described as “bread from heaven” (Exodus 
16). 

 

Many generations later Jesus says that He is the bread of life. He takes this 
further saying “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in 
them…Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live 
forever.” (John 6: 56-69). Remarkably, Jesus offers them a choice to follow Him, and 
many didn’t because it all sounded too difficult to comprehend. It involved risk, 
challenge, and change. Those that are left are asked whether they want to leave too, 
and it is Peter the rock who replies tellingly, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life.” It echoes very much what Jesus said to the Samaritan women as 
she drew her life-saving water from the well and yet Jesus says “whoever drinks the 
water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” We depend and feed on Him then, in 
every way possible. 

 

We all have springs of water welling up within us. Once we are enabled to make 
that choice to follow Jesus that decision filters through our whole self – Mind, Body 
and Spirit. We care for the planet and people, heal and pray for others, help the 
vulnerable, demand justice for those who are oppressed.   I think about American 
artist Maria Hunt’s “Gift of Self” painting which is in CWEO this week. Contemplate it 
for some time. See the hands? Look at the colours.  She writes “When we are aligned 
with God’s plan for our lives, or when our mental, spiritual and emotional bodies are 
aligned in purpose, it becomes “Our Hands – God’s Work.” 
  
Rachel 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  

Anthony de Mello 
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    Father,  

    May all who seek your presence find you; 

    may all who long for your acceptance know your peace; 

    may all who ask for forgiveness and healing be blessed.  Amen 

                  Keith Davies, Crossing the Chasm 2012/2013 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

The Gift of Self   - Maria Hunt 

I quickly drew two hands: one hand, the gifts 

God gives us, and the 2nd, for what we put 

back into life. 
 

The 4 quadrants form a cross and represent 

our four bodies: Mental, Emotional, Physical, 

& Spiritual... Each section, with different  

colours. The light pouring from the hands  

represents the inspiration we receive in life to 

make a difference, as we interact with others. 
 

The hands are that of two different races, 

indicating we are all connected, with another 

two pairs of hands in the lower right  

quadrant, represent those who are influenced 

by our actions, and, whether from our generation or the next, are inspired, by our 

actions, to be a positive force in the lives around us. 
 

In essence, when we are aligned with God's plan for our lives, or when our mental, 

spiritual and emotional bodies are aligned in purpose, it becomes "Our Hands - 

God's Work" 

Life is not a problem to be solved, 

a question to be answered. 

Life is a mystery to be contemplated, 

wondered at, and savoured. 

I would not be what I am today 

if I had never seen the sunrise,  

or the moon, or flowers in bloom 

or people’s faces.      

Contemplation Corner 
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EXTRA CHURCH COUNCIL - OPEN TO ALL 

Thursday 2nd September in Western Road Methodist Church from 7pm (please 

note earlier time). We will be operating under 'social distancing in a well ventilated 

space but with no need to wear masks once seated'.  
 

In advance of the Circuit Invitation Committee submitting a profile for future  

ministry at BMC and to establish our approach and priorities for the next year we 

will consider and vote on proposals on the following five key areas of church life: 

1. Our response to Climate Change  

2. Adopting a Hybrid Church approach  

3. Complementary patterns of worship on Sunday (and midweek?) across all 

three sites  

4. Sustainable work with children and young people  

5. Our response as a local church to the Marriage and Relationship report  

 recently adopted by the Methodist Conference.  
 

Please note the date now and make it a priority if you can. In advance of the  

meeting a full agenda with notes on all the above, and web links will be issued with 

CWEO (Sunday 29th August).  David B  

Mulberry house, Chelmsford Road, High Ongar - something for everyone 

The Nationwide Christian trust based at Mulberry House Hotel is open again with a 

wide range of Christian gatherings in beautiful surroundings.   There is a Ladies 

Day  on Tuesday 7th Sept  and a Men’s Breakfast on Weds 15th Sept (Click below 

to see more details including prices and meal with each event or ring the number 

given).  Temporary number during the pandemic :  01277 367124   

Website:  https://nationwidechristiantrust.com/ 

Notices 

Encouragement 

Green things:  when you boil a kettle of water, have a vacuum flask to hand and 

pour any extra boiling water into the flask - it will save boiling for a cup of coffee 

later, or the start of hot water for something else during the day.  You can even use 

a food flask to cook pasta …. Every little helps!  

A welcome service for our new Circuit Superintendent Minister, Rev'd Felicity  

Al-Hassan, will be held on Sunday 5th September at 3pm at Trinity Methodist 

Church, Basildon. Full details are on posters at Western Road and Herongate. 

It would be lovely if there could be a good representation from Billericay.  Please let 

Heather A. know  - preferably by email - by Sunday 29th, if you are planning to  

attend and also if you can offer transport.  

Funny Church notices from around the web: 

“Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm – prayer and medication to follow.” 

“Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help.” 

“The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious 

hostility.” 

https://nationwidechristiantrust.com/


                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but  

please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, 

and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 27th August 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

This Sunday R Gallehawk *** No service No service 

29th Aug Rev D Bagwell *** No service G Hanton 

5th Sept Rev D Bagwell *** No service I Brown 

12th Sept Rev D Bagwell *** No service No service 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

