
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 8th August 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  
Our focus this week is on King David and his search for happiness. After his success in 
battle there were songs being written about his manly prowess that rather went to his 
head as he indulged himself in a celebrity lifestyle that had no boundaries.  Despite 
having his pick of those who threw themselves at his feet, it was the forbidden fruit of 
Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah that was his undoing.  So obsessed was he with her that 
he plotted and schemed to first cover up his adultery, when she fell pregnant, and 
then to get Uriah killed in battle as a way of ensuring his happiness. All of which would 
have gone unnoticed, but for the wise words of Nathan the prophet who was able to 
convince David of his guilt and wrong doing. A graphic and sensational account of the 
perils of a pursuit of happiness, that has no boundaries or focus. 
 
The recent so called Freedom Day, may in time be shown to have been freedom for 
some at the expense of others, and the slow down in vaccinations amongst younger 
age groups  may also be seen to have had a knock on effect on the freedom and 
happiness of others who remain vulnerable to further variants. Our freedoms and 
happiness must not damage the freedom or happiness of others. We are in this 
together and we need to protect and care for each other if we or others are to be free 
to enjoy life as we go forward. Happiness is a precious gift, given for our well being, 
but like all gifts it only comes alive  as it is shared with others , and as the happiness of 
others is made a priority. 
 
King David in his later years recognised this as he declared to God, in 1 Chronicles 29 
verse 14 that despite his great wealth, he knew that ‘everything is a gift from you’, 
and when we give, ‘we have only given back what is yours already’. His happiness was 
not a prize to be pursued and won at all costs, but a gift to be enjoyed and shared.  
A gift that we daily give thanks to God for, for he is the creator of all that brings us 
pure joy.      
 
David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Our Father,  Who reached down from heaven with such love - may we 

not miss the joy in the gift of our living …. May we grasp with open 

hands the opportunities for life abundant that you give to us. Amen   

  Tarryn Pegna.      ‘Alive’  Lent Devotional  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

Amazing Opportunity to help our PreSchool : The PreSchool needs a new Treasurer 

to take over from the brilliant job that Vince L has done.  Vince has kindly  

supported the PreSchool for far longer than originally anticipated and we are  

extremely grateful for all he has done.  If you feel able to help in this way then 

please contact Liz R who can give you more information and pass details on so you 

can discuss it with Vince.  

Green things:   8% of all greenhouse gas emissions come from the textile  

industry, apparently that's more than shipping and aviation combined. Recycling 

clothing can be done in various ways - and even worn out stuff can be recycled into 

something useful. (Remember rag rugs for the fireplace, and patchwork quilts - 

those were the days!) Charity shops will take old clothing and sort it for recycling if 

unsuitable to sell on, so avoiding landfill.  

On the next page there are lots of photos of the Herongate garden. Can you spot 

the enormous bumblebee? The Buddleia was popular with several butterflies,  

including a Red Admiral, a Comma and several Peacocks. Only one photo, though. 

Student tuition & the farm project: Following our appeal in last 

week's CWEO, we have received donations to fund Salim's  

education for two years- (£220)- so a big thank you. 

We are delighted too to have been able to send Rev. Sammy  

money towards the Water-Borehole project mentioned in our report a few weeks 

ago. Sammy has already been in touch with the contractors to start drilling! Having 

their own water-supply will be extremely cost-effective, so any profits can now be 

used to fund further developments at the farm. 
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Encouragement 

 

A walk through the Herongate garden 

Insect hotels 

Martin’s memorial 



                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but  

please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, 

and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVD’s can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 13th August 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Wednesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

This Sunday Rev G Goodall No service No service 

15th Aug I Brown *** No service Rev D Bagwell S 

22nd Aug R Gallehawk *** No service No service 

29th Aug Rev D Bagwell *** No service G Hanton 

—  online service prepared by Rev D Bagwell This Sunday, 8th August 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

