
  

 

       THEME:  Caring for God’s world                 

                         - Practical action by all 

Sunday 12th September 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)  
incl. ‘All things bright and beautiful’,  
         ‘Everyday God’  
and ’For the beauty of the earth’. 
 

Welcome and Intro  
 
 

As we seek to care for God’s world it is too easy to wait for others to take the 
lead whether that be at government level or other individuals. As Christians 
we are responsible first and foremost for what we do—whether or not anyone 
else also does what is right, and we all need to care in both words and          
immediate action as good stewards of all that God has given to us. 
 

Reading - Psalm 104:1-13 
 
O LORD, my God, how great you are! You are clothed with majesty and       
glory;  you cover yourself with light. You have spread out the heavens like a 
tent  and built your home on the waters above. You use the clouds as your 
chariot and ride on the wings of the wind.  You use the winds as your messen-
gers and flashes of lightning as your servants.  You have set the earth firmly on 
its foundations, and it will never be moved. You placed the ocean over it like a 
robe, and the water covered the mountains. When you rebuked the waters, 
they fled; they rushed away when they heard your shout of command.  They 
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flowed over the mountains and into the valleys, to the place you had made 
for them.  You set a boundary they can never pass, to keep them from cov-
ering the earth again.  You make springs flow in the valleys, and rivers run 
between the hills.  They provide water for the wild animals; there the wild 
donkeys quench their thirst.  In the trees near by, the birds make their 
nests and sing. From the sky you send rain on the hills, and the earth is 
filled with your blessings.     

 

 Call to worship  
 
   

  We worship together as we say together: 

    In our worship help us to see  
    what you are calling us to do and to be  

    Help us to identify the gifts, and talents,  
    the time and the energy that we have to offer 
    and then to use them to the full. 

    Help us to do all that we can do 
    without comparing ourselves with others 
    or making excuses. 

   Use what we offer alongside what others may or may not do 

   to see your kingdom come 
   ‘on earth as it is in heaven’. Amen.  

  

HYMN - ‘To God be the glory ‘ (so loved he the world)     

 

To God be the glory, great things He hath done, 

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 

And opened the life-gate that all may go in.  

          Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

          Let the earth hear His voice; 

          Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

          Let the people rejoice; 
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          Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the  Son, 

          And give Him the glory; 

          great things He hath done. 

Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

To every believer the promise of God; 

The vilest offender who truly believes, 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

Our wonder, our rapture when Jesus we see. 

 

Opening Prayer  - based  on the above and John 3: 16 

Loving God, it was out of love for the whole of the created world , and 

not just for us as human beings that you sent Your Son. And as well as 

transforming individual hearts and minds you want to transform our 

society, our nation, and the world.  

 

Help us  by your Spirit, to help you, to establish patterns of living and    

caring in which all can flourish and grow, and display that beauty that 

you saw in every part of your creation from the beginning . 

May that perfect redemption be seen in us and in your world, for you 

died to make this possible,  

and help us to do all that we can as faithful servants who know that 

they are responsible for all that is yours and yours alone. Amen. 

  

Reading : Matthew 25: selected verses 
  

Jesus said,” The Kingdom of heaven will be like this. Once there was a 

man who was about to leave home on a trip; he called his servants and 
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put them in charge of his property.  He gave to each one according to his      

ability: to one he gave five thousand gold coins, to another he gave two thou-

sand, and to another he gave one thousand. Then he left on his trip.  The      

servant who had received five thousand coins went at once and invested his 

money and earned another five thousand.  In the same way the servant who 

had received two thousand coins earned another two thousand. But the      

servant who had received one thousand coins went off, dug a hole in the 

ground, and hid his master's money.   

  Those who had received five thousand and two thousand gold coins were commended  

   for what  they had each done with what they had, with God saying to them, ’Well  

   done you  good and faithful servant’.  But not so with the third servant: 

 The servant who had received one thousand coins came in and said, 'Sir, I 

know you are a hard man; you reap harvests where you did not plant, and you 

gather crops where you did not scatter seed.  I was afraid, so I went off and hid 

your money in the ground. Look! Here is what belongs to you.   

   And God was not pleased, declaring him to be a, ’bad and lazy and useless servant! 

   The chapter goes on to speak of the final judgment and how we will be judged on     

   what we did or did not do with what we had, to help others and in a similar way what 

   we did or did not do to care for all that God has made, until ‘the work on earth is 

done’. 

 
  

HYMN—’There is a Redeemer’  (the work on earth is done)   

 

There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son, 

precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

Holy One. 

 

    Thank you, O my Father, 

    for giving us your Son, 

    and leaving your Spirit 

    till the work on earth is done. 
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Jesus my Redeemer, 

name above all names, 

precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 

O for sinners slain. 

When I stand in glory 

I will see his face, 

and there I'll serve my King for ever 

in that holy place. 

 

Reading  -  Romans 8:19-21  and Colossians 1:19-20 

 

All of creation waits with eager longing for God to reveal his                   

children. For creation was condemned to lose its purpose, not of its own 

will, but because God willed it to be so. Yet there was the hope  that     

creation itself would one day be set free from its slavery to decay and 

would share the glorious freedom of the children of God. ….For it was by 

God's own decision that the Son has in himself the full nature of 

God.  Through the Son, then, God decided to bring the whole universe 

back to himself. God made peace through his Son's blood on the cross 

and so brought back to himself all things, both on earth and in heaven. 

    

   

TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 12th September in CWEO    

 
 
  

HYMN—’Build your kingdom’ (we pray revive this earth) 
 
Come set Your rule and reign, in our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray, unveil why we're made 
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope, like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now. 
We are Your Church, we need Your power, in us. 
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We seek Your kingdom first, we hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives, for You're our joy and prize 
To see the captive hearts released, the hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause. 
We are Your church, we pray revive this earth. 
 
    Build Your kingdom here let the darkness fear 
    Show Your mighty hand, heal our streets and land 
    Set Your church on fire win this nation back 
    Change the atmosphere 
    Build Your kingdom here, we pray. 
 
Unleash Your kingdom's power, reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop, your beauty changing hearts 
You made us for much more than this, awake the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ. 
We are Your church, we are the hope on earth. 
 
    Build Your kingdom here…..   x2 
 
 

Final Prayers  (revive this earth) 

Whilst we are praying for you to revive the church 

the earth itself is dying. 

We want you to build our church and make us strong,  

but you ask us, first of all , to focus on the needs of others  

and build your kingdom. 

 We are the hope on earth, for the earth  to flourish once more 

 and provide for all, all that is needed. 

Give us a fresh focus on the needs of others, and then bless us with all that we 

need to do your perfect will and see your kingdom come,  

being content with our daily bread and wanting all the glory to go to you. 

 In the name of Jesus we pray as we say together: 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins,  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours - 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

  HYMN  - ‘ Give thanks’ 

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 

Give thanks because He's given 

Jesus Christ, His Son 

                (repeat) 

And now let the weak say, I am strong 

Let the poor say, I am rich 

Because of what the Lord has done for us 

                (repeat) 

  

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore.  Amen.  
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 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people  

The peace of the Lord be always with you  And also with you  

 

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 

 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  
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