
  

 

       THEME:  Jostling for Position 

Sunday 19th September 2021   

 10.30am 

Music beforehand :  Come now is the time to worship/ Be the centre/ The 
Heart of worship. 
 

Welcome and Call to worship 
 

At this time, in this place, let us worship God – 

with open ears ready to listen 

and hearts ready to receive, 

minds willing to be challenged 

and attitudes given to God. 

Come, we worship God as one. 

Amen 

(rootsonthe web.com).  

 

Hymn: The Servant King (From heaven you came) 

 

From heaven you came helpless babe, 
Entered our world, your glory veiled, 
Not to be served but to serve, 
And give Your life that we might live. 
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    This is our God, The Servant King, 

    He calls us now to follow Him. 

    To bring our lives as a daily offering, 

    Of worship to The Servant King. 

There in the garden of tears, 

My heavy load he chose to bear, 

His heart with sorrow was torn, 

'Yet not My will but Yours, ' He said. 

    This is our God, The Servant King………… 

 Come see His hands and His feet 

The scars that speak of sacrifice 

Hands that flung stars into space 

To cruel nails surrendered 

    This is our God, The Servant King… 

So let us learn how to serve, 

And in our lives enthrone him, 

Each other’s needs to prefer, 

For it is Christ we’re serving.  

      This is our God, The Servant King…   x2 

Reading: Mark 9: 30-37 

Jesus predicts his death a second time 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to 

know where they were, because he was teaching his disciples. He said to 

them, ‘The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill 
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him, and after three days he will rise.’  But they did not understand 

what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 

They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked 

them, ‘What were you arguing about on the road?’ But they kept quiet 

because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest. 

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, ‘Anyone who wants to be 

first must be the very last, and the servant of all.’ 

He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in 

his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes one of these little chil-

dren in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not 

welcome me but the one who sent me.’ 

Shared Prayer of Adoration   

 

Humble God, who stooped to wash the feet of his tired disciples, 

Who transforms the tasks of a servant into a loving task of a friend 

We adore and praise your name! 

 

Humble God , who became human and yet also divine 

Who walked and lived amongst us and shared bread and wine, 

We adore and praise your name! 

 

Humble God, who takes our burden and sin upon his shoulders 

And paid the ultimate price  

We adore and praise your name! 
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Humble God, who takes time to be with us 

Talk to us, listen to us, share our pain and joy 

We adore and praise your name! 

 

Humble God,  

Gentle God, 

Loving God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Creator, Master, Teacher, Friend 

We adore and praise your name 

And offer ourselves as your servants. 

Amen. 
 

Sermon: Part 1: See  Pastoral Letter in CWEO 
 

Shared Prayer of Confession  

Jesus said: ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be last.’  

Lord, for the times I’ve put myself first, or argued with people, 
because I think I know better than them or that I am better 
than them… 
Lord, please forgive me, 
and teach me my rightful place in you. 
 
 

For the times when I don’t want to be a servant because I think 
I’m capable of greater things… 
Lord, please forgive me, 
and teach me my rightful place in you. 
 
 

When I don’t recognise Christ in those around me because I’m 
too busy looking out for myself… 
Lord, please forgive me, 
and teach me my rightful place in you. 
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When I don’t understand what people mean, perhaps not 
understanding their feelings of fear or inadequacy… 
Lord, please forgive me, 
and teach me my rightful place in you. 
 

 
When I jostle for position, rather than being happy where you 
put me… 

Lord, please forgive me, 
and teach me my rightful place in you. 
 
Assurance of forgiveness 
 

You challenge us, Lord, when we do wrong. 
You get us to focus by using questions, 
even though you know the answers. 
Your image is present in each one of us. 
When we confess our sins, 
you are always there to forgive us. 
We stand now, humbly in your presence. Forgiven. 
Acknowledging that you are the greatest  
 

HYMN: Be thou my vision 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 
Thou my great Father, and I thy true son 
Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one 

Be thou my battle shield sword for the fight 
be thou my dignity thou my delight 
Thou my souls shelter, thou my high tower 
Raise thou me heavenward O power of my power  

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always 
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Thou and thou only first in my heart 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all. 

 

Reading: James 3: 13-4:1-8a 

Two kinds of wisdom 

 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, 
by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbour bitter 
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the 
truth. Such ‘wisdom’ does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritu-
al, demonic.  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disor-
der and every evil practice. 

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sin-
cere.  Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 

Submit yourselves to God 

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires 
that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you 
cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because 
you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 

You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means 
enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God. Or do you think Scripture says without reason that 
he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us?  But he gives us 
more grace. That is why Scripture says: 

‘God opposes the proud 
    but shows favour to the humble.’ 

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. 
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Sermon Part 2: See this week’s CWEO 

Prayers of Intercession  

Lord, we pray for all who have decisions to make today, 
or who face difficulties or challenges in their lives. 
We pray for those who are making decisions on behalf of others, 
and those whose decisions affect lives other than their own. 
We pray that they may have courage to do what is right, 
and the vision to see what is important, 
when there are so many other distractions. 
We pray that they may all have the wisdom that comes from you – 
pure, peace-loving, gentle and merciful. 
We pray for your Church, in all her diversity, 
that she may seek you above all, 
that you may grant her discernment and compassion. 
We pray that we may yield good fruit in our lives, 
not ‘lording’ it over others or squabbling about what we deserve 
but instead considering the needs of others first. 
Let us receive as we have been received, 
forgive as we have been forgiven, 
and love as we have been loved. 
For Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN: Lord reign in me 

Over all the earth you reign on high 
Every mountain stream, every sunset sky 
But my one request, Lord my only aim 
Is that you'd reign in me again 
 

Lord reign in me, reign in your power 
Over all my dreams, in my darkest hour 
You are the Lord of all I am 
So won't you reign in me again 
 

Over every thought, over every word 
May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord 
Cause you mean more to me than any earthly thing 
So won't you reign in me again.  

Lord, reign in me, reign in Your power…. (repeat) 
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A sending out prayer 

Lord, Jesus, 

may we go out into the world to shine with your love, 

listen with your ears 

and speak words of kindness and hope 

to everyone we meet – in your name. 

Amen. 

The Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ,   The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, evermore. Amen.   

 

     Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in 

a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in 

similar circumstances to yourself and encourage and help each other as part 

of your ongoing worship and care of one another.  

                      


