
  

 

   THEME:  For God so loved the world... 

Sunday 3rd October 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)  

incl. ‘ For God so loved the world’ ,  ‘Christ be in my waking', 'Rest,’  and ’How 
deep the Father’s Love for us.’ 

 

Welcome and Intro  
 
 

As we begin a new month, in which we shall celebrate harvest next week, we  
see how God, out of love for us, came in Jesus to save the world as a whole , 
and give us, and the world, a fresh start. 

   

 Call to worship  
 
   

We worship together as we say together: 

Just when we thought nothing new could be found in us, 

All things known, all things gone as far as they can go. 

Thank you for the coming of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

Thank you for his life and joyful loving. 
Thank you for his dying and glorious rising. 

You are being born again within us, God of new beginnings. 

Just when we thought nothing can ever change, 
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 All things established embedded in old powers. 

The transforming flow of your life is here among us. 

You are the God of new ways of being. 

Thank be to God. 

      
HYMN - ‘Love Divine’ 
 
1  Love divine, all loves excelling, 
  joy of heaven to earth come down, 
  fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
  all thy faithful mercies crown. 
  Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
  pure, unbounded love thou art ;  
  visit us with thy salvation, 
  enter every trembling heart. 

 

   2  Come, almighty to deliver, 
  let us all thy life receive ;  
  suddenly return, and never, 
  never more thy temples leave.  
          Thee we would be always blessing, 
  serve thee as thy hosts above, 
          pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
  glory in thy perfect love. 

 
3.     Finish then thy new creation, 
  pure and spotless let us be ;  
  let us see thy great salvation, 
  perfectly restored in thee :  
  changed from glory into glory, 
  till in heaven we take our place, 
  till we cast our crowns before thee, 
  lost in wonder, love, and praise !  

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 503 . 
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Opening Prayer  
 
Most of the time we are not expecting miracles 
For most of us life is just what we make of it, nothing out of the ordinary. 
Our expectation of God being active in our life is low and our eyes are dim, 

 Many things hold us back from new possibilities being realised - 

   Hard experiences in our lives, 
   Things which we done or not done in the past, 
   The power of past relationships over us, 
   Fear of what it could mean to ever change, 
   And a lack of encouragement to see signs of your activity in the world. 

Loving God – give us faith and help our unbelief 

The word to us in Christ is that if we have faith no more than a mustard seed, 
that will be enough - for the transformation of us 
and the world around us. 

Amen. Thanks be to God      
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:   
we say together: 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins,    

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours - 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 HYMN—’From heaven you came’   
 

 From heaven you came, helpless babe, 

entered our world, your glory veiled, 

not to be served but to serve, 

and give your life that we might live. 
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     This is our God, the Servant King, he calls us now to follow him, 

     to bring our lives as a daily offering of worship to the Servant King. 

There in the garden of tears 

my heavy load he chose to bear; 

his heart with sorrow was torn, 

‘Yet not my will but yours,' he said. 

Come see his hands and his feet, 

the scars that speak of sacrifice, 

hands that flung stars into space 

to cruel nails surrendered. 

So let us learn how to serve 

and in our lives enthrone him, 

each other's needs to prefer, 

for it is Christ we're serving. 

Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 272 

Words and Music: © 1983, Thankyou Music.  Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs, excluding UK & 

Europe, administered by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook <tym@kingsway.co.uk>  Used by permis-

sion. 

 Readings : Numbers  21: 4-9 

 

 The Israelites left Mount Hor by the road that leads to the Gulf of Aqaba, in 

order to go around the territory of Edom. But on the way the people lost their 

patience and spoke against God and Moses. They complained, "Why did you 

bring us out of Egypt to die in this desert, where there is no food or water? We 

can't stand any more of this miserable food!" Then the LORD sent poisonous 

snakes among the people, and many Israelites were bitten and died. The people 

came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and 

against you. Now pray to the LORD to take these snakes away." So Moses 

prayed for the people. Then the LORD told Moses to make a metal snake and 

put it on a pole, so that anyone who was bitten could look at it and be healed. 

So Moses made a bronze snake and put it on a pole. Anyone who had been 

bitten would look at the bronze snake and be healed. 
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Reading  -  John 3: 14-21 

As Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the desert, in the same 

way the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in 

him may have eternal life. For God loved the world so much that he gave 

his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have 

eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to be its judge, 

but to be its Saviour. Those who believe in the Son are not judged; but 

those who do not believe have already been judged, because they have 

not believed in God's only Son. This is how the judgment works: the light 

has come into the world, but people love the darkness rather than the 

light, because their deeds are evil. Those who do evil  things hate the light 

and will not come to the light, because they do not want their evil deeds 

to be shown up. But those who do what is true come to the light in  order 

that the light may show that what they did was  in obedience to God. 

    

TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 3rd  October in CWEO    

Prayer of intercession 

Hold new birth in us, O God:    Keep it safe for growing 

Sustain new faith in us O God: Keep it strong for hoping 

Direct new power in us, O God: Keep it only for good 

Cherish new freedom in us, O God:  

Keep it  true - for the transformation of the world. 

In your name we pray. Amen. 

  
HYMN—’Man of sorrows’  
 
Man of Sorrows!  What a name. for the Son of God, who came 
ruined sinners to reclaim! Alleluia!  What a Saviour! 
 
Bearing shame and scoffing rude, in my place condemned he stood; 
sealed my pardon with his blood: Alleluia!  What a Saviour! 
 



6 

 

Guilty, vile, and helpless we; spotless Lamb of God was he: 
full atonement, can it be? Alleluia!  What a Saviour! 
 
Lifted up was he to die; ‘It is finished!' was his cry; 
now in heaven exalted high: Alleluia!  What a Saviour! 
   
When he comes, our glorious King, all his ransomed home to bring, 
then anew (t)his song we'll sing: Alleluia! (Alleluia) What a Saviour! 
 
Philipp Paul Bliss (1838–1876)    
 
 Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 361 . 
 

 

Link to Song for reflection 
on all that we need to do ‘in remembrance’ 

 

’In remembrance of me’  
(Ragan Courtney and Buryl Red) 

 

In remembrance of Me eat this bread 

In remembrance of Me drink this wine 

In remembrance of Me pray for the time 

When God's own will is done 

 

In remembrance of me heal the sick 

In remembrance of me feed the poor 

In remembrance of me open the door 

And let your brother in, let him in 

 

Take eat and be comforted 

Drink and remember too 

That this is my body and precious blood 

Shed for you, shed for you 

 

In remembrance of me search for truth 
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In remembrance of me always love 

In remembrance of me don't look above 

But in your heart, in your heart 

Look in your heart for God 

 

Do this in remembrance of Me 

Do this in remembrance of Me 

In remembrance of Me 

 

  HYMN  - ‘ Give thanks’ 

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One; 

give thanks because he's given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One; 

give thanks because he's given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

And now let the weak say, ‘I am strong,’ 

let the poor say, ‘I am rich,’ 

because of what the Lord has done for us; 

And now let the weak say, ‘I am strong,’ 

let the poor say, ‘I am rich,’ 

because of what the Lord has done for us;Give thanks. 

Henry Smith (b. 1952) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 78 

Words and Music: © 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music. Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs, exclud-

ing UK & Europe administered by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook <tym@kingsway.co.uk>  Used 

by permission. 
  

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore.  Amen.  
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 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people  

The peace of the Lord be always with you  And also with you  

 

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 

 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

