
  

 

       THEME:  Caring for God’s world                 

                         - Cherishing the beauty  

Sunday 5th September 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am) 
 

Welcome and Intro  
 
 

As we begin a new church year we focus on how to care for God’s world and  
cherish the joy and happiness we find in the beauty of that world. 
 

Reading - Psalm 19:1-14   
 
How clearly the sky reveals God's glory!  
How plainly it shows what he has done!   
Each day announces it to the following day; each night repeats it to the next.   
No speech or words are used, no sound is heard;   
yet their message goes out to all the world and is heard to the ends of the 
earth.   
God made a home in the sky for the sun; it comes out in the morning like a 
happy bridegroom, like an athlete eager to run a race. It starts at one end of 
the sky and goes across to the other. Nothing can hide from its heat.   
The law of the LORD is perfect; it gives new strength.   
The commands of the LORD are trustworthy, giving wisdom to those who 
lack it. The laws of the LORD are right, and those who obey them are         
happy.  
The commands of the LORD are just and give understanding to the mind.   
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Reverence for the LORD is good; it will continue forever.  
The judgments of the LORD are just; they are always fair.  
They are more desirable than the finest gold;  
they are sweeter than the purest honey.   
They give knowledge to me, your servant;  
I am rewarded for obeying them. 
 
None of us can see our own errors;  
deliver me, LORD, from hidden faults!  
Keep me safe, also, from wilful sins; don't let them rule over me.  
Then I shall be perfect and free from the evil of sin.  
 
May my words and my thoughts be acceptable to you, O LORD,  
my refuge and my redeemer! 

 

 Call to worship  
 
   

  We worship together as we say together: 

    In our worship today and every day  
    may our words and thoughts be acceptable to you . 

    You Lord are our refuge and redeemer 

    You are the one we turn to as we seek safety and reassurance 
    You are the one we turn to as we seek forgiveness 
    and a fresh start. 

    Receive our worship and our praise, as with all your creatures  
    we lift our voice and with them sing: 

    Alleluia, Alleluia ,  
    Alleluia , Amen. 

  

HYMN - ‘All creatures of our God and King’   

All creatures of our God and King,  

lift up your voice and with us sing, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thou burning sun with golden beam,  

Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
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     O praise Him, O praise Him.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 

 ye clouds that sail in Heaven along, O praise him, Alleluia. 

Thou rising moon in praise rejoice, 

 ye lights of evening find a voice  

    O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,  

make music for thy Lord to hear,  Allleuia,   Alleluia  

Thou fire so masterful and bright, 

 that givest man both warmth and light, 

    O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Dear mother earth who day by day,  

unfoldest blessings on our way,  O praise him, Alleluia. 

The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 

 Let them his glory also show, 

    O praise Him, O praise Him -   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

And all ye men of tender heart,  

forgiving others take your part   O sing ye, Alleluia. 

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 

praise God and on him cast your care, 

   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

And thou most kind and gentle death, 

 waiting to hush our latest breath,  O praise him, Alleluia. 

Thou leadest home the child of God, 

 and Christ our Lord the way has trod,  

   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Let all things their Creator bless, 

and worship Him in humbleness, O praise him, Alleluia. 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,  

and praise the Spirit, three in one, 

   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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Opening Prayer  - based on verses 5 and 7 above 

All men and women of tender heart,  

forgiving others take your part, sing together - Alleluia. 

All those who long Covid and sorrow bear, 

We praise God and on him cast our care, 

We praise Him, we praise Him 

 -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

Let us our Creator bless, 

and worship Him in humbleness,   

We praise the Father, We praise the Son,  

We praise the Spirit, three in one, 

 -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Loving God we join with all of your creation in praising your holy name. 

You made us all and touched us with the beauty of your spirit. 

Awakening in us the joy of loving and being loved 

of caring for one another and being good stewards of all that you have made.   

Help us now and in the coming days to learn more about your world 

and how to protect, sustain and nourish its beauty and goodness 

 so that all may live in harmony  

with each other and within your created order. 

 To the glory of your name and the coming of your kingdom we pray. Amen. 

 

 HYMN—All things bright and beautiful ‘   

              All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 

   all things wise and wonderful,  the Lord God made them all. 

   1  Each little flower that opens, 
  each little bird that sings, 
  he made their glowing colours, 
  he made their tiny wings :  
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   2  The purple headed mountain, 
  the river running by, 
  the sunset, and the morning 
  that brightens up the sky :  

   3  (women only)   The cold wind in the winter, 
          the pleasant summer sun, 
          the ripe fruits in the garden, 
          he made them every one :  

   4  He gave us eyes to see them, 
  and lips that we might tell 
  how great is God Almighty, 
  who has made all things well :  

Cecil Frances Alexander (1818–1895)  (alt.) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 100 . 

 

Reading  -   Genesis 1:1-12  
 

 In the beginning, when God created the universe,   the earth was       

formless and desolate. The raging ocean that covered everything was   

engulfed in total darkness, and the Spirit of God was moving over the  

water. Then God commanded, "Let there be light"—and light appeared.  

God was pleased with what he saw. Then he separated the light from the 

darkness, and he named the light "Day" and the darkness "Night." Evening 

passed and morning came—that was the first day.  

Then God commanded, "Let there be a dome to divide the water and to 

keep it in two separate places"—and it was done. So God made a dome, 

and it separated the water under it from the water above it.  He named 

the dome "Sky." Evening passed and morning came—that was the second 

day.  

Then God commanded, "Let the water below the sky come together in 

one place, so that the land will appear"—and it was done.  He named the 

land "Earth," and the water which had come together he named "Sea." 

And God was pleased with what he saw. Then he commanded, "Let the 

earth produce all kinds of plants, those that bear grain and those that 

bear fruit"—and it was done.  So the earth produced all kinds of plants, 

and God was pleased with what he saw. 
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    The story of God creating beauty continues and then ends with these words in verse 31 
 

God looked at everything he had made, and he was very pleased. 

Evening passed and morning came—that was the sixth day.     

 

And so the whole universe was completed. By the seventh day God finished 

what he had been doing and rested. He blessed the seventh day and set it apart 

as a special day. 

   

TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 5th September in CWEO    
  

HYMN—’All my days’      
we listen to the verses and join in the chorus 

 

All my days I will sing this song of gladness, 
Give my praise to the fountain of delights; 
For in my helplessness You heard my cry, 
And waves of mercy poured down on my life. 
 
Beautiful Saviour, Wonderful Counsellor, 
Clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 
You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. 
Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 
You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion 
And You reign, You reign over all. 
 
I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, 
I will sing of the blood that never fails; 
Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, 
Of death defeated and life without end. 
 
Beautiful Saviour…. 
 
I long to be where the praise is never-ending, 
Yearn to dwell where the glory never fades; 
Where countless worshippers will share one song, 
And cries of ‘worthy’ will honour the Lamb! 
 
Beautiful Saviour … x2 
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Final Prayers  
On the Tearfund website https://www.tearfund.org/-/media/tearfund/files/

campaigns/reboot-campaign/prayer-in-the-park/prayer-in-the-park---prayer-

guide-2021.pdf  we read: We are now in a climate emergency. More people are 

going hungry, extreme weather events are more severe and communities are 

being displaced. People are being pushed back into poverty and the damage to 

creation is accelerating. 

As we contemplate the scale of the crisis, it’s important we keep our eyes fixed 

on the God of justice, who loves creation and brings restoration and peace – 

and  we need to help our friends and family to do the same.   

Lord God, you made the world and declared it was ‘very good’.  

And yet, we have not treated the earth and our fellow humans with the care 

and respect they deserve. We are sorry and ask for your forgiveness.  

Give us the courage to keep raising our voices about the climate emergency, 

which affects people living in poverty the worst. 

And may your Spirit of peace be in the hearts of all people, so that conflicts 

end in peace, and relationships are restored. Amen.  

‘If we sit back and do nothing, many more lives will be lost.’ ‘To do nothing is to 

turn our backs to our God-given duty. It is up to us as those who are called to 

love our neighbour to do just that. How can we claim to love God if we do not 

care about his creation? How can we claim to love others when we are burning 

down their house?’ ‘We the church must love in action and not just words. We 

must hear the cries of a world in peril and use our platform to respond with the 

love of Jesus. A love that disrupts the status quo and inconveniences itself to 

bring restoration. This is our responsibility. This is our worship.’  

 HYMN  - ‘ For the beauty of the earth’ (John Rutter setting) 

   

1  For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, 

  for the love which from our birth 

  over and around us lies: x2 

   Lord of all to Thee we raise 

   this our joyful hymn of praise. 
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   2  For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night, 

  hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

  sun and moon and stars of light: x2 

   3  For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 

  friends on earth, and friends above, 

  for all gentle thoughts and mild x2 

   4  For each perfect gift of thine to our race so freely given, 

  graces human and divine, 

  flowers of earth and buds of heaven: x2 

Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835–1917) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 102  

   

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore.  Amen.  
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people  

The peace of the Lord be always with you  And also with you  
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   
 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

