
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 3rd October 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  
Look at the logo of the World Health Organisation (WHO), or plaques outside many 
hospital front doors, and you will see snakes crawling up poles. Whether it be a staff 
entwined by one or two snakes as the ‘Rod of Asclepius’, or the ‘Caduceous’ 
respectively, the link between snakes and healing in Greek mythology is longstanding. 
And it’s there in both our bible readings as first Moses made a bronze snake and 
mounted it on a pole as a sign of healing in the desert, and then in John 3:14 where we 
are invited to look at Jesus, the Son of Man, similarly lifted up on a cross, as a sign of 
our spiritual healing and forgiveness. The snake is of course the problem (of sin and 
death) in both, with Jesus becoming our sin, and destroying its power as he is nailed to 
the cross and dies in love. 
 

A few verses later we have perhaps the most quoted verse of all in John 3:16, where 
we read that ‘God so loved the world that he gave his only Son’. Here too a knowledge 
of the Greek background helps us to understand that the word, ‘world’ means more 
than just our humanity. It is ‘cosmos’, or the whole of the created universe. In other 
words this verse is not only about the fate of individual souls, but also about the 
saving of the world and our response to climate change. 
 

But it is the verse that follows in John 3:17, that is equally important as we read that 
‘God did not send his Son into the world to be its judge, but to be its Saviour’. It’s too 
easy for us to judge others, and point the finger, but judgement remains with God. 
Our task and that of Jesus is salvation; in other words, working and loving, to redeem 
and transform that which is, and make it better. Remembering always that we need to 
put our own house in order first, and practice what we preach, as for every finger 
pointing at others at least three point back at us! 
 

So pray for healing - for yourself, for others and for the wider world. In the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 
 
David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the TearFund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val 

Noble.  
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Lord God, Thank you for our beautiful world expressed in art and design. 

We pray for all who work in creative industries; May your Spirit always 

be their inspiration.   Amen 

        ( Based on Exodus 35 v 31-32)               Rev Virginia Luckett, Dorset.  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain requests 

that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

 

Funeral service for Maddy Bartlett:  The service will be held at St Mary the Virgin, 

Rectory Road, Little Burstead, CM12 9TR on Friday 1st October at 11am followed 

by burial in the churchyard. All friends are welcome to attend under current  

restrictions, but if you are not able to do so please note the date and time now, and 

then pause and remember and give thanks at that time in your own way.  David B. 

Harvest service on the 10th October: As part of this service we would like to start 

using the new servery and serve some cake in an appropriate way. Can you offer to 

make ‘a cake with a green message’, or just ‘a green cake’ (lime/lemon?) – if so 

then let me know.  David B. 

New Servery Area at WR: We are looking for more help with serving tea and coffee 

at the Sunday morning service from the new servery area at the back of the church 

starting 10th October. Brenda M is doing the rota soon so if you can help in any way 

please let her know. 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING at Queens Park : We raised a fantastic amount 

of £365.00 at our Macmillan Coffee Morning on Friday 24 September. A big thank 

you to everyone who came and supported this wonderful cause. Everyone was so 

generous and we all had a good time, eating cake and chatting to our friends.  

Susan C. 

Church Council - open to all  The next two BMC Church Councils will be on Thursday 

14th October at 7pm at WR and on Thursday 18th November at 7pm on zoom. 

Agendas are available on the night or in advance if you contact me direct. There is 

an urgent and pressing need to appoint a church council secretary whose main  

responsibility is to take minutes that summarise our discussions and list the key 

decisions taken. If you can help with this or be part of a rota of helpers do let me 

know.  David B 
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Notices 

Encouragement 

Black History Month is in October but if 

you get the chance find PBS America 

which is a Freeview TV channel (similar to 

BBC but American) and watch the  

fascinating and inspiring history of the 

Black Church (in 4 parts) “This is our story, 

this is our song” which starts with the 

slave trade,  and ends with the Black  

Power Movement and the death of Manuel 

Ellis in 2020. The programme is led by 

literary critic and scholar Henry Louis 

Gates Jnr and covers the history of the 

Baptist and the Methodist and  

Pentecostal churches  Rachel.    

 https://www.pbs.org/show/black-church/ 

Billericay High Street  Indoor  

market returns at St Mary’s on the 

High street on October 9th and Nov 

13th, 10am to 4pm 

Blooms in Lake Meadows (above).  

Fruiting hedgerows (below) providing lots of fruit and berries for birds to feed on. 

https://www.pbs.org/show/black-church/


                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 8th October 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

   3rd October Online Worship Rev D Bagwell*** 

Sunday Services 3rd Oct 10th Oct 17th Oct 

Western Road S Stubbs 
Rev D Bagwell ***  

HARVEST 
S Burton  

Herongate A Williams No service Rev D Bagwell***  

Pause for Thought at Queens Park 

Each Friday morning from 11:45am to Noon, following Coffee Pot  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

