
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 12th September 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

When faced with issues that are large and complex, such as climate change or the 

related poverty or displacement of so many people, it can be tempting to do no 

more than to pray or campaign for governments and other powerful bodies to do 

something; and until they are so minded, to sit back and wait in self righteous 

isolation. As our bible reading  from Matthew 25 makes clear, that is not a Christian 

response. Governments and other agencies certainly need to do their bit with the 

huge resources at their disposal, like the five and ten thousand gold coins 

mentioned in the parable, but we need to do what we can, with what we have, and 

not bury our head or anything else in the sand. And we need to ‘practice what we 

preach’ not just because every act of kindness makes a difference, however small, 

but for our own spiritual well-being.  

 

As we put into practice what we believe, our faith comes alive, and becomes a 

blessing to us and to others. As we make sacrifices that lead the way, and are not 

conditional on the sacrifices of others, we share in the sacrifice of Jesus who out of 

love gave all that he had to save not just humanity but the whole of the created 

world (John 3:16). He did not wait for others to do what was right but led the way in 

demonstrating his own faith and trust in God and we as the church must do the 

same. We need to give a clear and public lead as to the changes that are needed, 

and show our willingness to live out the commands of the Lord Jesus, and not just 

be a talking shop. 

 

Last week we concluded our service with these words from the Tearfund website – 

The love of Jesus is a love that ‘disrupts the status quo’ and ‘inconveniences itself to 

bring restoration’. This week we begin our response to the ‘inconvenient truth’ with 

some unselfish actions that may be highly inconvenient and ‘contrary to our natural 

inclinations and material interests‘ to quote our Methodist covenant promise. But 

this is our ultimate responsibility and our ultimate worship, and I invite you to join 

me in the coming weeks and months on this exciting journey. David. 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the TearFund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

T. Fitch, A. Hacker, R. Kemp, J. Kenway, B. Kite, R. Lowe and V. Noble.  
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Come Holy Spirit, Help me to wonder at God’s love, 

to wait upon God’s word and to act with compassion, 

That God’s Kingdom might be on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen 

                         Waiting in Wonder, Methodist church publication 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

 

Funeral service for Maddy Bartlett 

The service will be held at St Mary the Virgin, Rectory Road, Little Burstead, CM12 

9TR  on Friday 1st October at 11am followed by burial in the churchyard - All friends 

are welcome to attend under current restrictions, but if you are not able to do so 

please note the date and time now, and then  pause and remember and give 

thanks at that time in your own way. - David B. 

In memory of Tony Clark. We were so sorry to hear of 

the unexpected death of one of our assistant scout 

leaders on 25th August, at the very young age of 43. 

Tony Clark was not just an assistant scout leader for our Group, but 

helped wherever he was needed such as cub camps and District 

events as part of the District Events Team. Many current scouts will 

remember him when they first joined Beavers, and the memories 

that he made for them during their scouting career, but he is also well known to 

both Group and District leaders. One scout commented that he remembered him as 

a good leader, and particularly good at keeping them quiet! Scouts will be given an 

opportunity to remember the best memories of Tony when they meet face to face 

this week after summer break.  The funeral is scheduled for September 22nd and 

will be a challenging time for the scout family, and they would be grateful for your 

prayers at this difficult time. He will be sorely missed by many.  - M Tuggey. 



Contemplation Corner 
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Notices 

Report on Extra CC held on Thursday 2nd September at 7pm at WR. 

 

In a well ventilated setting 12 Church Council members and 15 others met to dis-

cuss 5 key areas of church life,  details of which had been previously circulated in 

CWEO. After frank and open discussions on each in turn,  and once any amend-

ments had been agreed, votes were taken on printed forms which were counted by 

scrutineers.  

 

With 24 persons voting the proposals  were on (1) Climate Change as an ongoing 

focus for action at all levels. -  (2) aspiring to a Hybrid church approach not only in 

worship but in other aspects of church life.  (3) complimentary patterns of worship 

(weekly at WR, 1st 3rd and 5th Sundays only at Herongate, and ‘Pause for thought’ at 

11.45am on Fridays at QP (17th September onwards) replacing Sunday worship for 

the time being, but with a review at each CC of how this might further evolve or 

change, and  with a service to be held at QP as part of the Christmas programme, 

and (4) a focus on youth and children’s work on Fridays and with uniformed organi-

sations at WR. All of these were approved by a large majority with only 1 or 2 voting 

against or abstaining. 

 

The vote on the fifth area dealing with The Marriage and Relationship report – ‘God 

in love unites us’, and its conference approved resolutions, one of which allows 

churches in due time to apply to be registered for same sex marriages, was much 

closer. Amongst both Church Council and other members the proposal was carried; 

but with a significant number abstaining it was agreed that further discussions 

were needed before a way forward could be agreed. Thanks were expressed to all 

those who contributed in a positive and constructive way to what were good de-

bates. 

The meeting was updated on the timing for David’s Sabbatical (May-July 2022) and 

the stationing process. It was agreed to meet as a CC in the same format in Octo-

ber at WR and to then meet on zoom in November.  Finally attention was drawn to 

a stadium mission event on 9th July 2022, with an invitation for those interested in 

helping to attend a briefing at Emmanuel with the main speaker on Friday 24th Sep-

tember at 7.30pm. – David B 

What does Kindness really mean?  

 

The BBC are asking the nation!  Listen online  to  BBC Radio 4’s “All in the 

mind” https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p09tmsp8 

 

Those of you who have internet can complete a questionnaire to share your 

views 

https://universityofsussex.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1RYvaR5UA1czYvs 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p09tmsp8
https://universityofsussex.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1RYvaR5UA1czYvs
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Notices 

Encouragement 

Friday Coffee Pot at QP: This is an advance notice that Friday  

Coffee Pot will be restarting on Friday 17th September at QP. 

 

Come for Coffee, Cake and Chat, with your friends, from 10am 

to noon on Friday mornings. This will include ‘Pause for Thought’, a short time of 

worship starting at 11:45am. 

Planning for Climate Change action and cake making. 

 

Are you interested in helping to plan how we will implement the recent decision of 

CC to respond to the climate change emergency at individual , church and area 

level?  If so then join us for a zoom meeting on Tuesday 14th September at 7pm, 

when we will discuss amongst other things, arrangements for the October Harvest 

Service with the scouts, contact with other interested groups ahead of the Novem-

ber declaration and advance planning for a ‘green Christmas’.  

 

As part of the Harvest service on the 10th October  we would like to start using the 

new servery and serve some cake in an appropriate way. Can you offer to make ‘a 

cake with a green message’, or just ‘a green cake’ (lime/lemon?)– if so then let me 

know – David B . 

This special squirrel popped up in the Heron-

gate community garden! (knitted by Marian 

from the “Click and Chatter” group which 

meets on Tuesday mornings) 



                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but  

please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, 

and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 17th September 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

12th Sept Rev D Bagwell *** No service No service 

19th Sept R Gallehawk *** No service Rev D Bagwell S 

26th Sept G Hanton ***  No service No service 

3rd October S Stubbs No service A Williams 

   Note: 3rd October Online Rev D Bagwell*** 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

