
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 19th September 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

I am imagining a conversation erupting between the 4 gospels (Matthew, Mark , 

Luke and John) sitting on a bookshelf arguing over who is the greatest. It replicates 

the disciples’ conversation in Mark 9:30-37 after a very demoralising day. They are 

essentially jostling for position; looking to their own interests and status. As Jesus’ 

brother James writes in his letter “What causes fights and quarrels among you? 

Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you?” Indeed, and the disciples 

are pulled up short by Jesus who emphasises humility, service and servanthood by 

saying “So you want first place? Then take the last place. Be the servant of all.” 

Jesus lived the full truth and reality of that remark. 
 

I discovered that Martin Luther wasn’t very complimentary towards the letter of 

James which he called an “epistle of straw” in 1522. Yet there is much to 

recommend it. Above all it is a practical gospel, full of imagery and clear on how to 

live our faith. Live it through works James writes but don’t do so with reward in 

mind. Luther had a lot to say about that too, emphasising it’s impossible to 

separate works from faith as impossible as separating “heat and light from fire”. 

Piety is dead on its own, as are good works. It’s like ignoring the Old Testament in 

the Bible and just focusing on the New. You need both and the same applies to faith 

and deeds. If you catch the latest Cadbury’s Dairy Milk advert about the boy on the 

bus reflect on what is going on as he tries to share his valued chocolate with a 

troubled teenager. Here we witness an exchange, a generous action and I think with 

no future reward in mind. No words are exchanged about the teen’s obvious misery, 

but from his actions her burden is lightened and something powerful and 

immeasurable is shared and passes between these two strangers – empathy, 

understanding, love, connection. 
 

Attitude and what motivates us is important if we want to serve God more 

wholeheartedly. Be the raindrop or the small pebble spreading ripples across the 

lake. There’s no doubt it’s still demanding to be a servant to others, and for some of 

us more demanding to accept such help ourselves but we follow in the footsteps of 

Christ who is behind us, with us, and waiting for us.      

  Rachel 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the TearFund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe 

and Val Noble.  

2 

Lord, in the quietness reach out and hold me. Draw me gently into your 

peace. And in the loving silence at your heart, attune my ears to hear 

the sounds I never listen to.  The harmony that lies in you, the discords 

in the world you’ve put me in  …..  make me more sensitive to others  

needs. Amen.                    Eddie Askew.   Breaking the Rules  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

 

MACMILLAN  Coffee Morning:  We are holding our Macmillan 

Coffee Morning at Queen's Park on Friday 24 September - 

10.00 -11.45. Please come along if you can and support this 

wonderful cause at our weekly coffee pot. We will finish with 

Pause For Thought at 11.45 and all are welcome to stay. Celia McDonald will be 

taking our short service. If anyone can help with cakes it would be very much  

appreciated. Hope to see you there.    Susan C 

Pastures New:  Our dear friend Tom Fitch from Queen's Park, will be leaving us 

on 21st September to live with his daughter and family in Swaffham, Norfolk. Tom 

is at present living in Park Lodge where he lived with his dear wife Joyce until she 

passed away at the beginning of the pandemic. We wish Tom every happiness in 

his new home surrounded by his loved ones. 

Harvest service on the 10th October: As part of this service we would like to start 

using the new servery and serve some cake in an appropriate way. Can you offer to 

make ‘a cake with a green message’, or just ‘a green cake’ (lime/lemon?) – if so 

then let me know.  David B. 

Meditate on the truth of the simple message in 

this image.  
 

Consider also that the inverse is also true, an 

act of unkindness ripples outwards without end. 
 

Pray that the Spirit will guide our conduct at all 

times for good. 
 

  Proverbs 15v1  A soft word turns away 

 wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.                                
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Notices 

Billericay Litter Pick: Following on from David’s message and example last week 

there is a group organising a litter pick in South Green on Saturday 18th September 

(11:30-13:00) and Perry St on Sunday 19th September (09:30-11:00) as part of World 

Cleanup Day.  The Perry Street group will meet up at the Queens Park roundabout 

(next to QP) outside of the fish and chip shop at 09:30.  

The group has a facebook page with more information and where you can sign-up 

to participate.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/374404133446966/ 

Planning for Climate Change action: Are you interested in helping to plan how we 

will implement the recent decision of CC to respond to the climate change  

emergency at individual, church and area level?  If so then join us for a re-arranged 

zoom meeting on Tuesday 21st September at 7pm, when we will discuss amongst 

other things, arrangements for the October Harvest Service with the scouts, contact 

with other interested groups ahead of the November declaration and advance  

planning for a ‘green Christmas’.  

Church Flowers at WR:  The pandemic has given me the opportunity to research 

and rethink how I arrange flowers for church and which plays a small part towards 

planning for climate change. I have decided to phase out the use of floral foam (if 

you didn't know it's a mix of plastics and chemicals) and whilst we have been using 

it for years, I see no reason why to continue.  

I will not be running a flower rota for the rest of the year (as we have limited  

arrangers) but will provide a simple vase of flowers each week where possible. If 

you still wish to donate towards the flower fund please let me know. I'm sure you 

will agree that flowers enhance the welcoming feel of the church and provide  

pleasure to those receiving them as a gift from the church family. Thank you for 

your support.                          Janet H 

Grace Centre Farm Project.: The 

borehole has been successfully 

installed!   We have received a 

newsletter and photos of this 

and other ventures from Rev. 

Sammy.  
 

The borehole will provide essential water for the 

farm, for crops and animals, but will be available 

for community use as well.  
 

We've also received a lovely letter from Lilian, who 

we are sponsoring through university, updating us 

on her progress. This, and full details of the farm 

project, are available on the prayer boards. 

https://www.worldcleanupday.org/
https://www.worldcleanupday.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/374404133446966/


                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but  

please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, 

and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 24th September 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

19th Sept R Gallehawk *** No service Rev D Bagwell S 

26th Sept G Hanton ***  No service No service 

3rd Oct S Stubbs No service A Williams 

10th Oct 
Rev D Bagwell ***  

     Harvest 
No service No service 

   Note: 3rd October Online Rev D Bagwell*** 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

