
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 5th September 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

 

Dear friends,  

‘All things bright and beautiful’ is for many their favourite hymn, indeed their only 

hymn based as it is on their last experience of worship at primary school. That being 

said it is a hymn that still has much to say to us today as we consider global 

warming and a world where everything is not always bright or beautiful. Where is 

the Lord God in all the ugly stuff, and has he ‘made all things well’? 

 

The hymn celebrates beauty as a sign of God’s love for us and giving beautiful 

things, that we have made, to each other is also a clear sign that we care. To see 

creatures both great and small, such as flowers and birds with their glowing colours 

and tiny wings, and to appreciate the wisdom that lies within it all, is truly 

wonderful.  

 

But it is when we get to the later verses of this hymn that some of the phrases 

become poignant in today’s world. The purple headed mountains of heather that are 

burning red with fire, the rivers running by with sewage and plastic pollution, the 

sunset and the morning overshadowed by the clouds of rain that deliver a month’s 

rainfall in one day. If only it was, as it should be, with the cold wind in the winter and 

a pleasant summer sun, rather than freezing weather in the late spring and 

temperatures over 40 degrees. If only the seasons were more predictable leading to 

the fruit ripening not rotting on the vine.  

 

This is a hymn that now needs to be sung as a reminder of what we may be losing, 

and losing fast with some things needing to be changed in the next few years not 

decades, if what is sadly irreversible is not to be reached and passed. ‘He gave us 

eyes to see them and lips that we might tell’. We need to use those gifts not only to 

appreciate and share ‘how great is God almighty’ who did make ‘all things well’, but 

to admit how badly we are currently looking after it, and how only a change of heart 

and mind, the gift of the Holy Spirit can change us and the world for the better. 

 

David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the TearFund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, 

Rosemary Lowe and Val Noble.  
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Come Holy Spirit, Help me to wonder at God’s love, 

to wait upon God’s word and to act with compassion, 

That God’s Kingdom might be on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen. 

                         Waiting in Wonder, Methodist church publication 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

Ladies Leisure group: We are hoping - Covid permitting - to start up again in early 

September but we would dearly love to welcome some new members to join us for 

Scrabble & Rubbikub on Thursday afternoons - 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. We're no experts 

and don't take the games too seriously. We chat a lot and share a few laughs over 

cups of tea & biscuits. Ladies of whatever age would be very welcome to join us. 

Give me a ring if you're interested. Maureen D.  

Thank you to all those who came along to the extra Church Council this week on 

Thursday night. Next week in CWEO there will be a summary of the   

decisions taken at that meeting and some key dates going forward.  David B  

Monday Toddlers at Western Road is reopening this Monday 6th September 2021. 

We are open every Monday in term time 1.30-3.30pm. Monday fun for families 

with 0-4 year olds. Cost £2.00 per family a session. It is a drop-in group so no need 

to book. However, we are limiting our numbers to 25 families so arrive early to 

avoid disappointment. We want to keep everyone safe.  

A very Happy (Methodist) New Year to all our readers! It is a reminder that each day 

is a new beginning, offering new opportunities as well as new challenges.  

New! ev'ry morning it's new! 

The love of God to me is wonderfully new! 

New! ev'ry morning it's new! 

The mercy of the Lord is wonderfully new!  

 Michael Baughen   New, ev’ry morning its new   Lamentations 3:22-23 

 Youth Praise Book 1 No. 39   [Definitely worth following this link!] 

https://www.jubilate.co.uk/songs/new_every_morning_its_new
https://www.churchnewspaper.com/45999/archives
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Notices 

Encouragement 

Mulberry house, Chelmsford Road, High Ongar - something for everyone: 

The Nationwide Christian trust based at Mulberry House Hotel is open again with a 

wide range of Christian gatherings in beautiful surroundings.   There is a Ladies 

Day  on Tuesday 7th Sept  and a Men’s Breakfast on Weds 15th Sept (Temporary 

number 01277 367124 ).        Website:  https://nationwidechristiantrust.com/ 

CWEO submission deadline: The deadline to submit items for inclusion in CWEO 

will now be 8pm on TUESDAY. We are making this change to allow the editors to 

participate in activities that are resuming following the end of lockdown.  

David & Rachel  

A reminder: We are always very grateful to those who send in items for the  

encouragement section of CWEO. The content of CWEO has changed and will 

evolve as more notices are included but we do want to continue the 

‘Encouragement’ aspect of CWEO. David & Rachel 

Contemplation Corner 

You do not have to change for 

God to love you.      AdM 

Friday Coffee Pot at QP: This is an advance notice that Friday  

Coffee Pot will be restarting on Friday 17th September at QP. 

 

Come for Coffee, Cake and Chat, with your friends, from 10am 

to noon on Friday mornings. This will include ‘Pause for Thought’, a short time of 

worship starting at 11:45am. 

It was with great sadness that we heard of the death of Maddy Bartlett who passed 

away at St. Luke’s Hospice last Saturday evening. Maddy was a faithful and brave 

woman who is now resting in peace with the Lord. Our thoughts and prayers are 

with her four sons, their families and Maddy’s many friends at this sad time.  

Rachel submitted this photo of a  

pumpkin swelling in the Herongate  

garden. A reminder that we will soon be 

in Autumn.   

 

And those of us with longer memories of 

BMC may recall Rev Derek Poole’s  

unforgettable Haitian pumpkin soup! 

https://nationwidechristiantrust.com/


                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at all three sites have a scheduled 10:30am start but  

please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes beforehand, 

and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend services and who are without internet access, 

printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can be   

requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 10th September 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

 Western Road Queens Park Herongate 

This Sunday Rev D Bagwell*** No service I Brown 

12th Sept Rev D Bagwell *** No service No service 

19th Sept R Gallehawk *** No service Rev D Bagwell S 

26th Sept G Hanton ***  No service No service 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

