
  

 

       THEME:  An alternate Harvest 

Sunday 10th October 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)  

incl.  In the wonder of creation, For the beauty of the earth (Rutter)  and a   
climate crisis   

  

Welcome and Intro  
 
 

There is a time for everything –  surely now is the time for us to live more 
simply that others may simply live; to declutter, and decide to live not with 
what we can afford to buy, but only with what we need. 

‘There is a time for finding and a time for losing, a time for saving and a time    
 for throwing away’ - Ecclesiastes  3:6 

“Have nothing in your house that you do not know to be useful, or believe to  
  be beautiful.”  - William Morris 
 

Call to worship  
 
   

  We worship together as we say together: 

    In our worship help us to understand the difference 
    between what we need and what we want .      

    Help us to identify the purpose behind that which we possess  
    so that we may live more simply and help others to simply live. 

    Help us to be more self aware, and face our unhealthy reliance 
    on our possessions. 

   Help us to look to you, O God, to provide all that we need. 
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 Save us from the love of money and possessions  
 And help us instead ,to love you, our neighbour, ourselves 
and your world, as we should. Amen 

       

HYMN - ‘Come ye thankful people come’ (WLV)   
  

Come, ye thankful people, come,  

raise the song of harvest home;  

all is safely gathered in,  

ere the winter storms begin. 

God our Maker doth provide 

for our wants to be supplied; 

come to God's own temple, come, 

raise the song of harvest home.  

All the world is God's own field,  

fruit unto his praise to yield; 

wheat and tares together sown 

unto joy or sorrow grown;  

first the blade and then the ear, 

then the full corn shall appear;  

Lord of harvest, grant that we  

wholesome grain and pure may be.  

For the Lord our God shall come, 

and shall take the harvest home;  

from his field shall in that day 

all offenses purge away, 

give his angels charge at last  

in the fire the tares to cast;  

but the fruitful ears to store 

in his garner evermore.  
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Even so, Lord, quickly come, 

to thy final harvest home; 

gather thou thy people in,  

free from sorrow, free from sin,  

there, forever purified,  

in thy presence to abide;  

come, with all thine angels, come,  

raise the glorious harvest home. 

Link—but is that traditional hymn a bit too self centred? 

 What about the needs of others  -  consider these alternate verses to  

this tune and sing along.  

Now we sing a sadder song 

of injustice, hunger, wrong; 

those with not enough to eat, 

suffering every sort of need. 

they've no home, no work, no pay, 

scraping through from day to day. 

Do they thank you that they live? 

Thank you, God, that we can give. 

 

As we sing our harvest song, 

clear and joyful, loud and strong, 

help us, Father, now to see 

how to set those people free; 

how to share the gifts you give 

so that they may also live, 

so the harvest song may sound 

to your praise the earth around. 

 
Alex Mitchell 

© Mrs Alex Mitchell/Jubilate Hymns  7 7 7 7 D Trochaic 
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Opening Prayer of confession  
 

Creator God, alongside each leaf, and each grain, today we too sing  your   

praises.  Each creature on the earth, all the mountains and great seas show 

your glory—may we do likewise. 
 

We confess that we have plundered your world for our own ends, taken and 

not shared your gifts, lived as owners of the earth,  and not as your guest.  
 

And so the ice is cracked , the rivers dry, the valleys flooded and the snow caps 

melting.  Forgive us, and show us God our Father,  

how to step gently, how to live simply, how to walk lightly 

 with respect and love for all that you have made. Amen 

 Adapted from Linda Jones/CAFOD  

   

HYMN—’Lord, you hear the cry’  (HSH)  - if you don’t know the song then 

just sing the final two lines of penitence   

Lord, you hear the cry 

of the widow weeping; 

Lord, you hear the cry 

of the child ill-treated; 

Lord, you hear the cry 

of the depressed one sinking; 

Lord, have mercy on us, 

Lord have mercy on us. 

Lord, you hear the sound 

of the proud ones laughing; 

Lord, you hear the sound 

of the childless hoping; 

Lord, you hear the sound 

of those in debt and struggling; 

Lord, have mercy on us, 

Lord have mercy on us. 

 



5 

 

Break the heavens, Lord, 

you said the poor are not forgotten. 

Let your justice roar 

in mighty waves across the earth. 

Come and whisper peace, 

O God of generous compassion. 

Lord, have mercy on us, 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Lord, you hear the sound 

of the addict craving; 

Lord, you hear the sound 

of the greed of nations; 

Lord, you hear the sound 

of the martyrs praying; 

Lord, have mercy on us, 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

Lord, we hear the sound 

of your kingdom coming; 

Resurrection Day 

for creation groaning. 

Mercy I receive, 

pouring out in loving; 

Lord, have mercy on us 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Reading  -  Luke 12: 13-15 

 A man in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide with 

me the property our father left us." Jesus answered him, "Friend, who 

gave me the right to judge or to divide the property between you two?" 

And he went on to say to them all, "Watch out and guard yourselves from 

every kind of greed; because your true life is not made up of the things 

you own, no matter how rich you may be." 
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 1 Timothy 6:7-10a 
 

What did we bring into the world? Nothing! What can we take out of the world? 

Nothing! So then, if we have food and clothes, that should be enough for us.  

But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and are caught in the trap of 

many foolish and harmful desires, which pull them down to ruin and destruction. 

For the love of money is a source of all kinds of evil  

  

 Matthew 6:19-21 

"Do not store up riches for yourselves here on earth, where moths and rust    

destroy, and robbers break in and steal. Instead, store up riches for yourselves in 

heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and robbers cannot break in and 

steal. For your heart will always be where your riches are. 

 

   

TALK   -    See pastoral letter for 10th October in CWEO    

 
 
  

HYMN—’Now thank we all our God’ 
 
 Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices; 
who from our mothers' arms has blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us, 
to keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills in this world and the next. 
 
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 
the Son and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven 
the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore; 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.   
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Final Prayers 

Compassionate and loving God, you created the world for us all to share,  

a world of beauty and plenty.  

Create in us a desire to live simply,  

so that our lives may reflect your generosity.  
 

Creator God, You gave us responsibility for the earth, a world of riches and 

delight.  

Create in us a desire to live sustainably,  

so that those who follow after us may enjoy the fruits of your creation.  
 

God of peace and justice, You give us the capacity to change, to bring about a 

world that mirrors your wisdom.  

Create in us a desire to act in solidarity,  

so that the pillars of injustice crumble and those now crushed are set free. 

Amen.  
 

Linda Jones / CAFOD  
 

 HYMN  - ‘ Great is thy faithfulness’ 

Great is Thy faithfulness, " O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!" "Great is Thy faithfulness!" 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

    All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 

   "Great is Thy faithfulness," Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!"….  
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Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!"…   x2 

    

Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore.  Amen.  
 

 The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people  

The peace of the Lord be always with you  And also with you  

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 
 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

