
  

 

       THEME:  The  Greatest Commandment  

Sunday 31st October 2021   

 10.30am 

Music  beforehand (from 10.15am) (Harpenden band & Choir): 
Happy Day /Guardian /My song is Love unknown/This, this is the God 
we adore/Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

Call to worship 

Jesus, 

You are beautiful beyond description. 

Too marvellous for words.  

Too wonderful for comprehension. 

Like nothing ever seen or heard. 

Who can grasp your infinite wisdom? 

Who can fathom the depth of your love? 

You are beautiful beyond description 

Majesty, enthroned above. 

We stand in awe of You. 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

Hymn—Be still for the presence of the Lord 

 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here: 
Come bow before him now, with reverence and fear: 
In him no sin is found - 
we stand on holy ground. 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned: 
How awesome is the sight. 
Our radiant king of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord, is shining all around. 

 

Be still, for the power of the Lord, is moving in this place: 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him. 
In faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord, is moving in this place.  

  

Adoration and Confession 

Adoration 

Jesus – it’s good to know You 

It’s lovely 

Step by step You take us deeper and deeper into You 

Deeper and deeper You entwine us within You 

Praise You—Special One 

Entwinement—that results in rest - inner rest—inner healing 

In a renewed – transformed mind  
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Entwinement – that results in changed priorities 

In an ever increasing commitment to You 

In a preparedness to pay the cost of following You 

Praise You - Kind, Merciful One 

You are a wonderful God. 

Confession 

But Lord—we acknowledge and confess that despite our entwine-

ment within You sinful forces still reign within us 

Culminating in us at times being the person we do not want to be 

Or doing the very thing we would not want to do 

Sorry—that we let You down 

Sin is tempting 

Sin is devious—it’s sly 

Sin usually causes guilt 

Sin detracts us from real living 

Sin can cause a barrier between us and You 

Sin is a powerful force in our lives 

Sorry Jesus—that we succumb to its power 

Help us Lord - help us please 

In meantime—we come before You—rely on Your  

mercy— and receive Your touch of forgiveness 

Thank you and praise You Lord. 
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Reading— Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon 

your hearts   

Reading — Leviticus 19:18 

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but 

love your neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord. 

Reading — Mark 12:28-34 

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Notic-

ing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the 

commandments, which is the most important?" 29"The most im-

portant one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 

God, the LORD is one. 30Love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength.'  

31The second is this: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.' There is no 

commandment greater than these." 32"Well said, teacher," the man 

replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other 

but him. 33To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding 

and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is 

more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 34When Jesus 

saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far 

from the kingdom of God." And from then on no one dared ask him 

any more questions. 

Sermon: See this Week’s Pastoral letter in CWEO. 
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Hymn—Will you come and follow me 

1. Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know 
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 
 

2. Will you leave your self behind 
if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare, 
will you let me answer prayer 
in you and you in me? 
  

3. Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free 
and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 
in you and you in me? 

  

4. Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 
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Will you use the faith you’ve found 

to reshape the world around 
through my sight and touch and sound 
in you and you in me? 
 
5. Lord, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 

Intercessions 

Lord— Pour Your Spirit into our hearts 
Set our hearts on fire for You 
Become ever real and meaningful to us. 
 

May—who we really are—be entwined in You 
Praise You  for protecting our souls. 
So many of our problems are caused by poor thinking—unrighteous  
thinking 
Renew our minds please 
Help us to commit to You and serve You with all our strength 
Help us to love others—near and far 
Help us to make the choice to love 
Help us to choose forgiveness rather than revenge 
May our decisions and actions have your fragrance of love about them 
 

 

We pray for the coronavirus situation 
We pray for others who we know need prayer. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come; 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread;  

forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us;  save us from 

the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  The Kingdom, the power and 

the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Hymn:- Be thou my vision 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 

Thou my great Father, and I thy true son 

Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one. 

 

Be thou my battle shield sword for the fight 

be thou my dignity thou my delight 

Thou mu souls shelter, thou my high tower 

Raise thou me heavenward O power of my power. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always 

Thou and thou only first in my heart 

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
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Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 

Still be my vision, O ruler of all 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 

Still be my vision, O ruler of all 

 

The Grace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ,   The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, evermore. Amen.   

 

     Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together 

in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone 

in similar circumstances to yourself and encourage and help each other as 

part of your ongoing worship and care of one another.  

 

 


