
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 17th October 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 
Have you noticed how often a TV presenter will start an interview with the word, 
‘How’ and then goes on to suggest, ‘how anxious, excited etc’ the person being 
interviewed might be. And have you also noticed how often those interviewed 
respond to such questions with the word, ‘Absolutely’, when the reality may be 
somewhat more nuanced. All of which can lead to rather predictable  interviews that 
are conducted smoothly, but rarely go very deep, as they endorse an existing point of 
view. 
How different from the style of Jesus who asked open questions, such as, ‘What is it 
that you want me to do?’ Questions that get to the very heart of the matter; 
prompting a response that exposes a reality that could so easily have remained 
hidden. 
 In Mark chapter 10 we see two examples of this as Jesus first refuses in verse 36 to 
get angry when asked by two of the disciples to, ‘do for us whatever we ask of you’ – 
What a cheek, and no wonder the other disciples were furious. And then in verse 51 
when a blind man is asked what he wants Jesus to do! – You would think that was so 
obvious that it’s not worth asking. But Jesus, in both cases, is revealing the spirituality 
of those he is with. In the case of James and John, it is their pursuit of power and 
influence –   and in the case of Bartimaeus, it is his faithfulness and desire to leave 
behind a dependent lifestyle that may have become too familiar. 
In our ‘prayer time’, Jesus will often ask us, ‘What is it that you want me to do for 
you?’ It remains a question that can open up a ‘whole can of worms’, or reveal a 
surprising level of trust and faith. It is often  followed by the related question, ‘what is 
it that you are prepared to do with me’ or by a time of difficult self examination, when 
we see the true state of our faith. But either way it is a conversation conducted in the 
presence of one who loves us so much and is delighted that our relationship has 
absolutely gone to a whole new level. 
 
David 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the TearFund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val 

Noble.  
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Lord, when we are in the dark you take us back to the light, when we 

are lost you make a path for us. Thank you for your love and safe-

keeping.   Amen.    

Isaac and Charlie, pupils at Wheatley Lane Methodist Primary School, 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain requests 

that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

CWEO submission deadline: The deadline to submit items for inclusion in CWEO 

will now be 8pm on TUESDAY. We are making this change to allow the editors to 

participate in activities that are resuming following the end of lockdown.  

David & Rachel  

 

SONG COMPETITION   

 

Could you write new words to the tune of 'I'm dreaming of a white Christmas' swop-

ping that line each time, for 'I'm dreaming of a green Christmas', and indicating in 

your other lyrics how we can celebrate the birth of Jesus this year in a greener and 

more environmentally aware way. More details from me or on the A5 sheet at all 

three sites. The closing date is the 28th November. 

 
HARVEST SERVICE – thank you to everyone who brought along gifts last Sunday for 

the Billericay Foodbank – they will be most gratefully received.  If you were not 

there and would like to make a gift of money, to allow them to buy in bulk with dis-

counts, or other specific needs, then please make any cheques payable to Billericay 

Methodist Church with a note on the reverse that it is for the foodbank, or enclose a 

note, and either bring it along to Western Road, Queens Park or Herongate, or post 

it to me – we can then claim gift aid on your donation (if you have this set up) and 

add it to our overall donation to the foodbank.  Food donations can be made any 

Friday between 10am and 12 noon at Queens Park.  Thank you all.  Lorraine 
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Notices 

Encouragement 

A project to replace 3 old gas boilers at Western Road that heat the Church and 

Main Hall, and rationalising the heating system, will be carried out during the  

October half-term holiday. Neither of the Church boilers is operating and cannot be 

repaired. The total project cost is expected to be about £23,000. Grants totalling 

£6,500 have been secured from three different charitable trusts while £12,000 has 

been allocated from the bequest fund and the 2021/2022 Property budget. This 

leaves about £4,500 to be taken from our reserves, also keeping in mind that the 

boiler at Queens Park probably will need to be replaced within the next 5 years.  

Any contributions towards the project that would reduce the draw down of reserves 

and would be very welcome. The Property Committee 

Contemplation Corner ‘Creator Lord, you brought the world to 

order out of chaos, 

Help me create a little order in my life 

today. ‘.     

Eddie Askew,  Chasing the Leaves 

It’s amazing don’t you know? 

He visits in the place of a loved one, 

That sadly had to go. 

He comes to show they miss you, 

Just as you do them, 

And they too, long for that day, 

That you shall meet again. 

They’re by your side forever more, 

And that will remain so, 

So they send a little robin, 

As a way to let you know 

A Visit from a Robin – Author unknown  



                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 22nd October 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

Sunday Services 17th Oct 24th Oct 31st Oct 

Western Road S Burton  R Gallehawk***  I Brown*** 

Herongate 
Rev D Bagwell*** 

HARVEST  
No service G Hanton 

Pause for Thought at Queens Park 

Each Friday morning from 11:45am to Noon, following Coffee Pot  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

