
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 24th October 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 
The question which Jesus asked the blind beggar Bartimaeus” What do you want me 
to do for you?” is pertinent for all of us. Bartimaeus wanted his physical sight restored 
even though his spiritual sight had immediately recognised Jesus for who he really was 
- “the Son of David” - and who after being healed we notice didn’t disappear but 
instead followed Jesus along the road.   Bartimaeus’ response was far from that of 
James and John a little earlier where they pleaded to sit beside Jesus at his right hand. 
Position and status were clearly still on their minds. Jesus promises they will follow in 
his footsteps which in hindsight we know is going to be very difficult.  
 

I recently went on holiday to the Lake District and it fully lived up to its renowned 
reputation of being very wet. It can be difficult to appreciate nature and creation 
when slogging along slippery and increasingly flooded footpaths. You can imagine 
what I was asking Jesus for as I recalled the glorious days of sunshine I experienced 
there in 2020.   
 

Amidst all of my failing waterproofs and self-pity that week there were many 
moments of pure delight as my need for connection and wholeness were met. The 
robin in Wordsworth’s garden at Rydal Mount who sheltered beside me in a little 
wood and stone alcove and sang beautifully; the elderly man waiting for a train at 
Euston station who shared encouraging Hillsong music to all from his tablet; the 
strangers I met along those muddy wet paths, to those waiting on platforms for 
missed train connections. Even I admit, the one joyful dry day of sunshine we had!  I 
could experience all of this - not just with my physical sight - but also with my inner 
spiritual sight, wherein which I believe the Holy Spirit resides too.  
 

What do you want Jesus to do for you?  
 

Wherever we are, in rain or sunshine, through our at times, blind faith, Jesus meets 
our needs. Quite simply Jesus restores us as we respond to Him. As Paul writes in 
Hebrews (7:23-28) “Such a high priest truly meets our need - one who is holy, 
blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.”             Rachel 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the TearFund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val 

Noble.  
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God of grace and love, embodied in time and space, we glimpse your 

glory in the living Word of Christ and the dancing fire of your Spirit. In 

the light of your presence you call us to open our eyes to the gift of your 

good creation and to take delight in all that you have made; may we be 

truly thankful, truly happy and truly responsible as we step lightly upon 

the hallowed earth. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

   Amen.    Julian Pursehouse, East Anglia District Chair  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain requests 

that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

We send our congratulations to Ruth and Ted S on the birth of their first Grandchild 

– Willow Hannah, a precious daughter for Richard and Frankie.  

Mask wearing for singing only :  In a further revision and relaxation of our rules, we 

ask that you still wear a mask for singing inside the church, but feel free to remove 

the mask for the rest of the service. David B 

Ecumenical Prayer Walk and Litter Pick : On Saturday 30th October at 2pm, ahead 

of the gathering of world leaders at COP 26 in Glasgow, we will gather at the main 

entrance of Lake Meadows (near the playground and café) to pray and then walk 

together round the lake, pausing for further times of prayer. We will be praying that 

meaningful action will be taken to combat the effects of climate change on the 

poorest  countries and the world as a whole. Those with litter pickers will also be 

picking up litter in Lake Meadows as a practical demonstration of our care for our 

immediate environment and we invite you to pick up litter as you make your way 

from your home to the start. Please wear bright clothing or fluorescent tabards if 

you can. Posters saying Praying for Action on Climate Change at COP26 will be  

provided  - Rev. David Bagwell on behalf of CTB 

It is with sadness that we have heard of the death of George Leask. George and 

Sheila moved into a care home in Langdon Hills some weeks ago and that is where 

George passed away on Sunday. Please remember in your prayers Sheila, their son 

Ian, daughter Sue, grandson James, other members of the family and their friends 

at this sad and difficult time.    
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Notices 

SONG COMPETITION :  

 

Could you write new words to the tune of 'I'm dreaming of a white Christmas' swop-

ping that line each time, for 'I'm dreaming of a green Christmas', and indicating in 

your other lyrics how we can celebrate the birth of Jesus this year in a greener and 

more environmentally aware way. More details from me or on the A5 sheet at all 

three sites. The closing date is the 28th November. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL CHURCH MEMBERS : After extensive discussions at 

Church Council and with the Leadership Team, we are reviewing our pastoral list. 

Following the lockdown, and the adoption of a hybrid approach to church life, 

things are very different for many involved in this church, and we now need to 

check ‘where you are at’ in terms of your ongoing relationship with the church and 

how we can best support your varied pastoral and worship needs. 
 

If you are not currently worshipping onsite with us weekly, can you let us know 

whether you are one of those worshipping online with us, have moved away or to 

another church fellowship in which case should we transfer your membership; are 

housebound, not able to attend but still wanting to support our work financially, or 

in some other situation?  
 

This will help us revise our pastoral list to reflect your current relationship with the 

church, and to achieve a more accurate list of those who are members or  

adherents in our church family. We would be grateful for your replies to the above 

questions by the end of November, sent to my email address on these notices or 

posted to Western Road Methodist Church, Western Road, Billericay Essex CM12 

9DT -  we look forward to seeing you again on any of our three sites over Christmas 

if that is possible, or whenever you are able to join us. Thank you for all your help 

and ongoing support –  Rev. David Bagwell  

Wanted for Queens Park Church :   Round coffee/occasional table  

2 feet tall, it does need to be this tall, and 1 foot 8" across approx.  

If you can help, please contact Helen H, who can collect. 

A new minute taker is needed by the Trustees Meeting for Schools Ministry  

Billericay (SMB). Alongside the generous financial support by our church for our 

work in schools ministry and mentoring could anyone consider the gift of time to 

help them in this regard? They are seeking someone with the time during the day 

to help them by taking notes and circulating a short summary of the key discussion 

and decisions made.  If you would like more details please let me know and I can 

give you the contact details.  Lorraine 

Help wanted : The team photocopying CWEO and Worship sheets for distribution  

each week is currently looking for more volunteers. Contact  Ann B for information 

on what is involved.  



No time to die - thought provoking quote 

(in full) 

If you haven't seen the latest James 

Bond film and are planning to do so then 

read no further but here is a quote from 

Jack London (1916) that appears in the 

film as it also did in the Ian Fleming  

novel for 'You only live twice'. 

“I would rather be ashes than dust! I 

would rather that my spark should burn 

out in a brilliant blaze than it should be 

stifled by dry-rot. I would rather be a 

superb meteor, atom every atom of me 

in magnificent glow, than a sleepy and 

permanent planet. The proper function 

of man is to live, not to exist. I shall not 

waste my days in trying to prolong 

them. I shall use my time.”  

David B 
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Encouragement 

Contemplation Corner 

I am a new creation 

No more in condemnation,  

Here in the grace of God, I stand. 

                                           Stf 553   

Romans 5v2, 8v1; 2Cor 5v17 

Craft creation (left) and 

words by Geraldine H 

 

Chimneys Puffing, 

Pollution rising, 

Stifling, suffocating 

God’s creation. 

 

Landscapes vanishing, 

Creatures dying, 

World’s destruction 

Man’s creation. 

Painting by Ann N, 

Drought and crops failing 

Craft and artwork on our harvest theme 

Visual reminders at WR 



                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday 29th October 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

Sunday Services 24th Oct 31st Oct 7th Nov 

Western Road R Gallehawk***  I Brown*** A Williams*** 

Herongate No service G Hanton I Brown 

Pause for Thought at Queens Park 

Each Friday morning from 11:45am to Noon, following Coffee Pot  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

