
Connecting with each other 

Sunday 31st October 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

 

The context of our passage is that Jesus was teaching and in debate with the chief 

priests, teachers of the law and elders in the Temple Courts, Jerusalem. His 

audience would have comprised of Pharisees and Sadducees. 

Although there were tensions between the Pharisees and Sadducees they were 

unified in their desire to undermine Jesus’ teaching and prove he was a fraud. 

Both groups unsuccessfully endeavoured to ensnare Jesus with questions on 

contentious issues, whilst at the same time trying to win battles between 

themselves over interpretations of scripture. 

 

Then, entered a teacher of the law who asked Jesus which was the most important 

commandment. This question was a matter of dispute between the two groups. 

Was it Deuteronomy 6:4-5 or Leviticus 19:18? 

 

Jesus replied in a unique way by combining the 2 commandments whereby there is 

an expectation from God for his followers to love others as themselves. 

The teacher had appraised Jesus’ response and was impressed by his teaching. 

Equally, Jesus had appraised the teacher and informed him that he was not far from 

the Kingdom of God. 

A massive statement to make as He was asserting that he was God. 

No wonder the questions ceased. 

So how do we live out this all encompassing commandment? 

Here are some general short points concerning the living out of this commandment. 

1.  Obedience cannot be done by willpower. Transformation is required. This is 

the   Spirit’s job. 

2. Failure is guaranteed 

3. A righteous and healthy lifestyle is required 

4. To have an assurance of Jesus’ forgiveness 

5. t involves forgiveness 

6. The all-knowing and seeing Jesus honours intent towards him. 

           Ian. 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Caring for God’s World 
We will actively engage with the Tearfund Climate Change Emergency 
declaration process and continue to explore other ways as individuals 
and as a church to better care for God’s world. (Genesis 1: 27-28) 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Audrey Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Rosemary Lowe and Val 

Noble.  
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‘Lord, you set us all as caretakers of your creation.  Forgive us that we 

have been slow to take on the responsibility.   Bless and inspire 

scientists and engineers who are working to devise ways of easing the 

strain we put on the earth.’   

Lorraine Davis, The Earth is the Lord’s … Handbook 2020/2021  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain Please contact Geraldine with any prayer chain requests 

that you have.  Thank you. 

Notices 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Walk and Litter Pick : On Saturday 30th October at 2pm, ahead 

of the gathering of world leaders at COP 26 in Glasgow, we will gather at the main 

entrance of Lake Meadows (near the playground and café) to pray and then walk 

together round the lake, pausing for further times of prayer. We will be praying that 

meaningful action will be taken to combat the effects of climate change on the 

poorest  countries and the world as a whole. Those with litter pickers will also be 

picking up litter in Lake Meadows as a practical demonstration of our care for our 

immediate environment and we invite you to pick up litter as you make your way 

from your home to the start. Please wear bright clothing or fluorescent tabards if 

you can. Posters saying Praying for Action on Climate Change at COP26 will be  

provided  - Rev. David Bagwell on behalf of CTB 

'Prayer without ceasing, pray.' 

During the COP26 conference please turn to this 

webpage, if you can, for resources for prayer and 

then use them, on your own or with others, each 

and every day. A  small selection of some of these 

prayers are available in hard copy at all three sites - 

David B 

https://prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk/wp-

https://prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Prayer-Vigil-for-Glasgow-2021-2a.pdf
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Notices 

Don’t forget this Sunday the 

clocks go back 1 hour! 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL CHURCH MEMBERS : After extensive discussions at 

Church Council and with the Leadership Team, we are reviewing our pastoral list. 

Following the lockdown, and the adoption of a hybrid approach to church life, 

things are very different for many involved in this church, and we now need to 

check ‘where you are at’ in terms of your ongoing relationship with the church and 

how we can best support your varied pastoral and worship needs. 
 

If you are not currently worshipping onsite with us weekly, can you let us know 

whether you are one of those worshipping online with us, have moved away or to 

another church fellowship in which case should we transfer your membership; are 

housebound, not able to attend but still wanting to support our work financially, or 

in some other situation?  
 

This will help us revise our pastoral list to reflect your current relationship with the 

church, and to achieve a more accurate list of those who are members or  

adherents in our church family. We would be grateful for your replies to the above 

questions by the end of November, sent to my email address on these notices or 

posted to Western Road Methodist Church, Western Road, Billericay Essex CM12 

9DT -  we look forward to seeing you again on any of our three sites over Christmas 

if that is possible, or whenever you are able to join us. Thank you for all your help 

and ongoing support –  Rev. David Bagwell  

Christmas food parcels appeal. As we have done for several years now, we shall 

soon be launching our annual appeal to raise funds to support 

one of the poorest communities in Mombasa, Kenya- those 

living on the Mwakirunge Dumpsite. Our friend & contact in 

the area -Rev. Sammy Kagwi- will use the money we raise to 

supply basic food items such as maize flour & rice to (mostly) 

young families with children.. We plan to run the appeal from 8th November, so 

watch this space for further details. The Kenya Support Group. 

Help wanted : The team photocopying CWEO and Worship sheets for distribution  

each week is currently looking for more volunteers. Contact  Ann B for information 

on what is involved.  



Encouragement 
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Here are some photos from the recent  Celtic-themed Artserve festival  

“Encircling Love “ and one of the workshops “God’s creation through the 

lens”……..Rachel 

Message from John and Janet L. 

It is over a year since we moved to Wimborne in 

Dorset and having spent quite a lot of time updat-

ing the house,  We now feel it’s really ‘ours’. It is 

also good to share some time with the family. 

We worship at the local Anglican Church, a very 

friendly community and are gradually getting to 

know people by joining groups and offering our 

services in other ways.  The photo is one Geraldine 

took when she paid us a visit in the summer. We 

do miss our friends at BMC and would love to see 

you should you be in the area. 

This is Jacqui from Artserve. Jacqui is 

a stranger to most of you but the 

words written by Katy are universal 

“Beneath the cover dwells the Word. 

All around are images of God  

inhabited in flesh.” 

Prayer tree: 

“Come Holy 

Spirit. Draw us 

together to the 

tree of life 

Build us up in 

hope and help 

us grow in 

love.”  

(Tom S) 

Notices 



                                                         

Our weekly  ONLINE Worship  continues each Sunday at 10.30am 
 

A reminder for those with Internet Access that the Church website has an archive 

from the last  year of services plus all-age materials in addition to links to other 

worship resources. 

Opportunities to worship together 

Services at Western Road and Herongate have a scheduled 10:30am 

start but please aim to arrive or join online at least 15 minutes be-

forehand, and be aware of current Covid guidance on mask wearing.  

***  Also preparing online worship LA  Local Arrangement  + = WC S  Communion 

Onsite Services 

Online Services 

For those who are unable to attend onsite services and who are without internet 

access, printed copies of online services will continue to be provided, and DVDs can 

be requested by contacting Ann Bagwell. 

Ministry Team Website and Social Media 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

 

Notices 

The next edition will be issued on  

Friday  5 November 

items for inclusion  

by 8pm Tuesday to    

notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Child Contact Centre 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

@BillericayMethodistChurch  

@Methodistbcay 

Sunday Services 31st Oct 7th Nov 14 Nov 

Western Road I Brown*** A Williams*** 
Rev D Bagwell 

***  

Herongate G Hanton I Brown No service 

Pause for Thought at Queens Park 

Each Friday morning from 11:45am to Noon, following Coffee Pot  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC588doGEXs_62tqGIbXKxNQ
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:notices@billericaymethodistchurch.org
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/Methodistbcay

