
  

 

THEME:   Thrive through thrift 

Sunday 28th November 2021   

 10.30am — ADVENT 1 

Music  beforehand   (from 10.15am)  

incl. Advent medley with pictures  and St Andrews virtual tour for their 140th 
anniversary 

  

Welcome   

 

Today is the first Sunday in Advent . This year we are not only beginning our 
preparation for the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day  but  also looking for ways 
to celebrate that birth in a much greener way . 
 
So as we light the four red advent candles in turn, we focus not just on each 
candle in turn, but on the greenery that surrounds the candles as  a sign of life  
and growth in the midst of winter. 

  

Call to worship  
 
   

  We worship together as we say together:        

                     We light this candle as part 
                     of our Advent preparations. 
     May the greenery prompt us 
     to enjoy a ‘greener Christmas’,   
                    As we care for the world 
                    that you were ’born to save’.  
                    Amen. 
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HYMN - ‘Joy to the world’  (WLV)  
  

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 

Let all their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders,  and wonders of his love. 

 

Introduction to theme 

We will produce 30% more waste than usual in the week around Christmas 

– what a way to celebrate the birth of  Jesus, the Saviour of the World, by 

polluting the earth even more than we already do.   

 

Could we instead aim to produce less waste than usual this Christmas -  as 

a living sign of our commitment to Jesus and our love and care for the 

world that Jesus was ‘born to save’. 
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Opening Prayers  

Loving God we thank you for the resources of the world, and for the 

many goods available to us.  

Grant us wisdom and restraint in our spending and consumption this 

Christmas;  

grant us inspiration in the re-use and recycling of resources.  

And bless those who collect our waste 

 and those who work to recycle it . 

 

Lord in your mercy           Hear our prayer 

 

 Living God:  

 

Where there is waste, let us bring recycling,  

Where there is recycling, let us bring re-use,  

Where there is re-use, let us bring  justice 

Where there is justice, let us bring love   

Lord in your mercy             Hear our prayer. Amen 

 
(Adapted from Diocese of Newcastle  and John Polhill Eggs and Ashes published by Wildgoose)   

 

HYMN—’O Little town of Bethlehem’  (WLV)   

O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight.  
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O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all the earth! 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
 
How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still 
the dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in; 
be born in us today! 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Immanuel! 
  
 

Reading  -  Isaiah 7:10-14 & 9:6&7      

The LORD sent a message to Ahaz, King of Judah,"Ask the LORD your God to 

give you a sign. It can be from deep in the world of the dead or from high up in     

heaven."  Ahaz answered, "I will not ask for a sign. I refuse to put the LORD to 

the test."  To that Isaiah replied, "Listen, now, descendants of King David. It's 

bad enough for you to wear out the patience of people—do you have to wear 

out God's patience too? Well then, the Lord himself will give you a sign: a 

young woman who is pregnant will have a son and will name him 



5 

 

'Immanuel.'…..A child is born to us! A son is given to us! And he will be our 

ruler. He will be called, "Wonderful Counsellor," "Mighty God," "Eternal 

Father," "Prince of Peace."  His royal power will continue to grow; his     

kingdom will always be at peace. He will rule as King David's successor,      

basing his power on right and justice, from now until the end of time.  

The LORD Almighty is determined to do all this. 

 

Reading  -Micah 5:2,4 & Jeremiah 23:5-6         

The LORD says, "Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are one of the smallest towns 

in Judah, but out of you I will bring a ruler for Israel, whose family line 

goes back to ancient times."  When he comes, he will rule his people with 

the strength that comes from the LORD and with the majesty of the LORD 

God himself. His people will live in safety because people all over the 

earth will acknowledge his greatness,……… The LORD says, "The time is 

coming when I will choose as king a righteous descendant of David. That 

king will rule wisely and do what is right and just throughout the land.   

When he is king, the people of Judah will be safe, and the people of Israel 

will live in peace. He will be called 'The LORD Our Salvation.' 

   

TALK   -    see pastoral letter for 28th Nov. in CWEO    

 

Reading  - Colossians 1:15-17 &  2 Corinthians 4:5-6, 8:9     

Christ is the visible likeness of the invisible God. He is the first-born Son,        

superior to all created things. For through him God created everything in    

heaven and on earth, the seen and the unseen things, including spiritual 

powers, lords, rulers, and authorities. God created the whole universe 

through him and for him.  Christ existed before all things, and in union 

with him all things have their proper place. For it is not ourselves that we 

preach; we preach Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 

Jesus' sake. The God who said, "Out of darkness the light shall shine!" is 

the same God who made his light shine in our hearts, to bring us the 
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knowledge of God's glory shining in the face of Christ……    

You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; rich as he was, he made himself 

poor for your sake, in order to make you rich by means of his poverty. 

  

Final Prayers—based on the song   - ‘He became poor’ (IONA) 

      He became poor that we may be rich  

      Loving the world and leaving his throne 

      King of all kings and Lord of all Lords  

      Flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone 

Loving God,  you were born in poverty, that we might find in the simplest 

things the riches of your grace.  

Help us to embrace the ordinary this Christmas and find within it the 

extraordinary power of love to transform us and all around us. Amen. 

And based on the song  - ‘Cloth for the Cradle.’ (IONA)  
 

      Cloth for the Cradle, cradle for the child  

      the child for our every joy and sorrow  

      Find him a shawl that's woven by us all 

      to welcome the Lord of each tomorrow 

      Hungry and poor the sick and unsure 

      Wealthy ,whose needs are stranger. 

      weave into one a welcome for the Son, 

      Leave excess and want beneath the manger. 

Loving God, as we kneel beside the manger help us to weave together a 

response of practical love and care as our celebration of your birth. 

Two further Jesuit  prayers  (www. xavier.edu) 

O Lord, help us turn from the selfish consumption of resources meant for 

all and to see the impacts of our choices on the poor and vulnerable. 

Lord, hear our prayer.   
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Let us pray for an end to the waste and desecration of God's creation 

For access to the fruits of creation to be shared equally among all 

people 

And for communities and nations to find sustenance 

In the fruits of the earth and the water God has given us to share.  

 

So Lord may we be content, each and every day, with our ‘daily bread,’   

so that others may also have all that they need.  Amen.  

 

HYMN  - ‘The servant King’      (WLV)   
 

From heaven you came helpless babe, 

Entered our world, your glory veiled, 

Not to be served but to serve, 

And give Your life that we might live. 

    This is our God, The Servant King,  He calls us now to follow Him. 
    To bring our lives as a daily offering, of worship to The Servant King. 

There in the garden of tears, 
My heavy load he chose to bear, 
His heart with sorrow was torn, 
'Yet not My will but Yours, ' He said. 

    This is our God, The Servant King………… 

Come see His hands and His feet 
The scars that speak of sacrifice 
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered 

    This is our God, The Servant King……….. 

So let us learn how to serve, 
And in our lives enthrone him, 
Each other’s needs to prefer, 
For it is Christ we’re serving.  
 
    This is our God, The Servant King………..   x2 
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Closing Grace, Blessing and Peace 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to  God 

and one another in the words of the Grace.  

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,   

The Love of God,  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with us all, evermore.   

Amen.  
 

The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

 

And also with you  

 
                                        All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934   

 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes  

we can join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access  

why not get on the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself,  

and encourage and help each other as part of your ongoing worship  

and care of one another. 

 To watch all or any part of this or previous worship services  click HERE  

to go to the church website archive or see website for details of all other material     

billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 
 

 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

